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CHAPTER I

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

Introduction
This study is a survey of the attitudes and beliefs about

fam~

ily size preferences and the use of fertility control devices among
Catholic and Protestant Filipino college students in Catholic and
Protestant academic institutions in the Philippines.

The main

objective of this investigation is to discover whether the generally
and widely accepted proposition developed from studies in the
United States and Western Europe that Catholics tend to prefer a
larger family size and shun the use of chemical contraceptives can

find support in this cultural setting.

Purpose of this Study

Studies in the United States and Europe seem to indicate that
by and large Catholics tend to prefer more children than non-

Catholics, specifically, Jews and Protestants {Bouvier, 1973; Day,
1968; Freedman, Whelpton, & Smith, 1961; Herberg, 1961; Kennedy,
1973; Lenski, 1961; Van Heek, 1956; Westoff & Potvin, 1965; Whelpton & Kiser, 1943),
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It has also been found that a significantly greater proportion
of Catholics fail in their family planning efforts because they are
inclined to use the less effective rhythm method of birth control
sanctioned by the Roman Catholic papacy (Westo££ & Potvin, 1965),
Indeed, the preponderance of evidence seem.s convincing that
the differentials observed among Catholics and Protestants in
regard to the number of children preferred and the type of contraceptives each group tend to use are doctrinally based, i.e., Catholics tend to use rhythm and abstinence and prefer a larger family
size because Catholicism teaches a doctrine that breeds among its
adherents a normative pattern conducive to high fertility and an
opposition to the usc of chemical contraceptives,

Consequently,

it is posited that Catholics have larger families than other religious groups.

On the other hand, Jews and Protestants have and

want fewer children because the Jewish and Protestant doctrines
encourage and teach their members a n10re rational view of life
and to plan for smaller families by the usc of the more effective
chemical methods of contraception.
Convincing as this evidence seems to be, sociologists cannot
assume that the generalization applies across all socio-cultural
boards in the absence of solid empirical evidence from other sociocultural systems since the attempts at the empirical verification
of this hypothesis have been done largely in the United States and
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in the relatively more developed nations of Western Europe.

In

order that the range and level of this generalization may be extended
beyond the socio-cultural system in which it was formulated, this
study was conducted with the following purposes in mind:
1.

To sxplore and verify the general hypothesis of

Catholic~

Protestant fertility attitude differentials in another cultural setting,
the Philippines, among Filipino Catholic and Protestant college
students.
2,

To examine carefully the assumptions of the three most

dominant propositions purporting to explain the relationship between
religion and fertility and to empirically pursue the methodological
implications of these assumptions as they bear on the problem of
fertility attitude differentials among the Catholic and Protestant
subjects of this survey.
It is believed that the testing of this hypothesis in a

0

worid:: setting is in order since the attempts to verify this

third
hypothe~

sis in the past have been done largely in the United States and the
relatively more developed nations of Western Europe.

There is

thus a great need to examine the hypothesis in a different cultural
locus in order that sociologists may be able to extend the range
and level of the generalization about Catholicism and fertility
beyond the socio-cultural system in which it was generated.

In an

age when sociology is attempting to formulate universal explanations
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4
of human behavioral phenomena, sociologists cannot anymore
assume that the generalizations developed in one cultural system
necessarily applies in others.

It is hoped that the findings of the

present survey will enable us to understand better the nature of the
rf'lationship between religion and fertility, ii any, in general, and
in particular, the role of Catholicism in the fertility values and
attitudes of Catholics.

In addition, the study will attempt to: (1) identify the major
factors influencing the attitudes of Catholic and Protestant students
toward fertility and fertility control, (2) discover whether their
attitudes are congruent with the official position of the church,
and whether in fact their attitudes are based on their knowledge
of the official position of the church toward fertility and the use of
fertility control devices, and finally, (3) identify the social characteristics of students who exhibit high or low fertility values.

Emergent Theoretical Perspectives

The debate concerning the influence of Catholicism upon the
fertility behavior of its adherents has generated several empirical
studies which have come up with a mass of contradictory findings
and conclusions.

Some investigators found that Catholics have and

want more children than Protestants or Jews; others discovered
no significant differences according to religious grouping:s when

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Catholic and Protestant subjects are matched in terms of several
social characteristics.

When such differences did exist, they were

explained by the differentials in the social characteristics of subjects rather than by their religious affiliation.

Still others assert

that it is only" .tm Catholics constitute an oppressed minority in
a society that they tend to be more prolific than other religious
groups.
In his investigation of the Detroit metropolitan area, for
example, Lenski (1961) concludes that indeed Catholics have and
actually want more children than either Protestants or Jews.
Analyzing data from a National Opinion Research Center, Freedman (1961) indicated that Catholic birthrates were higher than nonCatholics even when the populations were matched for age at marriage, length of rna1•riage, and a number of other socio-economic
characteristics.

Westoff (1961), in an analysis of a national urban

sample, found a similar result as that of Lenski; and Van Heek
(1956) and Day (1968) found that in the Netherlands and Australia,
the fertility patterns of Catholics tended to be higher than nonCatholics.
Other investigators, however, have found contrary pieces of
evidence that refute the general notion of high Catholic fertility.
For example, it has been demonstrated that predominantly Protestant Finland, Iceland, Norway, and Great Britain have higher
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fertility than predominantly Catholic Austria and Belgium.

Within

the United States itself, the fertility patterns of Catholics diverge
considerably.

For instance, Birmingham, which is only 8 per

cent Protestant, has a total fertility rate identical with that of
New Orleans which is 73 per cent Catholic (C. L. Hunt, 1967; J. V.
Saunders, 1958; Schuman, 1971).
Still others have found that when the fertility of Catholics and
non-Catholics are compared while controlling for certain social,
demographic, and economic characteristics of the subjects, the
variance in fertility explained by religious affiliation is greatly
diminished.

It has, therefore, been concluded that rather than

religion, it is the complex matrix of these social, demographic,
and economic characteristics that determine the levels, trends,
and differentials in fertility (Lee, 1952; Lunde, 1965; Petersen,

1961).
From these welter of contradictory findings, social demographers attempted to create some semblance of order by formulating theories to explain the variations in Catholic--non-Catholic
fertility differentials and specifying the conditions undet which this
variation seems to occur.

Three perspectives emerged from this

effort and these perspectives have become the dominant competing
explanations of fertility differentials among Catholics and nonCatholics in the United States and Western Europe in the last two
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or more decades.

These perspectives are called the particular-

ized theology hypothesis, the structural or social characteristics
hypothesis, and the minority group status hypothesis.
The meaning and import of these hypotheses will become
clearer, it is hoped, as their essential elements and assumptions,
along with the criticisms made by the proponents of each hypothesis
about the other perspectives, are presented in greater detail in the
review of the related studies on the subject below,

Review of the Related Research

As has been indicated above, there are essentially three propositions that have been formulated concerning the influence of
Catholicism on fertility.

Particularized theology hypothesis

The first and most traditional proposition which purports to
explain Catl:'Jlic- -non-Catholic fertility differentials has been
labelled the particularized theology hypothesis.

It states that

the impact of religion upon fertility behavior and attitudes operates
in accordance with particular church doctrines or a religious ideology on birth control, contraceptive usage, and norms of family size;
that is, fertility behavior and attitudes are functions of a particular
church doctrine which specifically demands compliance from its
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adherents.

According to this proposition, if religious Group A

has a higher fertility than religious Group B, higher fertility is
a function of the particular religious doctrines of religious Group

A about birth control and family size ideals (see, for instance,
Freedman~·,

1961; Herberg, 1961; Lensld, 1961; Westo££,

1961; Westo££ & Potvin, 1961, 1963, 1965; Whelpton & Kiser,
1943).
In other words, Catholics have a higher fertility than other
religious groups because the Catholic Church embraces and teaches
a religious doctrine which prohibits its members from using chemical contraceptives while

encoura;~ing

the propagation of a large

family as a virtuous and sacred duty with which adherents must
comply.
Although not thA only example t:ha}:.. r.f.ln he found, Lenski's
(1961) study of the Detroit area, referred to earlier in this dissertation, is perhaps one of the most extensive applications of the
particularized theology perspective in the United States.

It was

Lenski 1 s conclusion that the higher Catholic fertility among his subjects was a function of the church 1 s doctrine on the matter of fertility and fertility control.
Another example of the use of the particularized theology
hypothesis is Westoff & Potvin 1 s (1965) analysis of failures in
family planning among highly educated Catholics in the United States.
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In explaining, for instance, the higher proportion of failures in
their fertility planning, the investigators assert that it is because
the educated Catholics were more religious and obedient to the
teachings of the Church, and therefore, they used the less effective
rhythm method of birth control approved by the Church rather than
the more effective chemical or mechanical contraceptives which
are frowned upon by the Catholic hierarchy (Westoff & Potvin,

1965).
Other studies done to find support and confirmation for this
hypothesis have occasioned a number of criticisms from those who
doubted this generally and widely accepted hypothesis that the fertility of Catholics is a function of specific norms about birth control
and family size,

Critics argue that this position is superficial

as well as inadequate because the role of religion and the Church
differ both within a country and between different countries.

For

instance, a comparison of international birthrates reveals that
some countries with predominantly Catholic population have lower
fertility than countries predominantly Protestant.

It is argued that

ii Catholicism is a constant influence which consistently stimulates
actions leading to higher fertility, one would expect Catholic populations to have higher fertility or birthrates than non-Catholic
populations where the age-sex composition is comparable,

However,

even with such standa:rdization, Catholic--non-Catholic comparison
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of fertility has often failed to bear out the hypothesis of a consistent Catholic fertility trend (C. L, 1-Iunt, 1967, pp. 70-73).
It is, therefore, argued that the higher fertility of Catholics

cannot be attributed to one specific doctrinal ele1nent, nor could one
predict from Catholic doctrine the actual fertility behavior of contemporary Catholics.

The critics instead advanced another hypo-

thesis which has since been called the structural or social characteristics hypothesis {Lee, 1952; Lunde, 1965; Petersen, 1961},

Structural or

~ocial

characteristics .!!.Y£othesis

Essentially this perspective asserts that it is not religious
membership per se but rather the social, demographic, and economic characteristics which minority group membership connotes
that determine fertility levels, trends, and differentials.

The dis-

tinct fertility of Catholics as a minority group was viewed as reflecting a matrix of social, demographic, and econoinic characteristics of
the minority.

Minority group identification is treated as an indicator

of social class {educaticn, occupational distribution, and income level).
There was an assirr.ilationist tenor in this perspective in that
it viewed the higher fertility of Catholics in the United States (in the
past), as a consequence of (1) some form of cultural lag on the part
of Catholic immigrants to the United States, and (2) the social and
econOmic inequaHty existing in the larger sphere of the American
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II

society in general.
tiona.

Both of these were viewed as tempora.t'y condiR

It is expected that in the process of acculturation and assimi-

lation, as majority and minority populations become more similar
in their social characteristics, the minority group fertility behavior

and attitude will converge with the majority.

In other words, as

the ntinority group share the same social characteristics with the
majority in society, they will also come to share the same fertility
values with the majority.

Petersen (1961), Lee (1952), and Lunde

(1965), for instance, indicate that when one examines the fertility
of minority and majority who poosess similar social characteristics, one will find them to have identical fertility levels and

values.
One of the moat striking examples of the impact of acculturation and assimilation upon the fertility of Catholics in America is
provided by an empirical study at Hamtramck, Michigan by Mayer
and Marx (1957).

At the time of the study, Hamtramck had a largely

Polish population, approximately 90 per cent Roman Catholic with
the major occupation blue collar jobs in the nearby automobile factories.

In 1920, the fertility rate in Hamtramck was 9Z per cent

higher than in surrounding Detroit.

(Detroit is about 35 per cent

Catholic.) In 1930, the rate in Hamtramck was 18 per cent higher;
in 1940, it was 3 per cent lower, and in 1950, 13 per cent lower

(Mayer & Marx, 1957, p. ZZO).
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IZ

Another example may be seen in the study in Rhode Island
which found that Catholic--Protestant differentials in fertility

declined for the years 1968--1969 (Bouvier, 1973).

In one of his

concluding points, Bouvier (1973) states that the total disappearance of these differentials

11 • •

effect of religious ideology.

,

must wait for the end of the

11

Burch (1966), from his comparative analysis of American,
Canadian, and other European Catholics, also points out that factors other than religion may be operating in the fertility of Catholics since Canadian and American Catholic fertility patterns differ
from each other although both tended to have a higher fertility than
non-Catholics.

He also indicated that ~hile the U. S. Catholic--

Protestant fertility differential was widening, the trend for Canada
was converging.
Proponents of the particularized theology hypothesis, however,
kept coming back with evidence purporting to show empirical support for their position.

Freedman (1962), analyzing a national sur-

vey conducted by the National Opinions Research Center, indicated
that Catholic birthratf'HI

WP.l"e

higher than nonHCatholic when the

populations were matched for age at marriage, length of marriage,
and a number of socio-economic characteristics.

Westoff 1 s (1961)

study of national urban sample yielded similar results.

Lenski's
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13
(1961) analysis of matched samples of white Catholic and Protestant families in Detroit in the 1950's indicated a higher Catholic
birthrate in six of the seven years.

Other research along the line of the first proposition showed
minor changes.

For instance, the Indianapolis study found that

Catholic birthrates tended to decrease with ascending economic

status but not to the extent found in the Protestant birthrates
man, Whelpton, & Campbell, 1959, p. 285).
indicate a curvilinear relationship.

{Freed~

The post-war studies

Catholic birthrates are high

among those with only a grade school education, drop at the high
school level, and rise at the college level.

Among wives whose

education proceeded no further than grade school, there is very
little difference between Catholics and Protestants with respect
to the total number of births expected.

As educational level rises,

however, the differentials between the two groups widen substantial-

ly.
Other post-war data also indicate that Catholics with white
collar jobs tend to have a higher birthrate than Catholics with
blue collar jobs, and that Catholics who are regular attendants of
Mass show a higher birthrate than those whose attendance is intermittent.

Specific questions on the use of contraceptives indicate

that, although a 9ubstantial portion of Catholics use appliance contraceptives, the proportion is considerably smaller than for the
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non-Catholics; that when contraceptives are used, the use begins
later in married life; and that the desired family size is larger for
Catholics than Protestants and seems to increase with ascending
socio-economic status (Freedman

~t.3!.!.·,

1961).

These findings have led Goldscheider and Uhlenberg (1969) to
make the assertion that all the available evidence in the U. S. has
irrefutably dismissed the characteristics hypothesis although at
the same time admitting that it is not entirely clear what factors

make for or interact to produce the higher Catholic fertility.

Addi-

tionally, it is asserted that part of the higher fertility of Catholics
may be attributed to the opposition of the Church to the use of more

efficient means of contraception and part to the normative encouragement of the Catholic Church for a large family.

Minority~

status hypothesis

In an attempt to avoid the theoretical fallacies of the particularized theology hypothesis, Goldscheider and Uhlenberg (1969),
sought to integrate the two propositions into a third one which has
since been labeled the minority group status hypothesis.

Supposedly

this hypothesis integrates the analysis of religious differentials in
fertility with the interaction of religion and social organization.
Goldscheider and Uhlenberg took cognizance that the propositions
of the first and second hypotheses are not mutually exclusive,
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independent or contradictory and that very often elements of both
approaches become part of a general approach to interpreting the
relationship of religion and fertility.
Essentially, the minority group status hypothesis explains
the higher fertility of Catholics as a function of their status as a

minority group.

Moreover, it says that religion and minority group

status have an independent effect on fertility; that is, that they
affect fertility independently of each other (Goldscheider & Uhlenberg, 1969).

Supporters of this hypothesis posit the argument

that in countries where Catholics are a minority group, they feel
threatened, disadvantaged, and insecure.

This feeling of threat

and insecurity provides an incentive for religious minority group
members to seek out

co~religionists

for support and examples

and to attach themselves more closely to the Church and its teachings.

One effect of this process is the encouragement and main-

tenance of higher natality values among a Catholic minority.
Following closely Goldscheider 1 s hypothesis, Day (1968) suggests that although Catholic pro-natalism serves to increase natality, it does so only under two conditions: (1) when there exists a
high level of economic development; that is, a climate in which one
could reasonably expect both the predisposition and the opportunity
for effective natality control to be most widespread, and (2) when
the persons at whom the pro-natalist teaching is directed define
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themselves as members of a group constituting a numerically and
politically important group, but not a dominant pol"ti'on of the population.

Day adds that in the absence of these two conditions, pro-

natalist doctrine in itself seems unlikely to have much effect on
natality and that if Catholic teaching in the family is of any direct

consequence to natality, it appears to apply only in predominantly
non-Catholic countries of controlled natality and a fairly high mate-

rial level of living.

Day further suggests that the causal connection

between Catholic doctrine and Catholic natality seems to work
through an intervening variable, ethnocentricism, which is intensified by the two attributes of a relatively high level of economic
development in the society and a minority status for the Catholic
population.
In his analysis of Catholic and non-Catholic fertility in the
Netherlands, Van Heek (1956) echoed a line of explanation similar
to that which Goldscheider (1971) and others have advanced.

He

concludes that Catholics in the Netherlands haw substantially
higher fertility than non-Catholics because in this society Catholics constitute a minority with a history of discrimination in the
hands of the majority.

Kennedy (1973) advanced the thesis that

minority group fertility will be higher than otherwise expected
when two sets of conditions exist: (1) when the group's members
believe they can increase their political influence by increasing
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their share of the total number of population, and (2) when the

group's members believe that their chances of individual upward
social mobility are much less than that enjoyed by the rest of the

population,

The essence of Kennedy's conclusion is that, while

minority status under certain conditions can have an independent
effect on fertility, it is still secondary to religion as a determi-

nant of fertility.

In a sense, therefore, Kennedy is a supporter

of the particularized theology hypothesis.

In an attempt to specify further the conditions under which
Catholicism influences the fertility behavior and values of its

adherents, Sly (1970) subjected an American census data on Catholic--non-Catholic fertility differential to a rigorous statistical
analysis and carne up with a welter of evidence,

some confirming

the characteristics hypothesis and rejecting the minority group
status hypothesis and some confirming the minority group status
hypothesis while rejecting some of the social characteristics
hypothesis.

For example, Sly (1970) found that with respect to

education, income, region and occupation, his analysis rejected
the characteristics hypothesis.

In the South, for instance, non-

whites tended to have a markedly higher fertility than whites
among farmers and somewhat less in the farm laborer categories.
However, his data tended to support strongly the characteristics
hypothesis when examined separately for racial groups within
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regions.

For example, among educated whites in the North,

level of education and white collar profession were inversely
related with fet·tility.

This was alBa true among educated white

collar blacks for both North and South.

Within some groups, how-

ever, such as the farm laborer categories, the black minority
desired fewer children.

Sly (1970), therefore, suggests that this

may be a function of their lower income rather than to their status
as a minority group.
Failing to find consistent support for either minority group
status or social characteristics hypothesis, Sly concludes that
while the data show that socio-economic characteristics and region
are strong determining factors in the level of fertility of minority
groups, minority group status may be also an important variable
in the study of fertility and that perhaps what should really be investigated further are the fertility desires and

perfo~

of assimi-

lated Catholics and Protestants.
T~

studies discussed above suggest that the controversy con-

cerning the influence of religion on fertility is far from resolved
and needs further analysis since the relevant information points to
several directions, none of which seems to clarify the issue.

This

situation seems to stem from the fact that in formulating the three
hypotheses, their proponents made a number of assumptions which
blurred rather than cleared up the controversy concerning the role
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of Catholicism on the fertility behavior of its members.

Thus, the

causal relevance of Catholic beliefs, attitudes, and fertility values
is still very much problematic.

It is this writer 1 s contention that,

in part, this is because the major assumptions of these three hypotheses have been left unsct·utinized and the methodological implications of these assumptions have not been pursued empirically.
The most logical place to begin then, in any further analysis, is to
examine carefully the major assumptions of each of these per spectives and to subject the theoretical implications of these as sumptiona to an empirical analysis.

It is contended here that it is,

perhaps, because these asnumptions have been left unscrutinized
that sociologists have failed to find consistent support for these
hypotheses.
The following section of this chapter, therefore, will deal
with an examination of thene assumptions and the methodological
implications set forth by the three hypotheses.

Major Assumptions of the Three Hypotheses
and the Statement of the Problem

Assumptions .2!.the particularized theology hypothesis

There are at least two assumptions being made by the particularized theology hypothesis which are invariably present in studies
purporting to find support for this position.

The first assumption
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is that Catholics constitute a subculture with a distinctive normative structure that predisposes its members toward an orientation
that favor a large family and an opposition to the use of chemical
contraceptives.

The second and more important assumption of this hypothesis

is that the higher fertility of Catholics is, in fact, a function of
their knowledge of the doctrinal position of the Church regarding
birth control measures, which knowledge is used by Catholics as
a guide in their fertility behavior.

Yet, it is precisely this assump-

tion of the knowledge of members of the official position of the

Church that has been methodologically neglected in studies seeking empirical support of the hypothesis.

It seems that knowledge

of the adherents is inferred by the investigators from the measures
of religiosity (however that is measured) and regularity of church
attendance by the members, and then showing the correlation of
these variables with their fertility patterns.

This is, however, a

very questionable methodology because religiosity and regularity
of church attendance may have totally nothing to do with being
knowledgeable about the official Church position concerning birth
control use and norms of family size.

If, for the majority of the

adherents, the official position of the Church, whatever it may be,
is not known or of little practical influence, then one could hardly
attribute the fertility of its followers as being due to the Church 1 s
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normative stand concerning contraceptive use and norms of family
size.
Another assumption found in the studies of We staff & Potvin

(1961, 1963, 1965) among college students in the U.S. is that
schools play a vital role in the transmission of the knowledge of

the official Church stand regarding the use of contraceptives and
norms of family size.

For instance, in explaining the higher pro-

portions of failures in fertility planning among the more highly
educated Catholics, the authors suggest that this is because the
more educated Catholics tend to be more religious and, therefore,

use the less effective rhythm method approved by the Church.

This

again is a generalization that is inferred from the types of schools

these students went to rather than deduced from empirical data
since questions regarding the source of knowledge of thepositionofthe
Church by the students are nowhere asked by the study.
students learn the official Church stand from school?
reinforce their religiosity?

Did the
Did the schools

Or was the students' knowledge of the

Church position learned somewhere else and reinforced by social
influence apart from formal education?

Assumptions .Qf the characteristics hypothesis

With a slight modification, the assimilationist assumption of
the characteristi~S hypothesis seems to be that the doctrinal position
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of the Church does indeed influence the fertility of the members
but only if that religious group is a minority in the society and
only at certain stages of the socio-economic status of its members.
Eventually 1 this influence will diminish and move toward convergence as their socio-economic characteristics become similar to
that of the majority religious group.

Here, again, one notes that

knowledge of the official Church position concerning contraceptive
use is assumed to guide the fertility behavior and attitudes of
members.
Aside from the doubtful nature of this assumption, proponents
of the characteristics hypothesis have been unable to explain the
curvilinear relationship between amount of education and fertility
of Catholics (Freedman~·, 1961).

Moreover, there is empir-

ical evidence showing that even after standardization of social characteristics, Catholic fertility remains higher than non-Catholic
(Westoff

~·,

1961; We staff & Potvin, 1963; Whelpton & Kiser,

1943).

Assumptions .Q.[ the

minority~~

hypothesis

The minority group status hypothesis has retained the principal assumptions of the two previous hypotheses but added some
others.

Goldscheider & Uhlenberg (1969), for instance, assert

that part of the higher fertility of Catholics may be attributed to
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the opposition of the Church to the use of more efficient means of
contraception and part to the normative encouragement of the
Catholic Church for a large family.

In specifying the conditions

under which minority group status exerts an independent influence

upon fertility, Day (1968) and Kennedy (1973) added another assumption and that is that political motivations play a vital role in the

fertility behavior of Catholics.
Granting, for the sake of argument, the validity of the assumptions of these hypotheses, the methodological issue pointed out above
makes it imperative that the linkage between religious doctrine,
knowledge of this doctrine by the adherents, and fertility behavior,
be explored more adequately by asking the appropriate questions
implied in the assumptions.

These are precisely the questions that

appear not to be asked in any of the studies that have been attempted
to empirically verify the three hypotheses.

It is contended that this

failure to ask the appropriate questions may be part of the reason
for the failure of these hypotheses to be borne out by the evidence
in any consistent manner.

For instance, is Catholic use or non-use

of contraceptives (whatever type) due really to their knowledge of
the official Church stand on birth control measures, or are there
reasons other than the position of the Church, such as the adherents 1
own perception and interpretation of what supposedly is the position of the Church?

Is such a knowledge, when present, congruent
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with what the Catholic Church actually stands for?

Indeed, do

Catholics state religion as the reason for using or not using contraceptives?

If so, are their reasons different from those given

by non-Catholics?

In accordance with the assumption of the minority group status
hypothesis, it would only be appropriate to demonstrate whether
political reasons and/or ideology are used by minority groups in
their attitude and behavior toward fertility.

Since political moti-

vation is a principal assumption of this hypothesis, it is only
imperative

tha~

a question to this effect be explored and asked,

Significance of this Study

This study seems significant for the following reasons: (1)
the few studies in some parts of the
issue of Catholic fertility have cast
on this proposition.

11

third world 11 relative to the

so~

rather serious questions

In Brazil and Puerto Rico, for instance, Stycos

(1965) and Hill and Stycos {1967) noted that political ideology plays
a much more obvious role in influencing the fertility of people than
religion.

Similarly, in the Philippines, where serious demographic

analysis has just barely begun, the validity of a number of generally
accepted hypotheses generated in the West, such as rural-urban
fertility differences and the inverse relationship between fertility
and economic status, have been demonstrated to be rather doubtful
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(Pascual, 1971 ).
(2) Specific to the theme of this research, systematic investigation of Catholic--Protestant fertility differentials has never
been attempted in the Philippines (as far as this writer can determine) and the widespread acceptance of this proposition is matched
by the absence of solid empirical data.

(3) The Philippines is about 85 per cent Roman Catholic and
underdeveloped.

Facilities and opportunities for effective natality

control have been provided by a few private agencies for several
years.

In addition, the government, in a radical shift of position

in 1969, has officially supported, encouraged, and established a
substantial number of family planning clinics all over the islands
to control the population growth of the country.

Unlike the United

States, the issue of Catholic or Protestant assimilation into the
mainstream of Philippine society is practically unheard of and,
although Protestants are a minority religious group, discrimination against them, either as individuals or as a group, is not widespread or blatant.
These conditions offer an interesting background for an investigation of the contingencies set forth by the minority group status
hypothesis for the influence of religion on fertility.

Since Catholics

and Protestants are assimilated into one social body, this research
is consistent with the Stlggestion of Sly (1970) that the proposition
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be explored among assimilated groups and to focus such an exploration on their fertility

des~~·

To sum up this chapter, the following are reiterated:

(1) This

study is an attempt to explore the relevance of the general hypothesis of Catholic--Protestant fertility value differentials in another
cultural setting.

The Philippines is chosen as the locale of this

study because (a) in the past the attempts to verify this hypothesis
have been done largely in the United States and Western Europe,
(b) as far as can be determined, there has been no systematic
attempt at studying the fertility value differentials of Catholics and
Protestants in the Philippines, (c) some fragments of evidence and
impressionistic observations from the Philippines indicate that
the Catholic--Protestant fertility value differentials may be inapplicable to this country; (d) the Philippines offers an interesting
background in terms of the religious composition of its population
and state of economic development to test the contingencies of the
minority group status and particularized theology hypothesis.

The

Philippines is a country that is part of what has been called the
11

underdeveloped 11 world.

About 85 per cent of its population are

Roman Catholics and only about 3 per cent Protestants.
(2) The study also attempts to pursue empirically the logical
methodological gaps implied in the assumptions of the minority
group status, particularized theology, and characteristics hypotheses,
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It is the contention in this study that the theoretical gaps in the
assumptions of these three hypotheses need to be empirically
established since they have been neglected by all the studies done

to verify them.
The next chapter will outline in detail the research

hypo~

theses, the methods and procedures of gathering the data, and how
each of the research hypotheses will be tested.
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CHAPTER II

HYPOTHESES AND METHODS AND PROCEDURES OF STUDY

The task of the present chapter is to present the research

hypotheses, the methods and procedures of gathering the data, and
the statistical techniques used in analyzing the findings of the survey.

Hypotheses

On the bases of the assessment of the assumptions and issues
discussed in the review of the literature section, the following
research hypotheses were made:

Hypothesis 1

Catholic students as a religious group would prefer a higher
mean number of children than Protestant students.

Hypothesis Z

Catholic students in Catholic schools would prefer the highest
mean number of children compared to Protestants in Catholic schools,

28
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Catholics in Protestant schools, and Protestants in Protestant
schools.

Hypothesis 3

A significant proportion of Catholic respondents in Catholic
schools know the official stand of the Catholic Church regarding
fertility control measures compared with Protestants in Catholic

schools, Catholics in Protestant schools, and Protestants in Protestant schools.

Hypothesis 4

A significantly greater proportion of Protestants in Protestant schools will indicate intention to use contraceptives than the
proportion of Catholics in Catholic schools, Protestants in Catho-

lic schools, and Catholics in Protestant schools.

Hypothesis 5

A greater proportion of Catholics who intend to practice birth
control when married Will tend to prefer those methods which are
sanctioned by the Roman Catholic Church, whereas a greater proportion of Protestant subjects will tend to prefer any chemical contraceptives.
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Hypothesis 6

A greater proportion of Catholics who do not intend to practice birth control when married will tend to indicate religious
and /or moral reasons for stating so, while a greater proportion
of Protestants will indicate political and/or ideological reasons

for not intending to use any controls.

Hypothesis 7

Catholics who do not intend to use contraceptives when married would know more about the official position of the Church on
methods of birth control than Catholics who intend to use contraceptives.

Hypothesis 8

Students who do not perceive the existence of a population
problem in the Philippines will tend to prefer a higher mean number of children than those who perceive such a problem.

Hypothesis 9

Students who score high on the familism scale will tend to
prefer a higher mean number of children than those who score
low.
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Hypothesis 10

Students who score high on the dominance scale will tend to
prefer a higher mean number of children than those who score low.

Hypothesis 11

Individuals who indicate a desire to raise their families in the
city will prefer a lower mean number of children than those who

intend to raise their families in the rural areas.

Hypothesis lZ

The larger the students' family of orientation, the higher the
mean number of children they will prefer to have for their own.
The procedure used in testing these hypotheses is discussed

more fully in the section on statistical methods of analysis.

Methods and Procedures of Study

The data for this study comes from the results of a survey
among college students from private universities and colleges in the
Philippines identified as Catholic and Protestant institutions.

The

research was conducted during the early part of 1970, using standardized questionnaires which probed into specific questions (see
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Appendix A) relative to the issues discussed in the literature and
problem section of this dissertation,

The Protestant schools

and~·

In sampling the Protes-

tant institutions three important considerations were taken into
account: (1) denominational sponsorship of the school, (2} location
and accessibility, and (3) socio-economic composition of the student population of the school in question.

Three major denomina-

tions are represented in the school sample, namely, the Baptists,
the United Church of Christ (a merger of several Protestant denominations including Presbyterians, Disciples of Christ, and Congre-

gationalists) and the Methodists.
With these considerations in mind, the relatively bigger Protestant schools having a population of no less than 400 college students were arbitrarily chosen because they seemed (1) to be more
or less typical of all the other Protestant schools, (Z) they were
easily accessible although located in different islands in the country, and (3) the socio-economic composition of the student population in these schools appeared to be representative of students in
the Philippines in general.

On these criteria, the following Pro-

testant schools were chosen: (I) Silliman University, Durnaguete
City, in Negro a Island, United Church of Christ; (Z) Central
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Philippine University, iloilo City, in Panay Island, Baptist; (3)
Philippine Christian Collegt:, in Manila, Luzon, Methodist; and
(4) Southern Christian College, in Midsayap, Cotabato, Mindanao

Island, United Church of Christ.
To sample the students from these schools, a list of all col-

lege students enrolled in them containing information on their
religious background, was obtained from the school authorities.
The list was grouped according to religion.

Having done this,

each student in each religious group was assigned an identification
number containing as many digits as the total number of college
students in the school.

For example, if the total number of college

students in the school was 499, the identification number assigned
consisted of three digits starting always with 001 and running up to
499.

A table of random numbers was then consulted and on this

basis, a random sample of Catholics and Protestants were chosen
by the blind stud procedure, specifying in advance the route and
direction of the selection of the random numbers to be included as
part of the sample for study.

Students whose random number was

selected through the process explained above were then subsequently
contacted with the help of the administration and faculty (most of
the time) and requested to fill out the questionnaire.

Except in

fifteen instances, every student requested in the Protestant schools
complied by filling out the questionnaire.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

34
~schools

and students.

For logistical and other prag-

matic considerations. the larger and more prestigious Catholic
schools such as Santo Tomas, Ateneo de Manila, La Salle, San
Beda, and others were purposely excluded in this survey because
(1) these schools are the exclusive Catholic schools in the Philip-

pines.

By and large, they attract and admit the more economically

elite and privileged segments of the Philippine population,

(2) It

was thought that the SC'.hools should be comparable in terms of (a)
the sizes of their student population, and {b) social class composi-

tion of the student body.

As a consequence, the following Catholic

schools were included in the sample of Catholic schools: (1) San
Pablo College, Quezon City; (2) Ateneo de Davao, Davao City;
(3) Notre Dame College of Midsayap, Cotabato; (4) Notre Dame
College of Pikit, Cotabato; (5) Notre Dame University of Cotabato
City; (6) St. Paul's College in Dumaguete City; (7) St. Michael's
College in Iligan City, and (8) St. Colurnban, also in !ligan City.
In sampling students from the Catholic schools, an attempt
was made to follow closely the same procedure used in the Protestant schools.
reasons.

However, this could not be done for a number of

(1) Many of the Cca.tholic schools included in this study

had no information about the religious background of their students.
It appears that a general assumption prevailed that those who were
in these schools were Catholics, or that such an item of information

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

35
on the students was not necessary or of any use.

This is not to

say that there were no Protestants in these schools or that the
Protestant students were not known. In fact, in many instances,

teachers in these schools were readily able to identify the Protes-

tant students in their classes.
(Z) In at least four of the Catholic schools, there were very
few Protestant students and it became necessary to include all of
them in the study since sampling them did not seem a practical
procedure to follow.

(3·) Given this situation, it was also decided

not to randomly sample the Catholic students.

Rather, the ques-

tionnaires were distributed to selected classes in each of these
schools.

Because of these procedures, there were students

belonging to other religious groups that actually filled out the
questionnaire.

There were, for instance, no less than seventy

students who identified themselves in the questionnaire as Muslims.
These students' responses were not included in the present analysis.

Methods of Statistical Analysis

This section will outline the methods of statistical analysis
used to test each of the twelve hypotheses given early in this chapter,
Originally, it was the intention of this study to rely heavily
on an Analysis of Variance Technique {one-way, two-way, and
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three~wayi

the Western Michigan Computer program at the time

of the analysis could tackle only as many as three variables at a
time) to test the major hypotheses.

However, after having done

all the three-way (TRIAOV) analysis of variance run on the variables that this study deemed relevant, it turned w.t that interpretation of the results was extremely difficult and, in fact, impossible
because of the presence not only of significant main effects in all
of the variables included in the TRIAOV run, but also of the pres-

ence of significant interactions among them.
For example, in the TRIAOV analysis for the variables of
sex, religion, type of schools, and mean number of children pre-

ferred, the computer output indicated that in some cells the mean
number of children preferred was not just due to religion but also
to sex, type of schools, and to the interaction (combined effect) of
these variables.

It was, therefore, virtually impossible to just

look at the values of the cell means and make blanket interpretations or assessment of the :research hypotheses without doing violence to the internal character of the evidence.

Faced with this

difficulty, Dr. Michael Stoline, statistician and statistical consultant of the Western Michigan University Computer Center, who
wrote the TRIAOV program for unbalanced cases, was consulted.
Dr. Stoline was of the very strong opinion that there was no way by
which the cell means could be meaningfully interpreted based on the
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TRIAOV output alone, given significant main effects and interactions.

He, therefore, suggested as the most viable and practical

solution, follow-up i-tests of any of the cell means desired for
comparison,

This procedure does not vitiate the research objec-

tive or do violence to the internal nature of the evidence and their
interpretation since it explicitly recognizes the interaction effects
of the variables in question.

Throughout this dissertation, therefore, when the TRIAOV run
shows both significant main effects and interactions, follow-up .t.tests of cell means are also perfonned for any cells deemed relevant for comparison.

In performing the !-tests, the focus is always

on Protestants and Catholics in both Catholic and Protestant schools
so that the results bear on the research problem.

The basic format

of the cells is a 2 x 2 x 2 x 2 design with slight m_odifications

intra~

duced according to the number of levels of the control variables,
To test hypotheses involving categorical variables such as
sex, religion, or types of birth control methods

respondents will

prefer to use, appropriate statistics such as Pearson 1 s chi-square
or a difference of proportion test are applied.
More specifically, the following appropriate statistical technique was used to test each hypothesis:
For Hypotheses 1, a comparison of means test
statistic used.

(t~test)

was the

In addition, a simple one-way analysis of variance
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(ANOVA) run was made.
For Hypotheses 2, 8, and 11, a three-way analysis of variance (TRlAOV) and a follow-up t-test were done.

The follow-up

!-tests were necessary because of the significant interactions

among the cell means under each of the control variables.
For Hypotheses 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7, Pearson 1 s chi-square and
the Rapid Method.£!: Determining Significance of the .Difference

Between Two Percentages (Davies, 1962) were used.

The latter

procedure, developed by a sociology professor for the United

States Department of Agriculture, is a relatively fast method of
computing significant differences of proportions even in the ab-

sence of computers.

Although very rarely used by other social

scientists in their research, Davies and the Department of

Agri~

culture have applied the method extensively in their own studies
in rural sociology with great success (see, Circular No. 11,
United States Department of Agriculture Bulletin, Washington,

D. C., 1962).
For Hypotheses 9, 10, and 12, Pearson 1 s r is the most appropriate statistic.
All the alpha levels were set at the p.

=.

05 to reject the null

hypothesis.
In addition to the statistical techniques mentioned above, a
Multiple Classification Analysis (MCA} run was employed on five
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predictor variables.

The predictor variables included in the MCA

were sex, religion, age, socio-economic background, and type of
schools.

MCA, however, was not relied heavily upon as the other

statistical methods above.

The MCA run on the predictor variables

above was made in order to find out whether the analysis of variance approach could find consistency in the MCA technique.

The

result showed that both techniques complemented closely.
MCA is one of the many kinds of analysis derived from the
general linear model.

In this method, membership in each cate-

gory of nominal variable is treated in the linear equations as a
binary {lfdummyl 1 ) variable.

to as

11

Thus, the technique is often referred

dummy 11 variable regression.

Regression coefficients of

the dummy variables are most easily understood when expressed
in terms of deviations from the grand mean of the dependent variable (Andrews, Morgan, & Sonquist, 1967; Melichar, 1965}.
One advantage of an MCA on the data like the one in the present study is that MCA has the ability to make specific predictions
of the values of the dependent variable due to the combined effects
of the predictor variables since MCA gives out the adjusted means
of each predictor variable,

From the adjusted MCA means, the

investigator can then add or subtract from the MCA prediction mean
in much the same fashion that a tree structure is made from Automatic Interaction Detection (AID).
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At this juncture, an explanation and justification for the
familism and dominance scales used in this study appear to be in
order.

Familism and Dominance Scales

Justification and explanation

Available pieces of evidence from other studies hint that
''modern~traditional 11

orientations exert some degree of influence

upon the attitude of people towards certain aspects of social life.
Generallv, the findings indicate that
to be more

11

11

traditional 11 individuals tend

conservative 11 in their views towards a wider range of

things than those who are conceptualized as

11

rnodern 11 in orienta-

tion (cf. Inkeles, 1967; Learner, 1962).
In the Philippines, there are indications tending towards a

close association between

11

modernity'' and the acceptance of prac-

tices considered ''non-traditional," such as the use of trained physicians rather than the local medicine man, the notion of disease
as germ-caused rather than malevolent spirit induced, the use of
fertilizers to produce more crop yields rather than the resort to
ceremonial propitiation, and others (see, for instance, Polson &

Pal, 1956).
Of specific relevance to this study, Lynch & Makil (1971)
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found in their study among lowland Filipinos that the acceptance
of certain modern activities tended to be highly correlated with
family planning practices,

In an attempt, therefore, to assess the impact of the continuum concept of

11

modernity-traditionalism,

11

this study formulated

three hypotheses {Hypotheses 9, 10, and 11) which were viewed

as an approximate measure of such an impact.

The variables used

to assess these hypotheses were those that concerned (1) fan..,ilism,

(2) dominance-tendency in the marriage relationship, and (3) type
of community in which the respondents desire to raise their fam-

ilies permanently when married.

These variables are neither

exhaustive nor perhaps the only possible measures of "modernitytraditionalism,

11

but they seem to be the most relevant and appro-

priate in terms of the Philippine context.

Since two of the measures

involved the use of scales, they will be explained in the following
paragraphs.
Familism was measured by eight questions in the survey
instrument (Questions 51--58, see Appendix A) which asked the
respondents to either agree, agree very strongly, disagree, or
disagree very strongly to each of the eight questions.

Each of

these responses were scored so that a high score {four) indicated
high familism and a low score (one) signified low familism.

Respon-

dents who responded agree to each question scored 3: agree very
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strongly, 4; disagree, 2 i and disagree very strongly, 1.

The mean

score of each individual for the eight questions were then calculated and those who scored between 1--1.99 were defined (arbitrarily) as low in familism; those who scored 2--2.99 as moderate
in familism; and those scoring 3--4 as high in familism.

Subjects

who were high on familism score (3--4) were conceptualized as
11

traditional 11 while those who were low (1) were defined as "modern.

11

Pearson s r was then computed between familism score and num1

ber of children preferred.
Dominance-tendency was measured with the use of four questions in the questionnaire {see Appendix A, Questions 47--50).

The

procedures used in scoring the questions on familism were followed
so that a high score corresponds to high dominance and a low score
to low dominance.
ditional,
11

11

High dominance subjects were defined as

11

tra-

while low dominance subjects were conceptualized as

modern 11 in orientation.
At this point, it must be mentioned that both scales used in

this study are not validated scales.

The writer knows of no scales

of these types used in the Philippines.

The investigator could have used other familism scales that
were already previously validated from studies in the United States
(see, for instance, the familism scales of Bardis, 1959; Cleland,
1955; Hill, Stycos, & Back, 1967; Rosen, 1956).

However, a
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careful examination of the items included in these scales indicated
that they were not immediately relevant to the Philippines since
these items did not reflect many of the normative patterns unique
to the Philippines.

The Rosen (1956) familistic-individualistic

scale, for example, contains only one item that is somewhat relevant to the Philippines; Bardis 1 scale comes almost close with
three items that could be modified for the Philippines.

Moreover,

none of these scales were used in relation to the question of fer-

tility attitudes.
Because of these considerations, the writer, on the basis of
his acquaintance and knowledge of the culture of the Philippines,
constructed eight items which were the ones used in this survey.
In the construction of the eight items of the scale, care was taken
so that the items would reflect those patterns of culture prevalent
in the Philippines.
Since the items in the present scales have never been used
before either in the U. S. or in the PhHippines, this writer gives
no assurance of their statistical validity.

However, intercorrela-

tions for each item were attempted and the correlation matrix
gives an indication of the unidirnensionality of these items.

Except

for one item on the dominance scale which had an intercorrelation
of . 33 with the other items, all the rest had moderate intercorrelationa (Tables 1 and 2}.
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TABLE I
Correlation Matrix of Eight Items Used in the Familism Scale
4

Variables
I. 00

z

.46

I. 00

0

0

46

.40

47

0

I. 00

0

46
49

I. 00

4

.48
0

51

.54
.44
I. 00

.59
0

0

0

0

31
46
67
51

I. 00

.46

.49
0

0

0

0

0

51

48

0

63

51

0

43

.47

48

.58

53

0

I. 00

46

.59
I. 00

TABLE Z
Correlation Matrix of Items Used in the Dominance Scale

4

Variables

.1. 00

33

.46

I. 00

.49

0

I. 00
4

0

0

0

59
46
58

I. 00

In regard to the type of community in which respondents desired
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to raise their families, they were simply asked to indicate whether

they wanted to raise their family in (a) rural area, (b) municipality,
or (c) city.

Individuals who desired to raise their children in the

city rather than in the rural areas were conceptualized as more
11

rnodern 11 in orientation than those who intended to raise their chil-

dren in either rural or municipal settings,

Conversely, those who

intended to raise their children in the rural areas were defined as
more
11

11

traditional 11 in orientation and those in the municipality as

transitional.

11

Chapter I of this dissertation dealt with the theoretical background, research objectives, and review of the literature.

Chap-

ter II presented the l'esearch hypotheses and the methods J.nd procedures of study.

Chapter II also presented the statistical proce-

dures for testing each of the twelve research hypotheses and the
rationale for using these methods.
The task of the next chapter is to present a brief description
of the ethnographic materials in the setting of the study which are
relevant to the present problem.
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CHAPTER III

THE SETTING OF THE STUDY
The Philippines: A Brie£ Overview

Location and description

The Philippines lies 600 miles off the southeast coast of Asia
and 15 degrees above the equator,

It is the neighbor of Japan,

Korea, and Taiwan to the north, Borneo to the south, and Vietnam
and Thailand to the west.

The Pacific Ocean extends along it eas-

tern seaboard.

It is a country of more than 7, 000 islands spread out on the
sea 1. 000 miles north to south and 625 miles east to west at its
widest point.

The total land area of 300, 000 square kilometers,

scattered and discontinuous, is heavily concentrated in the two
largest islands: Luzon in the extreme north and Mindanao in the
far south.

Its population dennity is a little over 120 persons per

square kilometer {Burley, 1973; Concepcion, 1970).
The Philippines has 17.2 million hectares of cultivable land,
or 59 per cent of the entire land area.

Only 41 per cent of the 17.2

million hectares is under cultivation, and the remaining area is

46

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

47
largely unexploited.

Educational institutions

One of the striking features of the Philippine educational
system is the predominance of private schools and colleges among
the institutions of higher learning.

Unlike the United States, the

government schools in the Philippines play a much less prominent
role in educating its citizens; although government control over
all types of schools is much more stringent in the Philippines than

it is in the United States.

The majority of these private schools

and colleges are non-sectarian, that is to say, they are either
owned and operated by private citi:!:ens or by a corporation or by
a family and do not have any specific identification with any reli-

gious denominations.

The others are classified as sectarian schools.

These are the schools which are run, financed, and administered by
religious denominations.

There are two kinds of private sectarian

schools: those that are sponsored by the various Roman Catholic
orders, and those that are subsidized by different Protestant denominations.
An indication of the predominance of private sectarian and nonsectarian institutions of learning in the Philippines may be gleaned
from the study of Dr. Arthur Carson.

In 1958--1959, for example,

87.7 per cent of all college students in the Philippines were in
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private colleges and universities, whereas only 12.3 per cent
were enrolled in public colleges and universities (Carson, 1961,
p. 67).

Among those students in private schools, more than two-

thirds were in private non-sectarian schools, close to one-third
were in private Catholic schools, and the few others were in the

Protestant private schools and universities (Carson, 1961, p. 121).
Although somewhat dated, these figures still hold a great
degree of significance at present since it is doubtful that the

campo~

sition of the educational institutions has changed very much over
the years.

If anything, it may even be that the private schools

have grown in numbers.
Since the focus of this study is among Catholic and Protestant
students in Protestant and Catholic schools in the Philippines, a
distinction between these two types of schools might be of help in
understanding their role in the Philippine educational context.

Catholic and Protestant Schools Distinguished

Catholic schools are those schools in the Philippines that are
sponsored and run by Catholic missionary orders such as the Jesuits,
Dominicans, Carmelites, Order of Mary, etc.

Some of these schools

have been established as early as the 1600 1 s during the Spanish rule
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in the Philippines and others have sprung up over the years and
some were founded very recently.

These schools constitute one

of the largest groups of private institutions of higher learning in
the Philippines and produce perhaps close to a third of the college
educated population of the Philippines every year.

Private non-

sectarian schools produce the largest number of graduates each

year.
Generally, students who go to these schools are Roman Catholics, but it is not uncommon for many Protestants to select these
schools.

In some instances, the Protestant 1 s choice of these

schools is dictated by geographical proximity, accessibility, and
related economic factors.

For instance, in towns or municipali-

ties where there is (usually) one Catholic school, Protestants may
decide to be in the Catholic school because going to a Protestant
school may mean having to go to another island some 250 miles or
more away, which entails more expenses and which the family may
not be able to afford.

In still other instances, the choice may be

made because the course the individual desires is not offered by
other schools except by the Catholic schools.

Again, the Protestant

student may be attracted by the allegedly higher quality of the Catholic schools.
Under the Philippine educational system, these schools are
supervised by the Department of Education through the Bureau of
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Private Schools.

Financially, however, these schools are wholly

on their own and the government gives no subsidy in any direct
form.
All Catholic schools require their students to take courses

which may involve the study of Catholic religious canons in addition to those courses which the government specifies.

Protestant~

Just as the Catholic schools are sponsored and run by Catholic missionary orders, Protestant schools are also sponsored and
run by Protestant missionary denominations such as the United
Church of Christ, Methodists, Baptists, and Lutherans, to mention a few.

The oldest of these schools were established in 1901

and 1906, and a few others were founded in recent years.

While

these schools appear to be strongly organized among themselves,
they are not quite as numerous as the Catholic schools which may
be found, in some provinces, in almost all sizable towns or cities.
One or two of these Protestant schools have become noted over
the country because of the quality of their graduates, and like some
of the quality Catholic schools, have become attractive to ambitious
and enterprising Catholics who seem to continue to seek entrance
into them in spite of some ideological opposition from relatives
and sometimes parents.

But it is not rare either to find Catholic
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parents who insist on sending their children to these schools in
spite of opposition from relatives and some community members.
In the 1950 1 s and the early 1960 1 s, for example, this writer
recalls that several of his Catholic friends and their parents were
being threatened by the Parish priest with excommunication because
they were matriculated in one of the Protestant schools in Dumaguete City (Silliman University).

In fact, the Parish priest did

make good his threat for three of them.

Six years later all three

became ordained ministers of the Protestant Church in the Philippines.

Despite these few incidents of ideological opposition by

some Catholics, Catholic students and parents alike appear to continue to seek adm.ission to some of the more prestigious and quality
Protestant schools as evidenced by the percentage of Catholics in
these schools.

For example, since 1958 (the year this investiga-

tor matriculated at Silliman University--a Protestant school--as a
college freshman), Catholics in this University have always constituted the largest group, outnumbering the Protestant students.

The

situation is roughly similar in other Protestant schools where it is
very likely that more than half of the students are Catholics.
The advent of the ecumenical movement in the second half of
the 1960 1 s seemed to have weakened some of the ideological opposition to entering Protestant schools and the criss-crossing of both
religious groups to each type of school has become more frequent
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than it used to be and will probably continue to be more extensive
in the years ahead,
Like the Catholic schools, Protestant schools are also under

the general supervision of the Department of Education through the
Bureau of Private Schools and require all their students to complete

courses dealing directly with doctrines, tenets, and philosophy of

Protestantism and the Protestant Church in addition to the government required courses.

As a college student, I recall that one of

the many complaints of students (both Catholic and Protestant students) at Silliman University voiced was the compulsory requirement
of Bible classes in order to graduate from the University.

It is not

entirely incorrect to say that perhaps the same complaints may have
been made in the Catholic schools,

Demographic Profile

Population size

~composition

As of early 1970, the total population of the Philippines was
estimated at about 37.5 million (Census, 1970), compared with
the 1960 census total of 27,087,685,

Religiously, 8 out of every

10 Filipinos reported being a Roman Catholic as of the 1960 census.
A little over 5 per cent belong to the Philippine independent church;
4. 9 per cent are Muslims; 2. 9 per cent are Protestants; and about
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1 per cent are followers of the Iglesia ni Krista (an indigenously
developed Protestant type of church).

The 1970 population figure is the product of a 3, 3--3.5 per
cent annual growth rate ranking the Philippines as one of the
fastest growing populations in the world, and the fastest in Asia.
Between 1948 and 1960, the population increased at 3.18 per cent
annually.

From 1900 to 1969, the population increased by about

30 million and it is expected lo grow by another 70 to 75 million in
the remaining three decades of the twentieth century.

By Asian

standards, in themselves above average, the population density o£

the Philippines is high but not excessively so.

However, with the

population total which is expected to double in the next generation,
the heavily populated areas now characteristic of the island of Cebu
and parts of Luzon, could experience greater population pressure
and become a major concern.

Patterns of occupation could also

be drastically affected by this growing density.
The country 1 s population problem is not one of number or
density but of a high growth rate caused by a fall in the death rate
rather than an increase in the birthrate.

Immigration is inconse-

quential and growth has been due to the decrease of death rate.
Given the poor and inefficient reporting and record-keeping system
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in the Philippines, one can, in fact, safely say that the real rate
is perhaps double the official one.

The recorded death rate

dropped from 16,5 persons per 1, 000 population in 1939 to 7 per-

sons per 1, 000 population in the 1960 1 s, a level which apparently
has been maintained in 1970.

While the recorded death rate may

be an under statement, there is little doubt of a real dec:ine in the
actual death rate.

Universal and generally adequate medical facil-

ities and tee hnology established in the early part of the century by
the Americans are largely responsible for the fall in the death rate,
Infant mortality in particular has been cut drastically while malarial mosquito control has prolonged many lives also.

Today, tuber-

culosis is the chief mortality problem, and if, as is probable, this
disease is brought under control, a further upsurge in the population growth could result.
The unofficial birthrate has consistently stayed in the vicinity
of 45--50 persons per 1, 000.

There is reason to believe that this

birthrate has been nearly constant over the past seventy years and
that it has not declined to any important degree within recent years
(Concepcion, 1970).
The success achieved in decreasing death rates and the failure
to decrease birthrates has produced an exceptionally youthful population in the Philippines and, therefore, a very high dependency
load.

Initial estimate of the national average dependency load
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reveals that there are 54. 67 children per 100 working adults
(Census, 1970).

Currently, the median age stands at about 17

years; in 1903 it was 20 years.

Preliminary results of the 1970

census suggest that 57 per cent of the population was below 20
years of age.

By 1980, therefore, the numbers in this category

are expected to have risen to a figure greater than that of the total

1960 population.

This situation means that, even in the event of a

significant fall in the birthrate due to the massive introduction and
acceptance of effective birth control measures, substantial growth
in total population is inevitable into the 21st century.

This situa-

tion arises because there is a 20-year lag between the inception of

a fall in the birthrate and a fall in reproduction rates.

With a

youthful population, it is the latter which is the key element in
population growth.

Currently in the Philippines, the incidence of

child bearing, expressed as the ratio of children below 5 years old
for every 100 women aged 15--44, is 95. 31.

In other words, on

the average, nearly every woman possesses one infant child.

Data on marriage and household patterns do not seem to indicate a trend toward a lower birthrate.

Evidence does not point to

a trend toward higher age at marriage among females.

The median

age at marriage is about 20 years for the females and 22.5 years
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for the males (Concepcion, 1970; Smith, 1968).

Although the

registration showed a rise in the median age at marriage between
1956 and 1961, this upward trend did not continue from 1961 to

1964.

For example, in 1956 the mean ages of the males and

females in the Philippines at the time of marriage were 24. 4 and
21.7 years, respectively.

In 1961, the mean ages of males and

females at marriage were 24.7 and 22.1, respectively.
figure did not change, however (Smith, 1968).

The 1964

It is, of course,

possible that the figures have changed now, but data are not avail-

able yet.

Perhaps these data do not negate a long term trend

toward higher age at marriage, but at the moment one can only
speculate.

On the other hand, those women who do marry later than the
average, have not brightened the picture for future fertility trends.
Concepcion and Flieger (1968}, in their study in the Manila area,
note that those women who marry later than average give birth to
three or four babies faster, earlier, and at closer intervals compared to those who marry younger, thus negating the advantages of
a late marriage for population control since those who marry late
will in effect produce as many children as those who marry earlier
and younger.
According to the 1960 census, there were some 4. 6 million
households with an average of 5. 8 persons per household.

Of the
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S.Z million ever-married women in the total population in 1960,
3. 6 million were in the childbearing ages of 15--44 years,

Mar-

ried women ages 20--29 (the prime reproductive years) numbered

1. 5 million (42 per cent of the married women of reproductive age).
As of 1966, Lorimer (1966) estimates that there were about 6. 7
children per completed family in the Philippines.
If age at marriage in 1960 remains unchanged, from 1970 to

1980 there will be a 40 per cent increase in the number of new
families.

During the same period, the number of children between

the ages of 5--14 will increase over 20 per cent and the number of
youth of elementary school age (7--13) will increase by about 50
per cent.

The nurnbe't' of women of childbearing age (15--44 years)

will be 45 per cent greater in 1980 than in 1970.
further population increase is thus enormous.

The potential for

H fertility remains

at 1960 levels, there will be 98. 5 children for each 1 0 0

women

in this age group by 1980 because younger women will be relatively
more numerous than older women among women of reproductive
age.
The magnitude and extent of the population problem of the
Philippines in terms of available land space and resources may be
seen in better light perhaps by examining some of the vital figures
from some of the neighboring Asian countries with respect to total
area, population and density, cultivated area, and nutritional density.
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Table 3 indicates that Malaysia, which has a bigger total land area
per square kilometer in relation to its population than the
pines, is very much better off.

Philip~

Given the rubber industry of

Malaysia, it can readily be asserted that it is at a much greater
advantage for further economic take-off than the Philippines,

With

the exception of Taiwan, Pakistan, and India, the Philippines ranks
poorly, even in comparison with Mainland China.

TABLE 3
Area, Population, and Density of Selected Asian Countriesa

Country

Population in
millions

10. 3
Burma
25.2
Thailand
30. 7
Indonesia
92. 6
Mainland China 646. 5
South Vietnam
17. 4
PHILIPPINES
37. 5
Pakistan
120. I
India
5 II. I
Taiwan
13.4

Malaysia

Total
area in
sq. km.

Gross
population density I sq.
km.

area in
s
krn.

362, 633
676, 578
514, 000
I, 491,564
9,561,000
173,809
300, 000
946,716
3, 045,220
36, 151

31
38
60
62
68
100
123
127
168
372

33, 240
160, 880
I 14, ISO
I 76, 900
I, 093, 540
2 8, 3 70
100,270
284, 2 90
1, 583,410
8, 790

Culti-

vated

Nutritiona!
densi-

ty_ _ _
310
15 I
269
525
595
614
358
423
323
I, 535

Source: Based on R. E. Huke, Shadows on the Land: An Economic
Geography.£!. the Philippines, (Manu:;;- Bookma~nc-:-:- "1963)-,-updated by reference to the Economic Commission for Asia and
the Far East (ECAFE} data.
aData all relate to the latest available year for cultivated area in
each country. This is 1967 or 1968 except for Indonesia and Mainland China (1960), Thailand (1965), and Burma (1966).
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It seems, therefore, that there is every reason that Filipino

and foreign observers alike feel an alarming situation in its runaway population growth.

Philippine £.2E.ulation growth and socio-economis_ development

There are two controversial schools of thought regarding the
relationship between fertility and socio-economic development.
One school asserts that socio-economic development has an inhib-

iting effect on fertility.

The demographic transition theorists such

as Thompson (1946), Blacker (1947), I<. Davis (1949), and Notestein
(1953), for instance, posited that as a society develops and becomes

more industrialized, there is a general tendency for fertility to
decline.
The other school of thought, however, argues that economic
development promotes fertility.

Malthus {1914), for example,

argued that economic development increases the demand for more
labor which in turn increases the proportion of persons marrying,
reduces the average age aT: marriage, and increases the fertility.
Presumably, the views of Malthus were influenced by what he conceived to be the trend of fertility in England during that country 1 s
industrial revolution.
The crucial question for the Philippines, however, is not
whether high fertility will decrease with rapid economic development,
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but whether high fertility will help promote economic development
and thereby alleviate the existing widespread poverty of millions.
It is becoming more and more apparent today that no country in
the world, much less any country in the developing nations, can

afford to let nature take its own course by allowing a run-away
population growth without curtailing it and still be able to translate the efforts of their governments at economic development into

tangibly higher and better standards of living for the people.

The

revolution of rising expectations that has swept people in the developing world and the accompanying clamor for improved and better

standards of living and services cannot be met if population growth
is allowed to be unchecked.

It is, of course, recognized that there

are limitations to the simple accounting of the definition of the problem of the relationship between fertility and economic development,
but since economic development is invariably measured in terms of
output per capita, any increase in population will, all things being
equal, reduce the rate of economic development (cf. Ness, 1970).
If, for instance, the total output of a country per capita
increases by 5 per cent per year over a decade, and population
increases by 3 pe1· cent per year, we would be left with approximately only 2 per cent per year growth in output per capita.

Given

the present condition of poor countries such as the Philippines, a
2 per cent increase per year of growth margin in output per capita
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is an uncomfortable and inadequate base for a rapid economic
take-off.

The experience of many such countries in Asia inevitably

shows that even with a 2 per cent margin of growth, the government is still unable to provide for the basic welfare and other public services to the people.

Basic elementary education, for instance,

is still virtually limited to those who can afford to pay for school
fees and other school necessities which the parents have to provide
because of government inability to do so.
On the other hand, if over the same period, population increases

by only 2 per cent, and total output increased by 5 per cent per year,
then we would have had an increase in output per capita by approximately 3 per cent per year, thus giving a little more margin of
economic growth over population growth.

This is, however, not

the case with the Philippines and, in fact, it is precisely in terms
of the arithmetic of the margin between population growth and economic growth that the rate of population growth in the country appears
to be a formidable barrier to economic development.

For instance,

while the gross national produce (GNP) grew at an annual average
of 5. 5 per cent between 1960 and 1967--one of the highest rates in
Asia (Concepcion, 1970), more than half of this GNP increment was
devoted to the estimated annual population increase of 3. 5 per cent
over the same period, leaving only a very limited margin of 2 per
cent.

Following the post-war reconstruction in 1946, the national
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income has grown at an annual average rate of more than 5. 5 per
cent.

However, an explosive population growth accelerating from

3. 2 to 3. 5 per cent per year over the period 1946 to

mid~l969

has

substantially negated what would otherwise appear to have been a
respectable pace of economic development (Powers & Sicat, 1971).

Consequently, today per capita income remains quite low and
unevenly distributed.

As of 1968, the annual average per capita

income was $151 as compared to $3. 2 79 for the United States for

the same year (Concepcion, 1970).
There is, therefore, an urgent and strong argument to contain
and restrain fertility if economic development is to be achieved.

For, as Professor Hunt (1966, p. 210) aptly observed:

11

A rapid

population growth means that a large proportion of the country's
efforts will have to go into keeping up with the new supply of hungry
mouths rather than into improving the standards of living for the
existing population.

11

In addition, the inculcation of a strong

moti~

vation for fertility restraint appears to be an excellent launChing
block upon which a strong motivation for intense economic efforts,
entrepreneurship, savings, and financial creditability can be developed.

Such motivations would be conducive to a general milieu of

economic development.

Furthermore, there is evidence from

other countries indicating that consumption needs of families are
indeed reduced when an extra child is not there.

This reduction in
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consumption needs has the effect of increasing family savings which
can be converted into investments.

For farmers, a reduction in

the number of children has the parallel effect of reducing

subsis~

tence needs so that more output can go into cash marketing with
the proceeds used to purchase more fertilizer or better seeds, or
to pay off loans.

Re-investments will presumably result in increased

outputs in the future, leading to yet another round of increased income and savings (Robinson & Horlacher, 1971}.
There is another dimension of population process that is critical for economic development.

This concerns the age distribution

of a rapidly expanding population and the heavy cost it places on a
struggling economy such as the Philippines.

A rapidly expanding

population tends to be young with a heavy concentration of unproductive age groups at the bottom of the age pyramid.

As indicated

early in this chapter, the Philippine population as of 1970 consisted
of 57 per cent who are below 20 years of age and a dependency load
of 55.

If fecundity stays as it is, by 1980 the dependent age group

(below 20) will comprise 64 per cent of the total population, whereas
only slightly over 23 per cent will be in the productive age group.
The proportion of people aged 65 and over will remain small, about
3 per cent, but the total dependency ratio will increase.

The seri-

ousness of the implications of a high dependency load for the Philippines given its present resources and level of living can perhaps
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best be seen by looking at the dependency ratio in selected counM
tries of the world (Table 4 below).

TABLE 4

Per Cent Distribution of Population Under 15 and Over
65 in Selected Countries of the World

u. s.

A., 1967

Sweden, 1967
Canada, 1968
Japan, 1966
Costa Rica, 1966
Guatemala, 1964
Honduras, 1966
Mexico, 1966
Puerto Rico, 1965

Jamaica, 1963
Taiwan, 1966
Thailand, 1960
Singapore, 1968
PHILIPPINES, 1960

Per cent ·of
population
under 15

Per cent of
population
over 65

30, 3Z
zo. 96
3Z.07
Z4.97
48. Z4
46. 05
51.48
46. Z6
38.67
45. IZ
43.69
43. 19
4Z. 78
45.69

9. 5
13.0
7. 8
6. 4
3. z
z. 7
I, 7
3 3
5. 8
4. 4
Z,6
z. 8
0

z.s
z. 7

Dependency
ratio

66. z
51. 6
66. z
45. 7
105. 9
95. 4
113, 8
98. 3
so. 0
98. z
86.3
85. z
83, 9
94. 0

Source: Nathan Keyfitz and Wilhelm Flieger, Population Facts and
Methods~ Demography, (San Francisco: W. H. Freeman & Company, 1971), pp. 60-IOZ.
This concentration of a large non-productive age group at the
bottom of the age structure can exact a heavy burden on economic
development and can drag improvement to a rather frustrating pace,
This situation arises because while the nation has to provide a
heavier outlay for child services, housing, food and schooling for
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the dependent age group, at the same time only a small proportion
of the productive age group are contributing to the economic output (cf. Hunt, 1966, p. 210).

Given the long range return of

investments in education and other public services mentioned above,
the employment patterns in the Philippines, and the low productive
capacity of existing systems, one readily sees the imperative urgency
of a program of limiting fecundity (Burley, 1973).

The Religious Institutions and the Population Problem

The lack of significant changes in the birthrate of the Philippines has been invariably attributed by foreign observers and some
Filipinos to the impact of Roman Catholicism upon the fertility
behavior of Filipino Catholics.

Burley (1973, p. 170}, for instance,

makes the assertion that

until Roman Catholic attitudes [i.n

11

•••

the Philippine!_/ to birth control are modified, it will remain a quite
commonplace state of affairs for Filipino women to bear seven or
more children, almost all of whom now reach maturity.

11

Numerous other foreign observers and Filipinos alike have
made similar evaluations of the role of Catholicism in the Philippines• population growth, but it is very doubtful that Roman Catholics contribute more to the problem of a run-away population growth
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than do other religious groups.

It seems that other religious

groups in the Philippines are just as prolific, if not more, as
Catholics.
There arc several rather serious questions that one must

substantiate with solid information in heaping the blame of high
Philippine population growth upon Roman Catholics.

First,

obser~

vations in the country will tend to show that large families exist
equally among both Catholic and Protestant groups and certainly
small families are not a monopoly of Protestants and other nonCatholics.

Second, there has been no attempt at really systemati-

cally studying the variance in fertility patterns of different religious
groups in the Philippines and the widespread acceptance of the no-

tion that Catholics have larger families because they obey the
teachings of the Church has not really been substantiated by empirical data.

Third, the official position of the Catholic Church as

embodied in the Humanae Vitae and the Papal Encyclicals has not
been received by all Roman Catholics in a uniform vein. 1 What

1 see, for example, the reports of the fifty-five-man Papal
Birth Control Commission in the National Catholic Reporter, April
19, 1967, Vol. 3, No. 25. The Commission was divided revealingly
into three groups: the majority group which favored a change in
the Church 1 s stand on contraception, signed by six theologians and
thirteen other members of the commission; the minority group was
against change and it was signed by four theologians. A third group
argued for reforms and it was also signed by four theologians.
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seems to be the case, in fact, is that the reluctance of many
Filipinos, regardless of religious affiliation, to practice family
planning stems as much, if not more, from the fear of the consequences on health rather than from a desire to abide by the Pope 1 s

encyclical (cf. Castillo, 1970).

Fourth, in a survey of a national population in the Philippines,
Dr. Frank Lynch and Perla Maldl (1970) found that Catholicism is
no obstacle to the acceptance of family planning in Philippine families.

This study showed that Catholic religiosity and church atten-

dance were positively related to the acceptance of family planning.

In another survey in Dumaguete City, done in cooperation with the
Silliman University Family Planning Clinic, a private family planning agency, of subjects consisting of 93 per cent Catholics, Laing
(1967) found that a high proportion of women planned to use family
planning regardless of religion.

Similarly, the 1973 official report

of the clinic mentioned above indicated that a substantial portion of
their clientele in the last six years of operation had been Roman
Catholics.
In asserting that perhaps many observers are barking up the
wrong tree in blaming Catholicism for the Philippines• extremely
high population growth, the writer is not in any way suggesting that
Philippine Catholicism favors acceptance by its adherents of chemical contraceptive devices or that it has absolutely nothing to do
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with the population growth of the country. 1 Perhaps it has, but
then again, perhaps it has not.

Given the absence of any solid

information, however, and the impressionistic observations of the

fertility of all religious groups in the country, one cannot properly
make the blanket assertion that Catholicism has the major responsibility for high fertility.

Therefore, it seems that the proper

stance of any respectable social scientist in a situation like this
should be one of reserve and cautious evaluation.

This writer's personal impression is that Catholics and the
other religious groups in the Philippines contribute equally to this

zooming growth.z

But here again, he can only state an unsubstan-

tiated assertion; and until such time when data from systematic

lThe official stand of the Philippine Roman Catholic Church
regarding birth control regulation may be gleaned from: Vitaliano
Gorospe, S, J. The Church and the regulation of birth: After
humane vitae. Philippine Studies, 1969, 17, 556-585; and from:
Roman Catholic fertility and family planning: A comparative review of the research literature. Studies in Family Planning, 1968,
34, 9, 12-13, 22. (A publication of the Population Council)
2 some pieces of support for this observation may be seen in
Pascual, E. Differential fertility in the Philippines. Philippine
Sociological Review, 1971, 19, 209-229, which indicate an absence
of differences in the fertility of rural and urban subjects; and in
Ballweg, J. A. Sinfuln~ss of family limitation: Interpretation vs.
practice in the Philipp1nes. Sociological Analysis, 1972, 33(2),
110-115. In this study, the author found that Catholics who viewed
birth control practices as being sinful were just as accepting of
family limitation measures of any kind as those who did not view
birth control practices as being sinful.
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studies are available, this iS all one can say.

This study, there-

fore, could, hopefully, become a step in the direction of providing
such evidence.

The Protestant churches

On their part, the Protestant churches in the Philippines have
officially encouraged and supported a program of population education and control and recommend to their members the use of the
most effective contraceptives.

However, there are indications

which show that in actual practice, Protestants have not really

followed the official position of their churches in their fertility
behavior patterns.

Although difficult to substantiate because of

the absence of basic empirical information, it is still nearly accurate to say that Protestant and Catholic families in the Philippines
are practically the same in size, based on common observation.
Partial support for this statement seems to be provided by Laing 1 s
(1967) study in Dumaguete City in which he concludes that the ideal

family size prefer1 ed by Filipino women was much the same for
Catholics as for Protestants.

The sample of the study consisted

of 93 per cent Catholics.
In all fairness, however, it must be mentioned that Protestant
churches in the Philippines were probably the first organizations to
establish programs for family planning in the country.

As early as
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1957, the National Council of Christian Churches in the Philippines
(NCCCP} launched the Family Relations Center with the avowed
purpose of disseminating information on fertility control and the

distribution of birth control devices to their church members.

At

this time up to about 1969, the official Philippine government policy was anti-fertility control.

In fact, there were several laws

and executive orders which expressly banned the importation of
birth control devices in the Philippines.

These laws, however,

were apparently either circumvented by some people or were not
strictly enforced by the government judging from the fact that

throughout the period of the existence of the ban, birth control
chemicals were already marketed in the country, albeit as medications for

11

menstruation.

11

It might also be said that while there seems to be a definite
difference in the effect of the stand of Protestant and Catholic
churches on public policy, it is highly doubtful that there is a
religiously-based difference in the individual Filipino 1 s acceptance
or non-acceptance of contraceptive practices.

The Government and Birth Control

Official government policy of the Philippines in regard to the
regulation of birth may be divided into three periods: the pre-1960
period, the period of dilemma roughly during the years 1960--1968,
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and the period of reversal from 1969 to the present.

Before 1960 there was practically no questioning of the
Philippine government's pro-natalist policy.

In fact, as indicated

above, there were laws and administrative orders which expressly
banned the importation of birth control chemicals and devices to
the Philippines.

The taxation system which provided for large

tax exemptions for large families, maternity leave benefits, and
tax strictures on unmarried earners were pro-natal measures.

Government officials, in fact, promoted the idea of a large population and argued that there were still large tracts of uncultivated

and uninhabited lands in the country.

What was not pointed out by

the government proponents of a large population was the fact that
these lands were practically uncultivable because they are mountainous, rocky, and denuded.
The results of the 1960 census confirmed the findings of special studies and the projections of population made by the United
Nations Population Branch relating to the rapid population growth
in the Philippines,

However, in response, government economic

and social development plans did not do more than acknowledge the
high rate of population growth.

It is this writer's hunch that the

reluctance of many government officials to espouse programs of
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population control was politically based and, of course, understandable.

In a country that is dominantly Catholic, politicians

did not want to court disaster in their political careers by

pro~

posing a massive population control for a population they perceived

to be anti-fertility control.

In addition, there were many politicians

who really and sincerely believed that the Philippines could easily
take care of a population twice as large as then existing.

Events and situations after the 1960 census placed many pronatalist politicians in uncomfortable light.

Unemployment and

underemployment were perhaps at their worst during this period,
especially among the young.

In 1960, for example, unemployment

was estimated at about 8 per cent and by 1965 the absolute numbers
of unemployed rose by about 40 per cent from 1960.

The situation

in the cities such as Manila and Cebu was most critical.

Of the

urban labor force, some 11 per cent were reported unemployed in
1965.

The problem was not so much that of men losing their jobs

and being unable to find another as it was the inability of young men
seeking their first job to find one.
actively looking for additional work.

Almost two-thirds of these were
Ten per cent of all male workers

in the cities were without jobs, and another 33 per cent were looking for additional work (Concepcion, 1970).
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Against this background of

under~

and unemployment, the

government faced several other serious problems.

The demands

for more classrooms and adequate school facilities for the burgeoning number of children seeking entrance into the elementary
schools were mounting all over the country.

College graduates

who could not find any suitable employment in the country were
flocking to the American Embassy by the thousands everyday
seeking that coveted visa to the United States, while, on the other
hand, politicians were, as usual, engaged in petty bickerings as

to which party was doing more for the country.
The net result of the constant mass exodus of college-trained

individuals to the United States was to leave the Philippines with
an unskilled and not too literate labor force--a situation which did
not do the economic development prospect of the country much good.
It was in the face of this mass of problems that several responsible and knowledgeable leaders, educators, social scientists, clergymen, and others agitated for a program of population control.

And

late in December, 1968, the Executive Secretary to the President,
Mr. Rafael Salas, at a meeting of twenty-four interested persons,
proposed the establishment of a Commission on Population to study
the population situation in the Philippines in all its aspects and to
recommend policies and programs in conjunction with economic and
and social development plans.

It was probably this meeting that
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became the turning point in the policy of the government from

pro~

natalism to pro-fertility control.

Subsequent to the meeting initiated by Salas, on February
19, 1969, President Marcos signed an executive order establishing
the Commission on Population with the following objectives:
1.

Undertake, promote, and publish studies and inve stiga-

tions on the Philippine population in all its aspects;
2,

As semble and disseminate tee hnical and scientific infor-

mation relating to medical, social, economic, and cultural phenomena as these affect or are affected by population;

3.

Formulate policy and program recommendations on popu-

lation as it relates to economic and social development;
4,

Formulate research and study programs and projects and

assign these to such individuals or organizations as the Commission
may deem appropriate;
5.

Perform such other duties as proper authorities may from

time to time direct the Commission to undertake (Concepcion, 1970).
The Commission was subsequently organized and was composed
of the various government department heads and heads of private
concerned agencies.

After its first organizational meeting, the

Commission concluded that a reduction of the high rate of population
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growth was in the vital interest of the nation, and, therefore,
recommended to President Marcos the following:
1.

To establish and adopt specific and quantitative population

goals on the basis of reliable demographic data and expected demo-

graphic trends.
2.

To promote the broadest understanding of the adverse

effects on family life and national welfare of unlimited population
growth and to provide the means by which couples can safely, effectively, and freely determine the proper size of their families.
3.

To make family planning part of a broad educational pro-

gram oriented toward the harmonious development of the individual

personality, the family, and the nation.
4.

To examine the legal and administrative policies and mea-

sures affecting family size, and, if deemed essential, to revise
such policies and measures to bring about a balance between family size and social and economic goals.
5.

To continue efforts toward the further reduction of still

high rates of morbidity and mortality.
6.

To adopt policies and establish programs guiding and

regulating the flow of internal migration, and influencing spatial
distribution in the interest of development progress.
7.

To establish and maintain regular contact with international

public and private organizations concerned with population problems
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(Concepcion, 1970),
On December 6, 1969, President Marcos appr0ved the Commission• s statement on population policy and program and in his

State of the Nation Address at the opening of the Seventh Congress

of the Philippines on January 26, 1970, he stated that:
. , . , I have decided to propose legislation making
family planning an official policy of my administration.
The task of government in the control of population is threefold.
The first is education, in order to impress on the
people the urgent need for controlling the population.
The second is the dissemination of knowledge on
the techniques of birth control sanctioned by scientific
and medical practice.
The third is the provision of facilities, especially
in the rural areas, where assistance in the use of birth
control methods may be extended to the poor (Concepcion,

1970).
Such is the radical reversal in the stand that the Philippine
government has taken since 1968.

As of 1970, approximately 639

non-commercial family planning clinics operated by both private
and public agencies were at work, and during the twelve-month
period of 1970 ending in December, a total of 213,300 acceptors
have been reported nationwide, 53.2 per cent of whom were using
oral contraceptives. I

The efforts at population control was a very

timely and welcome move.

1 Figures are from the Annual Reports, Family Planning Evaluation Office, University of the Philippines, Population Institute

(1970).
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The Filipino Intellectuals and the
Birth Control Issue

In discussing the process of change that has occurred in the
policy of the Philippine government towards birth regulation, one
can not leave out a discussion of the role that the Filipino intellectuals played.

Certainly, not all Filipino intellectuals who recog-

nized the socio-economic problems facing the country saw birth
control as the viable solution.

of population control.

Some were opposed to the program

The arguments given by some of the intel-

lectuals who opposed birth regulation offer the social scientist

some clues of the nature of the predicament that the Philippines
faced.

The attitude of some of the Filipino intellectuals in regard to
the regulation of birth may be characterized as one of ambivalence
and reluctance.

An illustration of this attitude may be gleaned from

the contents of an otherwise excellent volume entitled Philippine
Socio .. Economic Problems, by Jeremias Montemayor (1969).

Of

the 430-some pages of this brilliant treatise on the socio-economic
problems of the Philippines, only a small and obscure 6-page section of cautiously stated lines on population problems and control
is devoted to a discussion of the topic.

In fact, nowhere in the
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entire volume is the population growth of the country treated as a
problematic factor in development.

Others have followed the Mat'xist argument that

11

family plan-

ning is not the need of the Philippines at the moment," but rather
the equalization of the distribution of the nation 1 s wealth (Reyes,
1971), and proposed socialization of a number of public services.

Still others "vehemently object 11 without much elaboration to population control as a means of economic development. 1
Perhaps this position stems from the old and doubtful notion

that there are still much untapped soil and many resources in the
Philippines that can adequately provide for more than twice the

existing population if properly managed.
Behind all the intellectuals 1 objections to population control
seems to be a failure of under standing of the intricate dynamics of
population process and economic development particularly given the
current state of affairs in the Philippines.

Many intellectuals in the

Philippines still harbor the notion that the cure to the threat of

popu~

lation explosion does not lie in intensified birth control campaigns
but rather in programs that will eliminate poverty and extreme
quality.

ine~

This argument also fails to further understand that any

1 F. Sionil Jose, in a speech before a group of students and
faculty, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, Michigan, October 10, 1973, sponsored by the Western Michigan University International Studies Program.
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program of population control in the developing nations like the
Philippines, cannot be isolated from the fight against poverty and
inequality.

Certainly, poverty and inequality can only be abetted

with a run-away population growth.
The total scenario then that emerges in the Philippines is one
in which the government 1 s efforts at economic improvement and
development to satisfy the demands of people 1 s rising expectations,
is simultaneously being countered by the combined factors of high
underemployment and unemployment, low gross national productivity,
high dependency load, low per capita income, poverty, dwindling sup-

ply of natural resources, and illiteracy.

This combination of forces

does not auger well for the health and stability of the nation in the
future unless the program of population control succeeds.
The analysis and interpretation of the data will be made against
the scene portrayed above.
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CHAPTER IV

PRESENTATION, ANALYSES, AND INTERPRETATION
OF THE DATA

Chapter III described some of the relevant ethnographic materials in the setting of the study.

This chapter will now present, a.na-

lyze, and interpret the findings obtained in the survey.

General Demographic Information

Religious distribution

Out of the 2, 280 respondents who completed the survey instrument, 1, 561 (68, 46 per cent) indicated Catholicism as their religion;
and 719 (31. 54 per cent) said they were Protestants.

The religious

distribution for the national population of the Philippines consists of

83.8 per cent Catholics and 2. 9 per cent Protestants (Census, 1960),

Slightly more than 63 per cent of all the respondents come
from the four Protestant institutions included in this survey and the

rest are from the Catholic schools.
The religious distribution of the respondents according to
schools is as follows: Catholics in Protestant schools, 903 (39. 61

80
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per cent); Protestants in Protestant schools, 541 (23. 73 per cent);
Catholics in Catholic schools, 658 (28. 86 per cent); and Protestants in Catholic schools, 178 (7. 8 per cent).

A little over 38 per cent of the subjects said they were in the
first year of college at the time of survey; 19.6 per cent were in
the sophomore year; 20.1 per cent were juniors; 19.9 per cent were
seniors; and 1. 2 per cent were in the graduate school.
Virtually all the subjects (98 per cent) were single at the time

of the survey.

There were 42.9 per cent males and 57. 1 per cent

females.

As a group, the respondents of this study come from a comparatively smaller size family than those reported by other investigations in the Philippines,

The average number of brothers and

sisters reported in this study is 5. 4 living brothers and sisters
and 6. 2 brothers and sisters ever born.

Lorimer (1966) reported

6. 7 as the average number of children for the national population
in the Philippines.

The modal number of brothers and sisters

indicated by the respondents in this survey is 6 for both living and
ever born.
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Part of the contention made in Chapter III of this dissertation
that Catholics and Protestants in the Philippines do not differ in
family size seems to be borne out by the data concerning the

num~

ber of brothers and sisters that respondents have at the time of
the study.

Table 5 shows that Catholic respondents had a mean of

5.25 brothers and sisters while Protestants had 5.21.

The

differ~

ence of. 04 is not significant at the . 01 level of probability.
TABLE 5
Percentage Distribution of the Number of Brothers
and Sisters Per Respondent
Number of living
brothers and sisters

Catholics
N = I, 550

Protestants
N = 719

.IZ
71

z.zz

z. 62

z.zz

24.52

25.03

0

4

7

10 up
TOTAL=

X=

30. 65

28.93

30.58

31.58

6. 90

6. 54

3. 09

z. 50

.39

.42

__,1.2.

_____,_ll

100.00

100.00

5.25

5. Z I
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The average age of the subjects in this survey is 18.99 years.
A total of 17.2 per cent of the sample repartee] being in the age
group of 18--19 years old.

The modal age of the group is 17 years

old with 18.4 per cent reporting this age category.

In both educational attainment and annual income, the parents
of the respondents come from a better than average group in the

Philippines.

Exactly 28 per cent of the fathers of the subjects

finished college; 7, 4 per cent had some college education; and 16

per cent had a complete high school education.

The mean number

of years of the education of the fathers was 10.49 years while that
of the mothers was 9. 79.

The average annual income of the parents is .1'2, 697,34.

This

figure is much higher than that reported by Concepcion (1967, 1970)
for the national Philippine population for 1964--1965 which was
:fl, 648 (about $475).

Concepcion also reported that the average

Filipino had a fifth grade education.
As a group, therefore, the respondents of this survey are above
average in terms of the annual income and educational attainment of
the parents.

Rural--urban residence
More than 34 per cent of the subjects identified their residence

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

84
of origin as rural, 36.4 per cent as municipal, and 28.9 per cent
as city.
Rural areas are those communities called barrios.
are the basic unit of Philippine rural life.

These

The typical barrio,

according to the Philippine Presidential Assistance on Community

Development (PACD), has about ZOO people and roughly about
thirty-five families (see Hunt, Pal, Coller, Espiritu, de Young, &

Corpus, 1964, pp. 258-262; PACD Annual Report for 1958, cited
in Espiritu & Hunt, 1964, pp. 26-27; Polson & Pal, 1956, pp. 4-8).
From a political organization point of view, barrios are the

lowest political units in the governmental structure.

They are

headed by an elected official called Barrio Lieutenant and assisted

by a Barrio Council.
A municipality is the trading center for all the barrios that
compose it.

These are the places where the market place and the

municipal government offices are located.

It is the center of the

activities of people from the poblacion and the outlying barrios,
resembling the county seat in the United States.
Cities are those communities so listed and designated in the
national roll of chartered cities.

Although cities and municipalities

tend to be generally bigger and more complex than the barrios,
many possess rural characteristics and value patterns.

Some cities

may also be the seat of the provincial governments.
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For all the respondents, the ideal number of children preferred
is slightly higher than the number of children they really want to
have when married.
To the question:

11

What do you consider as the ideal number

of children that a married couple should have?

11 ,

39.3 per cent said

three was the ideal number; 20.8 per cent said two; and 22.5 per

cent said one.

But when asked:

dren do you really want to have?

11

When you marry, how many chil-

11 ,

37.9 per cent responded three;

20.4 per cent said two; and 24. 8 per cent said one.

The average

number of children considered as an ideal by all subjects is 3. 4

while the average number of children they actually want to have
when married is 3. 3 (Table 6).
11

ldeal number of children preferred 11 seems to reflect a socie-

tal norm as perceived by the students; that is, this is the ideal number of children respondents think an average Philippine family
should have, whereas

11

number of children actually wanted to have

when married 11 seems to reflect their own norms, that is, the number of children they want in their own family.
There are some especially interesting findings obtained by
this survey concerning the number of children preferred and actually
wanted by the subjects: (1) those who prefer or actually want five
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or more children are few.

Specifically, only 6. 5 per cent con~

sidered five or more as an ideal.

Laing (1968) reported that among

his respondents, five is the number reported as ideal by the major-

ity of his sample.

Eshleman (1971) reports 3. 56 as ideal in his

survey; Corrales found that in Negros Occidental, the ideal family
size indicated was 5. 1.

Hill (1968) noted five as the ideal size

reported for the national data in the Philippines, and Concepcion
and Flieger (1968) found that among lowland Filipinos, five is the
ideal indicated by nearly half of young women respondents.
In evaluating the figures on average number of children considered ideal, however, it must be noted that, except for the present
study and that of Eshleman (1971), the other investigations dealt
with non-college student samples.

This study and that of Eshleman

involved college student samples .. The much lower average number
of children preferred in this investigation could perhaps mean that
already the government 1 s new stance toward fertility control and its
intensive campaign to disseminate vital information about population problems and control are beginning to influence the student
population.

As noted in Chapter III, the government 1 s present pol-

icy toward population control was adopted only in the later part of
1969, and it was not until that time that a massive and intensive
program of information distribution began.
Whatever the probable cause of this result, it is interesting to
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note that the number of children considered ideal among the student
population seems to be declining in number; presumably it could be
expected to decline further as Philippine

socie~y

in general goes

through a process of urbanization.

TABLE 6
Percentage Distribution of Number of Children Respondents
Preferred and Really Wanted to Have When Married

Number of children

TOTAL=
X=

Ideal
Preferred

Actually
Want to Have

3. 5

2. 1

22. 5

24. 8

20. 8

20. 4

39. 3

37.9

6. 5

7. 1

3. 7

2. 9

1. 7

.7

1. 5

.9

_ _._5

___l:..!.

100. 0

100. 0

3. 47

3. 30

(2) Another interesting finding of this study is that women
respondents significantly preferred and actually wanted more children than men respondents.

An MCA (Multiple Classification
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Analysis) run, using sex, religion, age, and socio-economic background as predictor variable indicates that the women prefer+. 14
more children than that preferred by all respondents, whereas the
men wanted -.18 lesser children.

This finding is opposite our

expectation.

TABLE 7
Percentage Distribution of Number of Children Preferred
and Actually Wanted By Sex of Respondents
Number of
Children

Males
Ideal

Want to have

(N = I, 307)

(N = 981)

X=

Females
Ideal
Want to have

. 71

.20

. 08

. 38

4. 38

3. 16

2. 83

I. 30

29. 15

29.26

17.44

21.42

18. 65

18. 14

22.42

22. II

34.25

36.69

43. 08

38. 87

4. 08

5. 71

8. II

8. 19

3. 67

2. 34

3. 67

3. 29

2. 55

I. 12

I. 15

.46

I. 83

. 92

I. 22

. 92

3. 39

3. 31

3. 49

3. 51

(3) Relatively few, 3.1 per cent of all the respondents, indicated that they do not want any children at all when married.
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(4) None of the respondents preferred or actually wanted nine
or more children.

The Research Hypotheses and the Data

Having described briefly some of the relevant demographic:
characteristics of the subjects, this section of the chapter will now

be devoted to the testing of the research hypotheses advanced in

Chapter II of this dissertation.

Hypothesis

In Chapter II, the general hypothesis was made that, Catholics
as a religious group would prefer a higher mean number of children

than Protestant students,
The findings of this investigation concerning the average number of children preferred showed that, taking Catholic and Protestant
respondents as gross categories, no significant differences in the
mean number of children preferred exists and do not allow us to
accept the hypothesis as stated,

Table 8 shows the percentage dis-

tribution of preference for both Protestants and Catholics.

Both an

analysis of variance run and 1-test indicate that the differences are
significant at the . 05 level {Tables SA and BB).
We, therefore, have no reason to accept Hypothesis 1 and
must say that taken as gross categories, the fertility values of
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Catholics and Protestants are similar.
In this regard, it is interesting to note that E. Pascual 1 s
(1971) study regarding fertility differentials in the Philippines
based on an analysis of national census data in the Philippines
showed only a very slight difference between Catholics and nonCatholics.

Also, Pascual noted that, among certain age cohorts,

the non-Catholic sample tended to have a slightly higher fertility
than Catholics.

Pascual remarked that the higher fertility of non-

Catholics among those age cohorts

11

may have been due to the fact

that there were Muslims among non-Catholics who still practice
polygamy.

11

This writer contends that this observation is doubtful

because the actual practice of polygamy among Muslim groups in
the Philippines is insignificant,

An empirical investigation in

Marawi City, (a city composed of about 90 per cent Maranaw Muslims), for instance, showed that out of 36, 000 Muslim households
in Marawi City and its vicinity, less than. 01 of one per cent of
Maranao Muslims actually had plural marriages (cf. Gowing, 1964).

Hypothesis 2

Catholic students in Catholic schools would prefer the highest
mean number of children compared to Protestants in Catholic schools,
Catholics in Protestant schools, and Protestants in Protestant schools
in this order.
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TABLE BA
Per Gent Distribution of Ideal Number of Children
Preferred by Religion

Prate stante
N" 719

Catholics
N" 1,560

Number Preferred

I. 95

4

j{,
S. D. " I. 3431

4. 68

. 97

Z3, 85

19. 19

zo. 13

zz. Z5

4Z. 37

3Z, BZ

5, 57

B. Zl

Z. Z4

6. BZ

,33

4. 87

_____,_!l1

~

100.00

100. 00

3, 34

3. 14

Eta" .14
TABLE BB

Analysis of Variance for the Differences
Between Catholics and Protestants
Source of
variation

Degrees of
Freedom

Between religion
Within religion
Total
*Not significant at p.

Z, Z6Z
Z, Z63
05

Sums of
squares

Mean
square

6. 55

6. 55

4,0·15. 00
4, OZI. 55

1.77

F-value
3. 70*
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When the subjects were stratified according to type of schools
and their religious affiliation in order to test Hypothesis 2, the
values of the means for ideal number of children change and show

that Protestant respondents in Catholic institutions had the highest
average number of children preferred (4. 15), while Catholics in
Protestant universities indicated the lowest average number of children preferred (3.22).

level (Table 9).

This difference is significant at the p

. 01

On the other hand, respondents who are Catholics

in Catholic schools and Protestant subjects in Protestant schools
showed no significant differences at. 05 probability in the n1ean
number of children preferred (3. 67 and 3. 64, respectively).

Signi-

ficant differences do exist between Catholics in Catholic schools
and Catholics in Protestant schools; between Catholics and Protestants in Protestant schools; and between Catholics and Protestants
in Catholic schools.

The predicted direction of the mean values of

Hypothesis 2, therefore, is not confirmed by the data.
Controlling for further type of schools, religious affiliation,
and sexual status, presents a more complex result.

The general

pattern of Protestants in Catholic schools preferring the highest
average number of children and Catholics in Protestant schools
wanting the least number of children remains.

But the mean values

for each category by sex in each religious group and type of school
increase sharply.

Table 10 shows the percent distribution and mean
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values for each sex, religion, and type of school.

From Table

10, it can be seen that female Protestants in Catholic schools ha.d
a mea.n value of 4,24; mab Protestants in Catholic schools had a

mean value of 4. 06,

Female Catholics in Protestant schools

showed a. mean value of 3,43; male Catholics in Protestant schools
showed a value of 2. 83,

On the other hand, male Catholics in Catho-

lic schools had an average preference of 3. 35, while male Protestants in Protestant schools showed a mean value of 3. 37.

Female

Catholics in Catholic schools showed a mean value of 3. 55 while
female Protestants in Protestant schools showed a mean value of

3. 59.
When a TRIAOV analysis run was made on the variables sex,
religion, typt of school, and number of children preferred, output
TRIAOV figures indicate not only significant main effects but also
significant interactions among the variables; that is, the cell means
for the dependent variable under each category of control variables
are not just due to either religion, sex, or type of school, but due
also to their combined effects thereby rendering interpretation
extremely difficult {see computer output table of TRIAOV run,
Tables lOA, lOB, llA, Appendix B).

It, therefore, became neces-

sary to run a series of !-tests for all possible cell combinations so
that a more meaningful interpretation and assessment of the hypothesis could be made.

The !-tests values indicated that this procedure
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does not vitiate the research objective or the assessment of the
hypothesis since the values of the cell means are in the expected
direction.

TABLE 9
.Per Cent Distribution of Number of Children Considered Ideal
By Catholic and Protestant Respondents
Ideal number
of children
preferred

Catholic Schools
Prats,
Catha.

N" 658

N" 178

Protestant Sc boola
Prats.
Catha.
N" 541

N" 903

z. 03

I. 69

z. 58

. 56

6. Zl

I. II

zo. 36

13. 48

Z6. 38

Zl. 07

zz. 19

14.04

18.63

Z4. 95

44.83

38.

zo

40,58

31.05

5. 3Z

IZ. 36

5, 76

6. 84

3. 19

IZ. 36

I, 55

4. 99

,30

I. 69

.33

5. 9Z

_!..B.

~

~

_L.Ql

TOTAL "99. 99

100.00

99. 99

99. 99

3. 67

4. 15

3. zz

3. 64

4

7

X"

Cell means compared seem to indicate that taking Catholics

and

Prot~stants

in Catholic and Protestant schools respectively,

no significant differences exist for both rnales and females (Table
llA, Appendix B).

However, significant differences exist between
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Protestants who are in Catholic sc boola and all the other cells.
These subjects showed the highest mean values compared with all
the others,

It appears that type of school exerts a greater influence

on the values of the dependent and that Protestant students in Catholic schools and Catholic students in Protestant schools are the ones
most greatly affected since the !,.-values for these cells are all sig-

nificant at p = • 01.
In essence, what this seems to imply methodologically is that
if we take only Catholics in Catholic schools and Protestants in Pro-

testants schools and compare their fertility values, we would probably find no differences as it seems to be indicated in our present
data among these groups.
To examine further the nature of this relationship and to eliminate possible masking effects of the three variables, a Multiple
Classification Analysis (MCA) run was made using sex, religion,
and types of school as predictor variables.

The advantage of run-

ning an MCA for data such as this is that MCA makes adjustments
on the effects of each variable category due to their separate impact
on the value of the dependent variable.

Further, if an investigator

is concerned with specific prediction model, MCA allows him to do
this by simply adding or deducting the adjusted MCA mean values
associated with each predictor variable from the Grand Mean (Yvalue--the dependent variable).
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TABLE 10
Per Cent Distribution of Number of Children Preferred By Type of Schools, Sex, and Religion

Catholic Schools
Catholics
Protestants
M
F
F

Ideal Number
of Children
Preferred

M

. 17

1. 43

8. 36

5. 00

l. 79

9. 89

40.25

18.49

27.50

14.57

19. 78

16.41

19.87

19.64

31.49

35. 16

30.64

46.11

29.64

33.46

19. 78

3.41

7. 08

3. 57

10. 63

. 93

1. 89

4.29

5. 91

2. 20

. 53

8. 57

3. 15

5. 75

5. 50

. 86

100.00

100.00

100. 00

100. 00

100. 00

100.00

100. 00

3. 35

4. 06

4.24

2. 83

3. 43

3. 37

3. 59

3. 45
l. 86

1.15

22.06

19. 09

17.24

24.19

20.69

8. 05

41.65

47.21

41.38

5. 33

5. 31

4. 59

3. 98

17.24

7. 69

. 53

l. 15

1. 07

l. 33

100.00
3. 35

3. 56

4

2.14

Totals
X=

Protestant Schools
Protestants
F
F
M

Catholics
M

.39

.39

-g
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Figure 1 (next page) shows that the adjusted mean values
based on the MCA run do not change the pattern of the values of
the dependent variable for each predictor variable.

The pattern

of Protestants in Catholic schools reporting highest fertility values
with Catholics in Protestant schools indicating the lowest, rernains.
The MCA F and T values associated with Catholics in Catholic schools
and Protestants in Protestant schools remain not significant as in
the previous analysis, while those associated with Catholics in Protestant schools and Protestants in Catholic schools are significant.
We, therefore, have reason to reject Hypothesis 2 since the
direction of the predicted mean values are not confirmed.
What possible explanations, if any, might there be for the
pattern of responses noted above among Protestants in Catholic
schools and Catholics in Protestant schools?

There are four pos-

sible interpretations that this writer would like to make:
1.

.-~fensive

nO£!TI-conformi1Jr.

For lack of a standard sociolo-

gical concept already in use, the writer advances the concept of
defensive norm-conformity (hereinafter referred to as DNC) as one
interpretation of this pattern.
Essentially, DNC is a defensive behavior mechanism that
individuals will employ in responding to social stimuli v•hen in a
different social context whose norms are (mis) perceived as being
different from one 1 s own in order to avoid a deviant label.

DNC
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FIGURE I
Prediction Model Based on an MCA Analysis Using Sex, Religion,
and Type of Schools As Predictor Variables

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

99
could also result from the individual 1 s uncertainty as to the normative responses of the group in which he functions.

When these

individuals are presented with social stimuli, they will respond to
the norms they (mis)perceive to be dominant and acceptable arnong
the large segment of that social context rather than according to
their own normative commitment or values.

DNC differs from con-

formity (cf. Allport, 1958; Asch, 1962; Kiesler & Kiesler, 1970) in
that (1) DNC is not a consequence of normative group pressure, real
or imagined; (Z) rather, it is the consequence of an individual! a misperceptionand inaccurate assessment of the normative definitions
existing in the social milieu in which the individual finds himself;
(3) the response exhibited, carried with it no element of private
commitment or private acceptance to the misperceived norm; that
is, the individualls indicated response may have nothing to do at
all with what he really privately believes.
For the Protestant students in Catholic institutions, for
example, ther"' :i" a greater likelihood of responding to the questim
of number of children preferred and use of contraceptives according to their perception of what is dominant among the majority of
Catholics in Catholic schools,

Responding to the question according

to one 1 s private belief is to risk a deviant mark and perhaps become
unacceptable to the in-group.

Since there seems to be a mispercep-

tion on the part of Protestant respondents in Catholic schools that
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the majority of Catholics will indicate a large number of children,
they also tended to respond accordingly.

Perhaps, in the process

of approximating the misperceived Catholic responses, more of
them than would otherwise be true indicated more children,

Hence

the higher values for this group.
The same principle applies to Catholics in Protestant schools,
the group which presents the more interesting pattern of response.

Misperceiving that the dominant contextual norm among the majority
of Protestants in Protestant schools would be a preference for smaller size families, they probably over-reacted to the question in the
process of approximating the norm.ative structure they have inaccurately assesserl to

exjAt.

The absence of any significant differences

in the mean values among Catholic students in Catholic schools and
Protestant students in Protestant schools, appears to support this
interpretation.

Furthermore, the significant F values associated

with the dependent variable due to the interaction of school types
and religion among Catholics in Protestant schools and Protestants
in Catholic schools make the DNC interpretation more credible.
Later in this chapter, when we exarnine the pattern of responses on
the question of use of contraceptives when married, it will be noted
that a similar pattern seems to occur.
One can question the DNC interpretation with reasoning that
since the identities of the respondents were protected by the confi-
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dential nature of the survey, the out-group students in the sample
need not feel pressured to conform.

This is, of course, sound

reasoning, but it is one which fails to consider that (a) DNC is not
a consequence of group pressure but rather of the individual's misperception of the normative definitions existing in the milieu in
which he finds himself momentarily.

What is crucial in DNC is not

the prospect of the revelation of one's identity but rather the individua!ls definition of the situation based on misperception.
(b) The reasoning based on confidentiality also fails to interpret
properly the Filipino frame of mind, which is extremely
directed. rr

11

other-

To a Filipino what matters most is not that his identity

may be made known to the public or to the investigator, but that he
must conform to a norm he perceives to exist.

In other words, the

Filipino internalizes conformity to the point where he cannot tolerate
even a
2.

11

secree 1 deviation.
Selective process.

This is another possible interpretation

of the pattern of responses noted in the preceding analysis.

It is

possible, for instance, that Catholic students in Protestant schools
may have been individuals with initial tendencies to plan for smaller
families who have selectively chosen Protestant institutions partly
because of their inaccurate perception of Protestant values with
regard to family size.

Being in an academic setting perceived to

be supportive of this notion insures psychic congruence.

Likewise,
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Protestants in Catholic schools may have been individuals who
initially favored large families and disapproved of the use of birth
cont::ol devices when married.

Since Catholic schools are per-

ceived to be sympathetic to their beliefs in this matter, they also
have chosen these schools.

In a country like the Philippines where there are literally
hundreds and hundreds of Catholic schools for Catholics to choose
from, the interpretation seems viable for Catholics in Protestant

schools.

The writer is not, however, certain to what extent this

may be applicable to Protestants in Catholic schools who seem to
be one of the most greatly affected groups.

As noted earlier, both

male and female Protestants going to Catholic schools prefer a significantly higher mean number of children (p

>,

05) than male and

female Catholics and Protestants in schools of their own religious
affiliation.
3,

Playing the .in-group game: the out-group 1 s adjustment

procedure,

In Philippine schools, Protestant students in Catholic

schools are always a neglible minority in terms of their number.
On the other hand, Catholics tend to outnumber Protestants even in
Protestant schools.

Both Protestants in Catholic schools and Catha-

lies in Protestant schools, however, share a similar kind of experience in the role that they play in the life of the a-.:ademic campus.
The neglible Protestant minority in Catholic schools, for example,
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may attempt to be very vocal and active in that setting but

rna~

have no effect at all on SLTtdent management and organizations.
Similarly, Catholics in Protestant schools are

<1

11

castrated 11 major-

itv who may, like their Protestant counterpart in the Catholic schools,
try to exert their influence with liille or no consequence on official
value stands.
The net effect of this situation for both the neglible minority
and

11

castrated 11 majorit;.· is an attitude of playing the in-group's

game and saying what the in-group mernbers say regardless of
private beliefs.
4.

Thecarek~i..n...:..RT...££E,and~cantion__!!~~·

There

is still another way of interpreting this finding and that is to look
at it in terrns of how groups react to social st.im111i involving normative patterns.

In situations calling for responses that concern norms,

the individuals from the in-gronp can afford to be careless with
their responses because they do not have to prove anything to be
accepted.

They do not need to be extra careful about endangering

their chances of acceptance because they are already part of the
in-group.
cularly if

On the other hand, individuals from the o•,t-grollp, partithe~.c

are seeking acceptance into the in-group, have to be

extra cautious in their behavior lest they violate the in-group norm
and risk their chances of acceptance.
Applying this interpretation on the data, it may be that to the
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question of ideal number of children, Protestants in Protestant
schools and Catholics in Catholic schools do not feel
they ignore the formal norms of the institution.

11

deviant 11 when

On the other hand,

Protestants in Catholic schools have to be more careful in their
responses and hence are the ones greatly affected.
true also with the

11

This may be

castrated 11 majority of Catholics in Protestant

schools.

Hypothesis 3

The hypothesis concerning the knowledge of the respondents of
the official position of the Catholic Church on birth control measures
indicated that the majority of both Catholic and Protestants were
aware of the general nature of the Catholic Church 1 s opposition to
the use of

chen~ical

or mechanical contraceptive devices,

A little

over 92 per cent of the Catholics in Catholic schools showed this
awareness; 91. 81 per cent of Catholics in Protestant schools indicated this knowledge; and more than 90 per cent of all the Protestant
respondents revealed this awareness.
As can be seen from the x 2 values (Table 11), there exists no
difference between any group in either type of school in their awareness of the Church 1 s position.
Hypothesis 3, therefore, is rejected by the data in the analysis
since it was predicted that a greater proportion of Catholics in Catha-
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lie schools will indicate awareness of the official stand of the Roman
Catholic Church on the use of birth control compared to all the other
groups.

The data seem to indicate that there is a widespread under-

standing by the subjects of the general nature of the stand of the

Church regarding the use of chemical or mechanical contraceptive
devices.

In light, however, of the problem posed in this study concerning the linkage between knowledge of the position of the Church and the
use of birth control measures, the data for Hypothe.sis 3 need to be
seen together with the data concerning the intention of the respondents to use birth control measures and the type of birth control
they intend to use.

(Each of these questions is discussed more

fully and separately in Hypotheses 4 and

~)

Recall that in the problem section of this dissertation (Chapter
I}, it was contended that the linkage between knowledge :,£the Church
position on the use of birth control and the actual practice of family
limitations is assumed by the particularized theology, minority status,
and characteristics hypotheses.

Specifically, these hypotheses

assumed that Catholics who practice brith control do so because
they do not know what the position of the Church is on the matter
and that those Catholics who avoid practicing birth control do so
because they know and obey the teaching of the Church regarding the
use of birth control.

The data from this survey allow us now to
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TABLE 11
Per Cent Distribution of Respondents 1 Knowledge of Official Position of Catholic Church

on the Use of Contraceptive Controls
11

Catholic Schools

Which of the following statements

Protestant Schools

do you think best accurately de-

scribes the position of the Philippine Catholic Church toward birth
controls. 11

Catholics

Protestants

N = 658

N = 178

Catholics

Protestants

N = 903

N = 541

l.

Approves all types and kinds of
controls including abortion.

2.

Approves all types and kinds of
controls except abortion.

1. 67

1. 69

l. 66

l. 85

3.

Approves abstinence only.

10.03

11.23

11. 96

10.16

4.

Approves rhythm only.

14.74

14.04

10.07

11.46

5.

Approves both abstinence and

rhythm.

21. 12

21. 91

35.89

38.81

6.

Disapproves of all contraceptives
and controls.

46.35

44.94

33. 89

33.09

7.

Do not know what the Church stands

~

~

~

~

99.99

99.99

100.00

for.

X

l. 12

1.22

=

df=
Contingency coefficient =

. 35916 N. S.
5
.04

• 55

1.29

99.99
8. 34 N. S.
5
. 09

:;

"'
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TABLE 12
Per Cent Distribution of Respondents Who Intend To Use Contraceptives and Controls
When Married By Schools and Religion
11 Do you intend to use contraceptives and controls when you
marry? 11

1. Intend to use

*

2.

Will not use any at all

3.

Uncertain

4.

Depends on our economic
situation.

Totals

,.z

Catholic Sc heals
Catholics Prate stants
N = 658
N = 178

Protestant Schoola
Catholics Protestants
N ~ 903
N = 541

72.19

58.42

64.11

72.83

27.20

32.58

22.92

26.06

.30

5. 62

2.22

. 74

____,_!Q.

___l_,_ll

10.74

____,_n

99.99

99.99

99. 99

99.99

= 2.97

d£ = 9

Contingency coefficient ;; • 042
n. s. p <.OS
*Includes all those who intend to use some forms of controls. both chemicals and "natural"
methods such as rhythm and abstinence.

...,
0
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examine the empirical basis of this assumption.
Do Catholics who know the position of the Church regarding
the use of birth control resist the practice of famP" limitations?
The data show that among all the Catholics, more than 92 per cent
know the Church opposes the use of che1nical or mechanical contraceptives.

However, among the more than 92 per cent who are aware

of the Church stand, close to 71 per cent intend to engage in some
form of family limitation practices when they get married.

The

percentage distribution showed that 72.19 per cent of Catholics in
Catholic schools and 64.11 per cent of Catholics in Protestant
schools intend to practice family limitation when they get married
(Tables 11 and 12).

It seems then that whether or not Catholics in this survey
intend to practice family planning does not depend on their knowledge of the official position of the Church; that is, they may know
what the Church believes and wants them to do, but they do not
necessarily follow blindly,
The contention made in this study, therefore, that in the Philippines the practice of family planning has no religious base, appears
to be supported,

The data also indicate that the assumption of the

three hypotheses that Catholics who practice family planning do not
know the Church position regarding the use of birth control cannot
stand the test of empirical evidence.

The data, in fact, seem to show
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that the more the respondent knows the official position of the
Church, and the more regular his attendance in the religious
ceremonies of his church, the more likely he is to plan to limit
the size of his family by using birth control when he marries.
While the intention to practice family planning, however, does
not seem to be religiously based, the type of birth control method
that subjects intend to use to limit the size of their families seems
to be influenced by the formal posture of the Church represented

by the type of schools in which the students are studying.

Table 13,

for example, shows that respondents in Catholic schools tend to

significantly prefer more the use of rhythm and abstinence and less
of chemical or mechanical contraceptives.

On the other hand,

respondents in Protestant schools significantly tend to prefer more
the use of chemical or mechanical devices and less of both rhythm
and abstinence.

Among those who will use only rhythm, there is

no significant difference between Catholics and Protestants in either
type of school.
There are four possible explanations for the pattern of responses
noted above.

(1) It could be that the alternative choices given regard-

ing the method of restricting family size are vague to the respondents, (2) there is a reluctance among respondents to verbalize the
religious basis of their position, (3) there is a tacit recognition of
the reality that there is some chance of side effects from the use of
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TABLE 13
Per Cent Distribution of Respondents Who Intend to Use Contraceptives When Married
and the Type of Contraceptives Intended to Use
Type of contraceptives or controls
subjects intend to use

Catholic Schools
Catholics Protestants
N = 475
N" 104

Protestant Schools
Protestants
N" 579
N" 394

Catholics

1.

Will use any chemical contraceptives and controls available*

18. 95

18.27

32. 99

39. 08

2.

Will use only rhythln

26. 11

23.07

26.08

29. 95

3.

Will use only abstinence

21. 05

13.46

16. 06

15. 99

4.

Will use both rhythm and
abstinence

32. 00

39.42

21. 93

11. 93

5.

Sterilization

. 84

2. 88

1. 73

1. 52

6.

Abortion

. 63

1. 92

. 69

1. 02

7.

Others

_&

~

_____,_g_

_____,_2.!_

100. 00

100. 00

100. 00

100. 00

Totals

Chi- square Contingency coefficient =
Degrees of Freedom =

4. 21 N. S. p <.05
. 08609
4

16.92
s.
. 13161
4

p>.OS

*Includes potential users of pills, jellies, foams, suppositories, IUD, rubber, etc.

;;
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chemical or mechanical contraceptives, and (4) a greater propensity
to stress the side effects and to accept their seriousness in Catholic than in Protestant schools.

Nevertheless, it seems apparent that there is no religious
basis for the intention to limit family size although the formal posture of the religious affiliation of the schools exerts an influence
in the type of birth control methods that respondents intend to use.
The school--religion normative influence seems to emerge clearly
in the pattern of the respell Res of both Catholics and Protestants in

each type of school (Table 12}.

Hypothesis 4

A significantly greater proportion of Protestants in Protestant
schools will indicate intention to use contraceptives than the proportion of Catholics in Catholic schools, Protestants in Catholic schools
and Catholic in Protestant schools.
The evidence shows that the proportion of Catholics in Catholic
schools and Protestants in Protestant schools who intend to use birth
control do not differ in any significant degree.

Among Catholics in

Protestant schools and Protestants in Catholic schools, however, a
significantly greater proportion of the former (64. 11 per cent),
reported intention to use contraceptives when married compared
with the latter (58. 42 per cent).

Also a significantly greater propor-
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tion of Catholics in Catholic schools intend to use birth controls
compared to Catholics in Protestant schools (72.19 per cent versus
64.11 per cent) and to Protestants in Catholic schools (72.19 per
cent versus 58,42 per cent).

Overall, however (that is, when adding all those who said they
are uncertain or

11

depends on our economic situation 11 ), there is no

difference between the two religious groups.
It can also be noted that Protestants in Catholic schools and
Catholics in Protestant schools tend to use an economic reason in
their attitude toward fertility and birth control.
Hypothesis 4, therefore, cannot be accepted on the basis of
the findings because the predicted direction of the distribution of
the proportion of respondents indicating intention to use birth control is not found in the data analyzed.

Hypothesis 4 predicted that

the greatest proportion of respondents indicating intention to use
contraceptives will be the Protestants in Protestant schools, followed by the Catholics in Protestant schools, then by the Protestants
in Catholics schools, and finally the lowest proportion should be
from the Catholics in Catholic schools.

The pattern of the data

analyzed is different from what was predicted.
As in the mean number of children preferred, there is a reversal in the pattern of responses of Catholics in Protestant schools and
Protestants in Catholic schools; that is, when Protestants in Catholic
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schools who intend to use birth controls when married are compared with the Catholics in Protestant schools who intend to use
birth control, the proportion of Catholics in Protestant schools who
intend to use birth control is significantly greater than the Protestants in Catholic schools.

The pattern is similar among those who

said that they will not use any contraceptives at all when married.
The proportion of Protestants in the Catholic schools who said that

they will not use any birth control when married was significantly
greater than Catholics in Catholic schools, Protestants in Protes-

tant schools, and Catholics in Protestant schools.

Note again that

the proportion of Catholics in Protestant schools who said they will

not use birth control when married is the lowest (Table 12), indicating the impact of their out-group status.
Again, this writer invokes the notions of DNC, selective process, playing the in-group game adjustment, and the careless ingroup as explanations for the pattern of responses in regard to the
respondents intention to use birth control when married.
It seems, for instance, that Catholics in Protestant schools
attempted to be as close to the norm they perceived in the setting.
Thinking that since the majority of the Protestant subjects will
indicate intention to use control measures when married, more of
them than would have been likely under a non-dissonant religious
context indicated a positive response.

This probably explains their

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

114
similarity in attitude with the Protestant respondents.
For the Protestants in Catholic schools, the principle applies
similarly; that is, thinking that a majority of the Catholic subjects

will indicate no intention to use birth control when married, less of
them than would probably be expected under a consonant religious
milieu responded affirmatively to the question.

But then again, it is also possible that Catholic respondents
in Protestant schools may have been individuals who initially tended
to have notions of a small family and selectively chose this academic
setting because of their impression that Protestants tend to want
less children and to indicate a greater desire for family limitation

measures.

This is likewise applicable to the Protestants in Catho-

lic schools, that is, these may have been individuals who initially
did not believe in family limitations and chose a context in which
they find consonance to their beliefs.

Hypothesis 5

This hypothesis states that a greater proportion of Catholics
who intend to use contraceptives when married will tend to significantly
prefer those methods which are sanctioned by the Roman Catholic
Church, whereas a greater proportion of Protestant subjects will
tend to prefer any chemical or mechanical contraceptives.
The evidence from Table 13 shows that among all the

respon~
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dents who intend to use chemical or mechanical contraceptives,
there is again a close similarity between Catholics and Protestants
in Catholics and Protestant schools.

For example, 18.95 per cent

of Catholics in Catholic schools intend to use any chemical contraceptives while 18.27 per cent of Protestants in these schools also
indicated intention to use chemical contraceptives.

On the other

hand, 32.99 per cent of Catholics in Protestant schools intend to
use any chemical controls, while 39.08 per cent of the Protestants
in Protestant schools reported this.

Significantly more Catholics

and Protestants in the Protestant schools intend to use chemical
contraceptives when married compared to Catholics and Protestants
in Catholic schools.

A significant difference also exists between

Catholics and Protestants in Protestant schools.

Among these

groups, there are proportionately more Protestant respondents
who indicated intention to use chemical contraceptives than Catholics.

Among Catholic school students, however, no significant dif-

ference exists between Catholics and Protestants.
Ainong those who intend to use only rhythm, proportionately
more Protestant subjects from Protestant schools indicated this
response (29. 95 per cent) while proportionately more Catholics in
Catholic schools reported that they will use abstinence only (21. 05
per cent).
Among those who said they will use both rhythm and abstinence
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as a method of control when married, significantly more of the
Protestants in Catholic schools indicated this response followed
by the Catholics in Catholic schools and Catholics in Protestant

schools.

Protestants in Protestant schools were the least prone

to rhythm and abstinence as a method of control.

It appears, therefore, that the influence of school norn. and
religion cannot be disregarded entirely.

The presence of signifi-

cant interactions between types of school and religion in the analysis
of variance run supports this conclusion.

The school--religion

effect may be seen more easily when we look at ihe distribution of

the proportion of subjects who indicated the first and fourth category
of response in Table 13.

Note that almost 19 per cent of both Catho-

lics and Protestants in Catholic schools chose the first response,
while 32 and 39 per cent chose the fourth response.

On the other

hand, the proportion of Catholics in Protestant schools (32. 99 per
cent) who indicated use of any chemical contracepth·es when married, is significantly greater than the proportion of Catholics and
Protestants in Catholic schools preferring the method.

This pro-

portion, however, is significantly less than the proportion of Protestants in Protestant schools, and seems to suggest that s school-religion influence exists.
Looking now at the fourth response category, it can be noted
that school--religion influence also appears for both religious groups
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(Table 13).
Proportionately, there are more Protestants than Catholics

who intend to use chemical contraceptives,
is not confined to the Protestant group only.

The intention, however,
Note that 18.95 per

cent of Catholics in Catholic schools indicated they plan to use this
type of controls and 32.99 per cent of Catholics in Protestant schools
so reported (Table 13).

While a significant proportion of Catholics

indicated an intention to use those methods which are associated
with the official position of the Catholic Church, a substantial percentage of Protestants also plan to use those methods.

In fact, there

were actually more Pratestant subjects (29. 95 per cent) who plan

to use rhythm as a method of birth control.
Contrary to the assumptions of the three hypotheses discussed
in Chapter I of this dissertation, subjects who reported that they
will use only rhythm, abstinence, or both rhythm and abstinence
only when married did not give the Church as the reason for their
plans,

Rather reasons and motivations that seem to be remotely

related to the Church 1s stand are given by the subjects.
In light, however, of what has been said earlier, it seems
that the religious factor does have some effect, and while religion
and the Church are not openly stated as the reason for the attitudes
expressed by the subjects, nevertheless, there seems to be a pattern in which its influence emerges in the subjects• responses.
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Table 14 details the reasons given by the subjects who chose
either only rhythm, only abstinence, or both methods only.

It

seems that the element of fear and the uncertainty of potential harmful effects of chemical contraceptives and other stereotype information that students have regarding chemical birth control devices
were the most dominant reasons indicated by the subjects of this

survey.
11

Fear of 1bad 1 side effects heard from adults,

11

that chemical contraceptives can cause deformities,

and
11

11

and

heard
11

doctors

are not sure whether chemical contraceptives can cause cancer of
the uterus 11 constitute the most common categories of reasons
pointed out by the respondents regardless of their religious affiliation,

11

them,

11

Fear of not being able to bear children when desire to have
and

11

my spouse may not want 11 constitute another common

category of reasons subjects gave for choosing only these methods.
Note that while no one among the Catholic subjects invoked the
teachings of the Church of any kind about contraceptive use as a
reason for intending to use only that method associated with it, it
still seems to appear that there are differences in the pr cportions
of the responses according to school grouping which indicate that
the formal posture of the school does exert an influence in the attitude of the student respondents.
The pattern of responses also indicated that both Catholic and
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TABLE 14
Respondents' Reasons For Indicating Use of Rhythm, Abstinence or Both Rhythm and
Abstinence Only When Married

Reasons Indicated

Catholic SChools
Catholics Protestants
N = 376
N = 79

Protestant Schools
Catholics Protestants
N = 371
N = 228

1.

Fear of 11 bad 11 side effects heard
from adults

28.99

29.11

26.95

28.95

2.

Fear of not being able to bear
children when desire for them
comes

19. 95

18.99

19.95

17.98

3.

Heard that chemical contraceptives cause deformities in
infants

22.87

22.78

22.91

24.12

4.

Doctors are not sure whether
18. 06

20.25

21.02

20.18

7. 98

7. 59

7.27

7. 89

--.1.:..!!

~

__!,_!1

___J!!t

99.99

99. 99

99.99

100.00

chemical contraceptives can
cause cancer of the uterus

5.

My spouse might not want to
use one

6.

It is the best way to discipline
the human body

Totals

,?- = 3.29782

N. S.

d£ = 15
Contingency coefficient ::: • 06

:0

120

Protestant subjects invoke fear of the potential effects of chemical
contraceptives based on stereotyped information about these devices.
However, the analysis of variance run indicates significant interaction among the control variables of sex, social class, school, year

in college, and religion. suggesting that, while religion alone cannot
explain the variance in attitude, it does have an effect, although it
is not entirely clear in what manner religion is interacting with the
other variable components.

While the data do not make it easy to

pin definitely the influence of religion, it appears that its effect is
not entirely absent and shows modestly in the pattern of responses.

The data here presented support Castillo 1 s (1970) observation
that perhaps the main reason many Filipinos, regardless of religion,
are reluctant to use contraceptive controls is the fear of the harmful effects these medications may have on them, physically and
psychologically,
It is interesting that while the subjects did not explicitly invoke
religion as a reason in their intention to use either rhythm or abstinence or both methods only when married, the most prevalent reason
given by both Protestant and Catholic respondents who intend to use
contraceptive controls could be classified under the general rubric
11

religious.

11

Table 15 shows that the dominant response is,

11

It is

a sin to produce too many children and not be able to providi:: for
them.

11

Note that 32 per cent of the Catholics in Catholic schools
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and 33.33 per cent of those in the Protestant schools chose this
response; while 29. 81 per cent of Protestants in Catholic schools
and 36.04 per cent of Protestants in Protestant schools give this
reason.

I£ Catholicism encourages a normative stance conducive

to a large family size and Protestantism does not, then these respouses present us a rather interesting contradiction.

TABLE 15
Per Cent Distribution of Reasons For Intention to Use Birth
Control Measures When Married

Reasons Indicated

Catholic Schools
Catha,
Prats.
= 475 N" 104

N

Protestant Schools
Catha.
Prats.
N = 579
N = 394

11 Large family is a
big responsibility 11 ':'

14, II

ll. 54

II, 92

15. 99

lt is our duty to provide the best opportunity for the children 11

16. 00

18. 2 7

13. 82

19. 03

There are too n1any
people in the world
already

26. II

25.96

29.02

10. 91

nit
too
not
for

32. 00

29. 81

33. 33

36.04

__!_!.,_7,ll

~

___lL_2_!_

~

100. 00

100. 00

100.00

I 00. 00

11

is a sin to produce
many children and
be able to provide
them. "

It is less expensive
to have few children
Total

*Responses in quotations are taken verbatim, otherwise they are
codified.
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Table 15 also throws doubt on the effectiveness of Catholicism
in explicitly promoting a large family norm and suggests that the

few priests who worry about large families in the Philippines do get
heard.

Hypothesis 6

Earlier, we posted the proposition that if the assumptions of
the minority status hypothesis are correct, it would be logical to
expect that the minority (ethnic or religious) group would invoke
more political and/or ideological reasons for not intending to use
fertility controls.

Likewise, if the assumption of the particularized

theology hypothesis is tenable, Catholics would invoke religious and
moral reasons for not intending to use contraceptives and controls.
Hence, it was hypothesized that a greater proportion of Catholics
who do not intend to use any contraceptive controls when married
will tend to indicate religious and/or moral reasons for stating so,
while a greater proportion of Protestants will indicate political and/or
ideological reasons for not intending to use any controls.
Table 16 refutes these assumptions.

As can be seen, the

over~

whelming majority of the respondents who did not intend to use any
contraceptive methods and control when married indicated reasons
codified under a general rubric normative/cultural rather than
gious, moral, or ideological.

reli~

And the pattern is similar for both
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religious groups in each type of school.

The analysis did find that

a little over one per cent of the Catholics in Catholic schools said

that they dic.l not intend to use contraceptives because it is against
the teachings of the Church, indicating a very modest effect of the
Catholic teachings.
Among the Protestant respondents, no one indicated political

and/or ideological reasons for saying that they do not intend to use
contraceptives.

The data presented in Table 16 seem to augment further the
contention rnade earlier that what may really be at work in the
Philippines is not religion as such, but a general normative orientation that is only remotely related to the Church.

That the concen-

tration of reasons are in the general category coded as normative/
cultural seems to support very well the contention.

Note that the

larger percentage of responses are among those who said that

11

chil-

dren from small families tend to be selfish; do not know how to get
along with others.

11

Among Catholics in Catholic schools, 22.66

per cent reported this; 23. 53 per cent of Protestants in Catholic
schools reported this; 21.58 per cent of Catholics in Protestant
schools indicated this; and 24. 14 per cent among Protestants in Protestant schools gave this reason.
There are several Filipino values that seem to manifest themselves in the responses of the subjects regarding the reasons for
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not intending to use fertility control measures.
The first of these values is that which has been variably
labeled by several social scientists in the Philippines as paldkisama,
authoritarianism, and Sill. (Smooth Interpersonal Relations) (Collier,

1961; Hollnsteiner, 1964;

1957).

Hunt~·,

1964; Lynch, 1964; Steedley,

This value may be gleaned from those who said that:

11

Chil-

dren from small families tend to be selfish; do not know how to get
along with others.

11

For a Filipino, there is nothing more terrible than a person
who wants to achieve things on an individual basis.

To hitn, the

group takes precedence over the individual who is expected io dimi-

nish himself and be an undistinguishable part of a group.

In addi-

tion, the individual is expected to be facile at getting along with
others (marunong

~aldsama)

to be a worthy person.

If an individual

wants to achieve things as an individual, he is considered mayabang
or harnbug (a braggart} and walang
to get along well with others).

~kisarna

(does not know hON

In his association with others, he is

constantly being reminded through indirect means that he is not a
good member of the group.

This is a painful experience for the

individual concerned because he would rather be a bastard than be
branded as walang pakikisama.
In his family socializatiun, the individual child is constantly
being made to realize the value of the group by the incessant

admo~
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nitions of parents and relatives that he is nothing apart from the
group and that everything that he does he must do in the name of

that immediate small group, the family.

Thus, he strives for good

grades or good standing in the community, not because of the notions of self-fulfillment, but because of his family and any honor
or prestige that flowl; from his achievement is attributed to his

family rather than to himself.
Whether or not there is any truth in the obse:;:vation of the
subjects that children from

11

small families tend to be selfish and

do not know how to cooperate with others,,, it still remains that a
value orientation that places a maximum dividend on the group
rather than on the individual seems to be a dominant motivation
for many of the respondents who indicated no intention to use contraceptive devices when married.

Apparently there is also the

notion that one learns the virtue of cooperativeness and sociability
better in a large family.
Another Filipino value that surfaced from the data on reasons
for not wanting to use control measures is familism.
gleaned from those who said (a)
in the family,
the family,
and (d)

11

11

11

(b)

(c)

11

11

11

This may be

It is good to have many children

the more children in the family, the happier

children can help parents during their old age,

11

so my children will have many brothers and sisters to run

to for help when in need.

11
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TABLE 16
Per Cent Distribution of Reasons For Not Intending to Use Birth Controls
By Schools and Religion

Catholic Schools

Reasons why respondents are
uncertain or do not intend to
use any birth control methods
at all when married

Catholics

N

= 181

Protestants

N

= 68

Protestant Schools

Catholics

N

= 227

Protestants

N

= 145

RELIGIOUS/MORAL

a.

11

lt is against the teaching
of my church. 11

b.

11

1. 66

-

• 88

It is a sin to engage in sex
without intending to have
children at all. 11

1. 66

-

1. 32.

4.42

4.41

3. 08

2. 07

1. 66

4.41

3. 52

.69

___l.d!

~

~

~

(12. 71)

(14. 70)

c. It is morally wrong, bad.
questionable.
lt is against the will of God.

d.

11

e.

It is not the purpose of marriage
to be childless or prevent birth
of life.

Totals

11

( 14. 54)

(

4.14)

~

"'"'
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TABLE 16 (continued)

--

Reasons why respondents are
uncertain or do not intend to
use any birth control methods
at all when married

Catholic Schools
Catha~

:r:s

Protestant Schools

Protestants

Catholics

Protestants

No 181

N = 68

No 227

No 145

NORMATNE/CULTURAL
a.

It is good to have many
children in the family.

19.33

20.59

19. 82

22.07

b.

11

The more children in the
family, the happier the
family.''

16. 57

17. 65

17.62

19.31

c.

°Children can help parents
during their old age. 11

17. 68

14. 7l

15.41

18. 62

d.

So my children will have
many brothers and sisters to
run to for help when in need.

11. 05

8. 82

ll. 01

11.72

Children from small families
tend to be selfish; do not
know how to get along with
others.

22. 66

~

~

24. 14

Totals

(87.29)

(85. 30)

(85.44)

(95. 55)

..,;::;
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TABLE 16 (continued)

Reasons why respondents are
uncertain or do not intend to
use any birth control methods
at all when married

Catholic Schools

Protestant Schools

Catholics

Protestants

Catholics

Protestants

N = 181

N = 68

N = 227

N = 145

POLITICAL AND/OR IDEOLOGICAL

a.

So there will be more of us.

b.

So we can increase our number and political influence.

*Answers in quotation marks are taken verbatim; otherwise, they are codified.

N
00
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It will be noted that the overwhelming majority of the responses
fall into this category for the two religious groups.

It is interesting

to note that two previous studies on family size preferences among

workers of a sugar milling company in Negros Occidental also found
that a substantial number of the parent respondents said that they

wanted more children so that there will be many who could help them
in their old age and .i.n the work of the farm at the time of the research
(cf. Corrales, 1968; Palabrica, 1968),

Dizon (1973), in a study of

highly educated middle executives in Metro Manila, also found that
a large proportion of this group maintained contact with kinfolks
because of their sense of obligation to help and not simply to see
them.
It appears that the vestiges of a traditional familistic orientation seems to linger even among Filipino college educated groups
among whom familism was expected to be least adhered to.
We have, therefore, no reason to accept Hypothesis 6 on the
basis of the data just analyzed and must say that among the subjects
of this study, religious or political ideology constitute a minor consideration in deciding not to use contraceptives, contrary to the
assumptions of the three hypotheses examined in this dissertation.

Hypothesis 7

A significantly greater proportion of Catholics who know the
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official position of the church on methods of birth control will
indicate no intention to practice birth control.
This hypothesis can now be tested using Tables 11 and 12

already referred to earlier.

From these tables it can be seen that

grouping all the Catholics from both Catholic and Protestant schools
who showed an awareness of the general nature of the Church 1 s opposition to the use of birth control, about 73 per cent indicated intention
to use contraceptives while only 26 per cent do not intend to use con·traceptives.

The proportion, therefore, who know the Church 1 s

stand but will nevertheless practice birth control is significantly

greater than the proportion who do not intend to practice birth control.

On the other hand, none of those who are ignorant about the

church position plan to use birth control.

This indicates again that

the more, in fact, the Catholic respondent knows about the official
position of the Church, the n1.ore likely he is to use birth control,
a finding which cast a considerable doubt on the assumptions of the
particularized theology and minority group status hypotheses.

For

if the assumption of these hypotheses is valid, it would be logical

to expect that a significantly greater proportion of Catholics who
know the Church stand would not use contraceptives.

Similarly, it

would be logical to expect that a significantly greater proportion of
those who do not know the Church stand would indicate intention to
use contraceptives.

The data here do not support the assumption
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that those who know the position of the Church would refrain from
using contraceptives.
It appears, therefore, that the acceptance of birth control
practices by the Catholic respondents of this study is independent
of their awareness of the Church stand; that is, a Catholic may know
the position of the Church regarding the use of birth control, but he
will not necessarily decide to refrain from practicing birth control
because of this knowledge.

It seems that his decision rests more

on his evaluation of the positive benefits that can accrue him in
the practical matters of living rather than on blindly obeying the

teaching of his church.
Hypothesis 7, therefore, is rejected by the evidence just presented.

Hypothesis 8

Students who do not perceive the existence of a population
problem in the Philippines will tend to prefer a higher mean number of children than those who perceive such a problem.
Table 17 (see Appendix B) shows the pattern of responses of
the subjects after controlling for religion, type of school, social
class, year in college, sex, age, and perception of Philippine population problems.
It appears that the respondents' perception of the existence of
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a population problem in the Philippines explains the greatest proportion of the variance in the mean number of children preferred
because at all age cohorts, year in college, social class, religious
groups, sex, and type of school, those who do not perceive the
existence of a population problem tend to prefer a higher mean number of children, significant at the . 01 level of confidence, than

those who perceive the existence of such a problem.

However, a

number of non- significant differences exist between and among each
control variable.

For example, if we look at the freshman male

Protestants in Protestant schools who are in the lower class, we
find that, regardless of the age cohorts, those who do not perceive
a population problem have a higher mean compared to those who
perceive such a problem,

The same pattern can be observed among

the freshman female Protestants in Protestant schools, lower class;
that is, regardless of the age cohorts among this group, - perception respondents tend to significantly prefer more children than the
+perception respondents.

Examining further Protestants in Protes-

tant schools in the middle and upper classes, we find again that perception respondents consistently have higher means than the +
perception respondents.
However, if we look at each year in college within a class, and
move down according to age cohorts, we find a number of nonsignificant differences between age cohorts.

For example, among
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male lower class Protestants in Protestant schools there is no
significant difference between age cohorts 17--18 and 19--20 (2. 8
versus 2. 8, Table 17, Appendix B).

In some instances, in fact,

a higher age cohort decreases the mean preference, as, for example, among lower class junior females in both+ and - perception,
The pattern, therefore, is evident:

Those who do not see any

population problem in the country prefer a significantly higher mean
number of children regardless of religion, age cohort, social class,
year in college, and sex.

This pattern is the same in all the two

types of school and religious grouping.
Social class does not seem to have much effect on the dependent variable since high and low mean values can be found at any
social class level in both types of schools and at all age cohorts and
religious categories.

For instance, comparing lower, middle, and

higher class Protestants in Protestant schools, male, freshmen,
age cohorts 15--16, 17--18, and 19--20 who perceive a population
problem, we find the following mean values: lower class, freshmen,
males 15--16 age cohorts, +perception of population problem, 2.4.
Among the middle class, it is 2. 6; and among the higher class, 2. 9.
Among the next age cohort, the mean values arc 2. 8, 2. 7, and 3. 4,
respectively.

Alnong the age cohort 19--20, the mean values are

2. 8, 31., and 3. 0.

This pattern in which high and low mean values

can be found in all the social class categories can also be observed
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among Catholics in Protestant schools, Catholics in Catholic schools,
and Protestants in Catholic schools.
Age, sex, and year in college do seem to exert a pattern in
the mean number of children preferred.

For example, among the

male Protestants in Prate stan t schools, lower class freshman, the
mean preference appears to increase with higher age cohort for
both positive and negative perception of population problem.

This is

true also among lower class male sophomores, positive and negative perception.

Among the juniors, however, positive perception

increases with age but with negative perception, although significantly
higher than the positive perception groups, higher age seems to
lower the mean preferences.
A different pattern seems to surface among middle class male
Protestants in Protestant schools.

At the freshman year, positive

perception subjects 1 mean preferences appear to increase with higher
age cohort but decreases with age among the negative perception subjects, although again significantly higher compared to the positive
perception subjects.

From the sophomore year, however, on to

the seniors, the mean preferences decrease with higher age for
both positive and negative perceptions.

A similar pattern is obser-

vable among the higher class male Protestants in Protestant schools.
Alnong the female Protestants in Protestant schools, mean preferences generally decrease with higher age cohorts for both positive
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and negative perceptions with the exception of the positive perception freshmen.
As has been noted earlier, the mean preferences also seem to
be high at the freshmen year regardless of sex, social class, religion, and type of school for both positive and negative perception
subjects.

The mean preferences decrease at the second year in

college, rise slightly during the third year, and rise yet higher
at the senior year and then drop to the lowest values at the graduate
level.

Again, this writer is at a loss for an explanation of this

pattern.
It appears, therefore, that whether or not the subjects prefer
a large or small family is influenced in a great part by the subjects•
perception of a population problem in the Philippines.

As has been

noted, when the subjects do not perceive the existence of a population problem in the country, the mean number of children they prefer are significantly higher than those who do view the existence of
a problem.

Hypothesis 8, therefore, stands confirmed by the evi-

dence just presented and supports the contention made in Chapter I
of this dissertation that rather than religion, other factors, one of
which is the perception of the existence of a population problem in
the Philippines, may be at work.

It must also be noted that although

a negative perception of population problem tends to raise the desired
family size, age appears to be a countervailing factor for both positive
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and negative perception subjects in that the mean number of children generally decreases with higher age cohorts.

Year in college,

however, presents a surprising situation in that seniors prefer

higher means than others.

Gustavus & Mommsen (1973}, however,

found in their study among elementary youth in Florida and Georgia

that twelfth graders had the highest mean number of children,
pared to lower grade subj ecta.

Hypothesis 9

Students who score high on the familism scale, will tend to

prefer a higher mean number of children than those who score low.
Table 18 shows that for all respondents, the correlation (Pearson's
r) between familism scores and number of children preferred is
• 38643.

The relationship between the two variables appears to be

curvilinear with those individuals scoring between 1--1. 99 preferring a mean number of 3. 62 children; those scoring Z--2. 99 preferring 1. 92 children; those scoring 3 preferring 4. 66 children;
and those who scored 4 wanted 6. 67 children.
It appears, therefore, that the least familistic individuals are
not necessarily the ones who prefer the least number of children; it
is, rather, those subjects who are moderate in their familism who
tend to prefer the least number of children.

However, those who

are very strong in their familistic tendencies are apt to prefer the
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largest number of children.

For example, among all the individuals

who scored three in the familism scale, 137 (or 80 per cent of this
group) indicated 5 as the number of children they prefer to have.

Alnong those who scored four, the preponderance of preferred

num~

ber of children are 6, ?, and 8.

The correlations between familism scores and number of children preferred among the Catholics in Catholic schools is . 34; for
Protestants in Catholic schools, .36; for Catholics in Protestant
schools, . 35; and for Protestants in Protestant schools, , 39.

It is interesting to note that Pal and i\rquiza (1957, p. 5) also
found no differences in the deviations and adherences of Filipino
college students to Philippine familism between Catholics and Protestants.
Although the relationship between familism score, as measured
by the eight questions in this study, and number of children preferred
is not very strong, Hypothesis 9 as stated is still confirmed by the
evidence just presented.

It appears that some vestiges of familism

still continue to linger and be adhered to by college students in the
Philippines.

Although there seems to be a trend toward a weakening

of this value, its persistence is apparent (see, for instance, J. Dizon,
1973; Eslao, 1966; Pal & Arquiza, 1957) even among groups who
may be expected to follow it least.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

138
TABLE 18
Distribution and Correlation Between Familism Scores
and Number of Children Preferred {All Respondents)
Number of
children
preferred

Familism Score

1--1.99

Z--Z. 99

4

Z1

47Z

14

1Z

11

79

461
4

867

*
*

137
81
41

7

-X=

3, 6Z

-1. 9Z

-4, 66

_lL,
6, 67

.. No subjects in these cells
cases in these cells

* Less than five
r = • 38643
oz = • 8Z388
•. d. = • 90768

Hypothesis 10

Students who score high on the dominance scale will tend to prefer a higher mean number of children than those who score low.
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It is interesting to note that virtually all the subjects who
scored 4 in the Familism Scale were also the ones who scored 4
in the Dominance Scale.

Also, there were only six subjects who

scored 1--1. 99, whereas the large majority are concentrated
between the scores 2 and 3 (Table 19).

The value of Pear son 1 s r between dominance and number of
children preferred indicates a moderately strong relationship (r :::
, 597) and the pattern appears to be linear with those subjects
scoring low on dominance preferring a lower mean preference and
those scoring high on dominance preferring a higher mean number

of children.
It should be mentioned that

Hill~·

{1959) found that in

Puerto Rico machis.!?29 bears very little relationship with subjects 1
family size preference,

However, it must also be noted that both

investigators focused their research on the psychological aspect
of machismo, e. g., sexual anxieties of males over certain situations
in which traditionally defined masculine roles are performed by their
wives.

While the present investigation deals also with questions

somewhat related to the performance of traditionally defined roles,
the questions did not deJ.ve into the concomitant psychological anxieties experienced by males as a consequence of their wives performing their male roles,

The subjects were simply asked to express

agreement or disagreement on the questions designed to assess
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TABLE 19
Distribution and Correlation Between Dominance Scores and
Number of Children Preferred (All Respondents)
Number of
children
preferred

Dominance Scores

1--1.99

2--2. 99

79
485

14

465
10

4

878
142
81
40

X=

N

2. 38

4. 09

6. 54

No subjects in these cells
than five cases in these cells

)~Less

r = . 597
s2=.927
s.d. = .963

dominance tendency.

It seems to this writer that the questions

asked in the present study differed somewhat from those asked in
the Hill et al. (1967) research.
Moreover, this study asked both male and female subjects the
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questions and both sexes seemed to score complementarily.
instance, males who scored high on the question:

11

be the head of the family 11 also scored high on the question:
should be subservient to their husbands.

11

For

Husbands should
11

Wives

On the other hand, fe-

male subjects who scored high on the former question also tended
to score high on the latter.

If machismo is a psychological attri-

bute of the males, then the patterns of female responses in this
survey cannot be classified under the machismo notion.
This writer, however, would not deny the distinct possibility
that, perhaps, if the same questions asked by Hill et al. (1967)
were a1:1ked in the present investigation, the results might be com-

parable.

Hypothesis 11

Individuals who indicate a desire to raise their families in
the city will prefer a lower mean number of children than those
who want to raise their families in the rural areas.
Table ZO shows convincingly that those individuals who said
they would want to raise their children in the rural areas also
want the highest mean nurn.ber of children preferred

(X= 4. 44),

while those who indicated that they will raise their children in the
city, revealed the lowest mean number of children preferred
2. 36).

(X=

Those who gave municipality as the place where they want
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TABLE 20

Per Cent Distribution of Number of Children Preferred
According to Types of Community in Which Subjects
Want To Raise Their Families

Fertility
Value

Rural
N = 796

4

Municipal
N = 833

City
N = 637

3. 64

I. 68

5. 24

3. 02

6. 00

66.26

8. 04

37. 94

14.64

48.99

51.74

II. 25

17.71

• 60

9. 05

• 84

3. 77

I. 20

.77

4.27
8

X=

_:.E.Q.

---

----W.i

99.99

100.00

100. 00

4.44

3. 51

2. 36

*Consult significance tests and variance analysis (t-tests and
TRIAOV) in Appendix B, Tables Z2A and 24.
to raise their children were intermediate in the mean number of
children preferred

eX=

3. 51).

These three means differ signifi-

cantly from each other* suggesting strongly that the type of community in which the students want to raise their children explains

a great proportion of the variance in the mean number of children
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preferred.

Controlling for religion of respondents, changes little the
pattern of the responses as can be seen in Table 21.

Catholic and

Protestant subjects who want to raise their children in rural areas

still have the highest mean number of children preferred; whereas
city-prone Catholics and Protestants had the lowest mean preferences, and Catholics and Protestants who indicated a desire to raise

their children in the municipality showed internwdiate mean values
in the number of children preferred.
However, rural-bound Protestants (Cell D, Table 21) have a

significantly higher mean preference than rural-bountl Catholics
(Cell A, Table 21 ).

Municipal- bound and city- bound Catholics and

Protestants, on the other hand, do not have significant differences
in the mean number of children preferred (Cells B versus E and
C versus F, Table 21).
The pattern for rural-bound Protestants and Catholics indicates that the religious factor has some degree of influence in the
rural areas but seems to disappear in the more complex structure
of the city and municipality.
Controlling further for religion, type of school, and type of
community in which respondents want to raise their families, reveals yet a different pattern.
values of the means.

Table 22 shows the changes in the

It can be seen that rural-bound Protestants

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

144
in Catholic schools significantly want the highest mean number of
children (5, 59, Cell D, Table 22). 1

On the other hand, rural-bound

Protestants and Catholics in Protestant schools do not differ in the
mean nt•mber of children preferred (Cells J versus G, Table 22A,

Appendix B).

Municipal-bound Protestants in Catholic schools also

significantly have a higher mean preference than mPnicipal-bound
Catholics in the sarne type of schools (Cell

versus E, Table 22A).

On the other hand, city-bound Catholics in Catholic schools have a
significantly higher mean number of children preferred than citybound Protestants who seem to have the lowest mean number of
children preferred

(X:.:

1. 86, Cell C versus F, Table 22A).

From

this difference it might be said that the city influence is greater for
Protestants than Catholics.
Anwng m11nicipal-bound Protestants and Catholics in the Pratestant schools, no difference exists in the mean preferences,

However,

city-bound Catholics in Protestant schools significantly preferred a
higher mean number of children than their Protestant counterpart.
Here again, the city life seems to depress more the mean value for
Protestants significantly.

It appears, therefore, that the destination variable explains a
larger proportion of the variance in the number of children preferred

1 Consult t-test, Appendix B, Table 22A for significant levels.
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and conforms the hypothesis as stated.
It is interesting to observe that the reasons given by the respon-

dents for their choice of the type of community in which they want

to raise their children augment the data above.

Table 23, for

in~

stance, shows that all of those who said that they wanted to raise
their children in the rural areas gave what might be termed either
as people- or relationship-oriented reasons, such as

11

more helpful and kind to each other in the barrios,

there are less

11

11

social problems and it is more peaceful in the barrio,
are less delinqttents there.

11

11

people are

and nthere

In sociological parlance, these indi-

viduals n1ight be classified as being more gemeinshaft (Toennies,
1957) in their orientation toward life.
On the other hand, the overwhelming proportion of those who
said that they will raise their children in the city regardless of
religious affiliation detailed reasons that might be called mobilityand achievement-oriented; for exatnple,
nities for improvement in the city,
and enjoy in the city,

11

11

11

11

there are more opportu-

there are more things to see

so that my children will not be shy and

ignorant about modern life," and
ing in the city."

11

11

becanse I will certainly be work-

None of these respondents mentioned any reasons

indicated by those who said they will raise their children in the
rural area or the municipality.
The data just analyzed to test the eleventh hypothesis seem to
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TABLE 2 I
Mean Number of Children Preferred According to Religion and
Type of Community in Which Respondents
Want to Raise Their Family

Religion

l

2

3

Rural

Municipal

City

4. 44

3. 51

A

2.36

B

c

3. 55

2. 51

Catholics
4. 29

D

E

F

3. 41

2. 35

Protestants
4. 74

.t-tests

Cell means compared

1-values

A vs. B

9. 3999

A vs.

c

20,8961

B

c

12.4834

VB.

D vs. E

ll, 6819

D vs. F

19.2065

E vs. F

B. 4183

A vs. D

4. 6045

E

l, 4284

vs. F

I. 3933

B vs.

c

Significance level
. Ol
. 05

na
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i~tests

Cell means compared

A vs. E

(continued)

!.-values

17. 3913

B vs. F

10. 9051

D vs. B

12. 3229

c
c

21. 9791

E vs.

. 01

. 05

B. 8345

A vs. F

D vs.

Significance level

8. 7150

vs.

22.7870

vs.

27. 7181

vs.

17. 2126

strengthen an earlier observation made in regard to the absence of

a Catholic--Protestant fertility value differential and solidifies the
contention that factors other than religion may, perhaps, be the
more relevant variables to consider in the case of the Philippines.
The present data on type of community respondents want to raise their
children in and the number of children they consider ideal seem to
indicate that, indeed, rather than religion, a factor to consider is
the continuum in orientation of modernity--traditionalism that seems
to exert a greater influence in the vertility values of our subjects.
That significant differences exist in the mean values of children pre£erred by Catholics who want to raise their children in the rural,
municipality, and city, respectively, means that religion per se

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

TABLE 22
Mean Number of Children Preferred by Types of Schools, Religion, and Types of Community
Desired by Respondents to Raise Their Families
---------

-----

----

---

--

- - --·--

1

---·------

--·---

2
PROTESTANT SCHOOLS

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
3. 52

3. 37

RELIGION
3

4

5

6

7

RURAL

MUNICIPAL

CITY

RURAL

MUNICIPAL

CITY

8

4. 45

3. 59

2.18

4.20

3. 48

2.45

9
CATHOLICS

A

B

c

G

H

I

3.-13

4.07

3. 53

2.22

3. 90

3.42

2. 47

D

E

F

J

K

L

5. 59

4. 00

1. 86

4.05

3. 61

2.22

I

10

!

PROTESTANTS
3.47

...

"'
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TABLE 23
Per Cent Distribution of Reasons Indicated By Respondents
For Their Choice of Community To Raise Their Children
Reasons for choosing community

Type of Community

Rural (N

Per Cent

5. 78

I.

Less delinquency to influence children .

2.

People are more helpful and kind to
each other

45.35

3.

Less social problems, more peaceful in
rural area

25.50

4.

Life is more relaxing

11. 93

5.

Air is cleaner /not crowded

6. 16

6.

No response

5. 28

I.

Less delinquency to influence children .

6. 96

2.

People are more helpful and kind to
each other

44.66

3.

Less social problems, more peaceful

23. 17

4.

Life is more relaxed .

15. 61

= 796)

Municipal (N ::: 833)

:;:

"'

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

TABLE 23 (continued)

Type of community
Municipal (N = 833)
(continued)

Reasons for choosing community

Per Cent

5.

Air is cleaner/not crowded

4. 68

6.

No response

4. 92

1.

More opportunities for advancement and
more progress

. . . .

. . . .

. ..

46.94

2.

More things to see and enjoy in the city

30.46

3.

So children will not be shy; ignorant about
modern life
. . . . . . . . . . . . .

17. 11

4.

I will have my work in the city; my type of
work can only be found in the city . . . .

5.49

City (N ; 63 7)

"'
0
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does not explain the variance in the mean number of children desired,

Hypothesis 12

The larger the students' family of orientation, the higher the
mean number of children they will prefer to have for their own.
Table 24 indicates the nature of the relationship between desired family size and number of brothers and sisters snbjects have,
The r value for the association between these variables is -. 06703
for all the respondents; -. 05472 for all Catholic respondents; and
-. 05056 for all Protestant subjects.
This is one of the unexpected findings in this investigation.

It

was the expectation of this study that respondents from a large family of orientation would also indicate a desire for a large family of
their own.

Some studies in the United States have shown that there

is a direct positive association between number of siblings people
have and the number of children preferred for their own (Gustavus &
Mommsen, 1973).

In the Philippines, there seems to be more rea-

son to expect that people from large families would also tend to
want a large family of their own.

This impression, however, appears

to be disproved by the evidence in this survey.
That this be so is not, however, entirely vithout some explanations.

Perhaps there are certain experiences than an individual from

a large family derives from his own life situation that encourages
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TABLE 24

Distribution and Correlations Between Mean Number of Children
Preferred and Number of Brothers and Sisters Respondents
Have (All Respondents)

Fertility
Value

*

Number of Brothers and Sisters

z

3

4

40

56

52

15

24

17

43

421

509

523

134

40

94

115

123

9

5

6

7

Sup

4

*
*

Z.Z9

1.96

z. 27

z. 12

z. 78

I. 97

I. 66

* Less than five

cases in these cells
- None in these cells

zr = -. 06073
•
=12.72
•. d. = 3. 56
him to plan for a small family of his own.

For instance, it is poe-

sible that the limitations in economic and social opportunities imposed

by a large number of siblings may deter people from letting their
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own offspring duplicate their past experiences, and, therefore, to
plan a life style different from that of his parents.

It might also be

that individuals who come from a large family realize what a formidable obstacle a large family can impose upon one's ambitions
for upward social and economic mobility, hence the tendency to
plan for a family relatively smaller than the one they had known.
In light of this evidence, therefore, Hypothesis 12 stands dis ..
confirmed and rejected.
Having presented the research hypotheses of this study side

by side with the evidence to support or reject them, I will now sum
up very briefly each of the twelve hypotheses and see how they stand
with the evidence,

Summary

Hypothesis 1 is clearly rejected by the evidence.

The ideal

number of children preferred by Catholics and Protestants are not
significantly different at the • 05 level of confidence.

Both simple

analysis of variance (ANOVA) and .t-test reveal that the ideal number of children preferred by the two religious groups are not different.
Hypothesis Z is also rejected by the evidence.

Catholics in

Catholic schools did not prefer the highest mean number of children
preferred as predicted by the hypothesis.

Protestants in Protestant
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schools did not show the lowest number of children preferred either.
What came out was that Protestants in Catholic schools showed the
highest mean number of children preferred, whereas Catholic stu-

dents in Protestant schools showed the lowest mean number of children preferred,

Four possible explanations for this reversal in the pattern of
responses of Catholics in Protestant schools and Protestants in
Catholic schools are offered: (1) defensive norm conformity (DNC),

(2)

s~lt:a:.~:i.ve

process, (3) the careless in-group and cautious out-

group, and (4) playing the in-group's game as an out-group adjustment procedure.

Hypothesis 3, which concerns the respondents 1 knowledge about
the position of the Catholic Church on birth control, is supported by
the data.

A clear majority of over 92 per cent of both Catholic and

Protestant respondents indicated that they know the general nature
of the Catholic Church's opposition to the use of chemical or mechanical contraceptives.
The evidence for Hypothesis 4 is also clear.

The proportion

of Catholics in Catholic schools and Protestants in Protestant schools
who intend to use birth control when married are not different from
each other.

Among Protestants in Catholic schools and Catholics

in Protestant schools, there is again a reversal in the distribution
of the proportion intending to use birth control.

The explanations
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offered for the reversal in the pattern of responses for Hypothesis
3, perhaps, apply in the present one.
Hypothesis 5 is equivocal.

The pattern of responses suggests

that the formal posture of the schools does exert an influence in the
attitude of the subjects regarding the type of birth control they intend

to use when married.

Catholic and Protestant students in Catholic

schools, for example, cluster in preferring less of the chernical or
mechanical contraceptives and more of the rhythm and abstinence.
On the other hand, Catholics and Protestants in Protestant schools
cluster together in their greater preference for chemical and n1echanN

ical devices but less of rhythm and abstinence.
However, the subjects do not verbalize religion as a reason
for their attitude which makes the evidence rather unclear.

It is

possible that (a) the choices of the methods of restricting family size
are vague to the respondents, (b) there is some degree of particularized theology influence present but respondents are reluctant to
verbalize religion for their position, (c) there is a greater tendency
to view the negative aspects of chemical devices in Catholic schools,
and (d) there is recognition of the reality of some side effects of
chemical contraceptives and a greater propensity to accept its
seriousness among Catholic school students.

Regardless of the

explanations, the data still are unclear.
Hypothesis 6 is clearly rejected.

The overwhelming majority
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of Catholic respondents who do not have any intention of using any
birth control when married did not give religion as a reason for
their attitude.

Among the Protestant minority, political and/or

ideological reasons did not surface.

T·he majority gave reasons that

fall under the general rubric of normative/cultural reasons.

The

findings support one of the major contentions made in this study
that normative rather than religious reason may be at work in the
case of the Philippines.

A little over one per cent among all the Catholic respondents,
however, indicated that the reason they did not want to take any
birth control is because of the teachings of the Church,

This sug-

gests again a very modest particularized theology influence.
Hypothesis 7 is also disconfinned.

Contrary to the assump-

tions of the minority group status and particularized theology hypotheses, the more Catholic respondents know about the official position of the Church, the more likely they are to use birth control
measures.

More than 73 per cent of those who know about the

Church stand indicated intention of using birth control.

Only slightly

over 25 per cent did not want to take any birth control.

Among those

who did not know, none want to take any birth control.

This is the

group that should have been more prone to use birth control if the
minority status assumption on knowledge is true.
Hypothesis 8 is clearly confirmed.

Regardless of religion, sex,
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social class, year in college, age, and school type, those subjects
who did not perceive the existence of a population problem in the
Philippines wanted a larger family compared to those who recognized
the existence of a population problem in the country.
Hypothesis 9 is also supported by the evidence.

The correla-

tion coefficient (Pearson's r) ·u::tween familism score and number of
children preferred is+. 39.

This suggests that the more famllistic

the respondent is, regardless of religion again, the larger the
family size he wants.
Hypothesis 10, like 9, is supported.

The Pearson 1 s r between

dominance scores and number of children preferred is+. 59, again
indicating that subjects who scored high on the dominance scale,
that is, subjects who view marriage as an institution where the
husband is the dominant figure, also tended to have a higher mean
number of children preferred.

On the other hand, those who view

marriage as a partnership of equals, tended to have smaller

£am~

ily size preference.
Hypothesis 11 concerns the type of community in which
dents want to raise their families.
ported.

respon~

This hypothesis is clea.rly sup-

Students who want to raise their children in the city have

the lowest nu·mber of children preferred, regardless of religion,
whereas those who want to raise their children in the rural areas
want to have a large family.

Those who want to raise their families
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in the municipalities have intermediate family size preference.
Evidence for Hypothesis 12 is not very convincing.

The cor-

relation coefficient between number of siblings respondents have
and the number of children they want for their own is -. 06 for all
subjects.

While the association is a negative one, it is too small

to be convincing and, in fact, can be dismissed as no effect at all.
This then is how each hypothesis stands side by side with the
evidence gathered and analyzed.

The next chapter of this disserta-

tion will attempt to synthesize into some meaningful whole the mass
of data presented in this chapter so that the problems and objectives
posed in this study may be seen in a better perspective.
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CHAPTER V

SUMMARY, IMPLICATIONS, RECOMMENDATIONS,
AND CONCLUSIONS

This study has been an attempt to examine in some length the
logical gaps implied in the assumptions of the minority status, characteristics, and particularized theology hypotheses concerning the
role of religion on the fertility of religious adherents.

Following

Sly 1s (1970) suggestion, the fertility desire aspect of Catholic and

Protestant college students in a social context where the issue of

religious and ethnic assimilation of either Protestant or Catholic
is a relatively minor matter was investigated.
There were other reasons for investigating this problem in
the Philippines.

First, some fragments of evidence from studies

in this country seem to cast some doubts on a number of widely
accepted generalizations derived from the experiences of Western
Europe and the United States.

For instance, Pascual {1971) found

that in the Philippines, rural areas do not necessarily have higher
birthrates than urban areas, and that economic development is not
inversely associated with fertility rate.

Ballweg {1972) revealed

Catholic subjects of his survey who interpreted the use of chemical

159
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contraceptives as being sinful were just as accepting of family

plan~

ning practices as those who did not view the use of these chemical
devices as being sinful.

Finally, Lynch and Maldl (1970) found that

among lowland Filipinos, Catholic religiosity was positively

associ~

ated with the acceptance of family planning practices.
Second, impressionistic observations in the country seem to

indicate that large families are rather common for both Protestant
and Catholic families and that small families are not necessarily
confined to Protestants.

One can find Catholic families that are

smaller compared to Protestant families, and Protestant families

that are larger than Catholic families.
Third, Catholicism and Protestantism as interpreted and practiced in the United States and Western Europe are very much different from these religions as interpreted and practiced in the
Philippines.

Several distinguished scholars have noted this differ-

ence (see, for example, Arens, 1959; Hunt
& Nydegger, 1966;de Young &Hunt, 1964}.

~L!:!l:.·,

1964; Nydegger

There are also reasons

to believe that there is a common cultural core that unites the life
views and outlooks of Filipinos which seem to resist obliteration
in spite of membership in either Catholic or Protestant Church.
The detailed presentation of the data in Chapter IV appears to
support most of the major contentions hypothesized in conducting
this study.

However, it is difficult to sift through this mass of
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findings and to see them in relation to the problems and objectives
of this investigation.

This chapter, therefore, will attempt to bring

the data together so that both the findings and the problems and

objectives of the study may be seen as a meaningful whole,

Summary and Discussion

Perhaps it is best to begin this section with an ideal construct
of the typical characteristics of the Filipino college students in this
survey who are likely to use birth control and those who will resist
its use; their world views and motivations, their orientations toward
family life, parental responsibility, mobility and marital roles.
This construct is meant to be an ideal typology and as such does
not always match every case in the sample.

It will, however, aid

the reader in placing the findings and research objectives in a better perspective.

~..££

student characteristics

There are several ways of categorizing the students in this
survey but for the purpose of this dissertation, their mobility
orientation and world views

seen~

to be the most relevant starting

point for casting them into an ideal type since these factors appear
to influence greatly both their attitude toward family size preferences and the use of birth control measures.

Three ideal types of

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

162
students emerge when their world views and mobility orientation
are used as an organizing principle •
.IJ:~ emergent~

gessellschaft urbanites.

This is the

group of students who indicated that they will raise their families
in the city and gave contractual, gessellschaft reasons for choosing

the city as a place in which to raise their children.

This group is

mobile, achievement oriented, and tend to be rational in their
approach to life.

They are the ones who are likely to say that the

city provides the best opportunities for social and economic mobility, that living in the city is benP.ficial for the children because
here they will learn many aspects of

11

modern 11 life, and that they

will work in the city after college graduation.
For this group, the trend seems to be a continuous drift away
from the grip of most of the traditional value systems and structures
of social relationship characteristics of the bulk of Philippine population and a tendency to view tradition as a hindrance to their mobility aspirations.

It is doubtful, however, that they will completely

rid themselves of all the traditional Philippine values.

For many

of them, the effort of liberating themselves from the hold of tradition is a traumatic experience.

But, by and large, this group will

tend to establish independent nuclear households of their own away
from their parents and relatives although maintaining some contacts
with them and giving assistance to parents and siblings under extreme
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circumstances,
To most of this group, filial piety and familistic orientation
is kinaraan (a thing of the past, antiquated, unsophisticated, too
traditional).

They will also tend to regard their parents 1 desire

to control them as a vestige of an antiquated and authoritarian view
of life but they will reluctantly give in to some parental wishes
once in a great while.
Occasionally, som.e relatives and friends from the provinces

or barrios stray in the city and will seek shelter and accommodations in their residence.

They will shelter these friends and rela-

tives with much outward willingness, but with great inward revulsions.

But they will continue performing this act of

as a necessary part of

11

11

hospitality' 1

being a Filipino 11 and in the name of

pakildsam...!!:, for as long as there are friends and relatives from the
province who continue straying in the city.
The western way of life (largely American} is a great model
to this group.

They follow very closely the trends and styles of

American life.

They dream of possessing the conveniences common

in almost every household in the United States, such as a car, a
refrigerator, a stereophonic sound system, a television set, perhaps a few transistor radios, soft comfortable beds, and an account
in the bank.

The ultimate goal of these people is a comfortable

home and lucrative job.

They view education as the shortest route
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toward a good paying job and many of them will do everything passible to get a college education.

Many will dream of coming to the

United States and getting an advanced degree and most of those
who come to the United States will not return to the Philippines.
The few who will return will become very sellable in the job market but will not have as much money as they want or have the conveniences they want to have,

However, they will live a better way

of life than the vast majority of the people and often better than

those who finish their education in the Philippines,
Being mobile and achievement-oriented, this group tends to
plan the smallest families.

Between one and three children will

be the preference for the vast majority.

An equal proportion of

Catholics and Protestants are likely to indicate this number of children,

If Catholic

and educated in a Catholic school, one out of

every six would probably indicate an intention use rhythm as a
method of controlling their fertility, while about one of every four
intend to use chemical or mechanical devices.

If Catholics are

educated in a Protestant school, one out of every three is likely to
use chemical devices as a method of controlling their fertility and
to indicate the smallest family size compared with Catholics educated in Catholic schools or Protestants in Protestant schools.
About one out of every four of this group will prefer rhythm.
If Protestant and going to a Catholic school, three to five
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children will be the dominant preference.

About one of every six

will prefer rhythm as a control and roughly one of every five will
use chemical devices of fertility control.

Among those few who prefer three children in this group, one
out of five arc not certain that a population problem exists in the
Philippines,

Nevertheless, they indicate an intention to use birth

control because of their mobility orientation and a sense of
sible parenthood.

11

11

respon-

Among those who prefer one and two children,

about 85 per cent perceive a definite population problem in the
Philippines and are far more certain of intending to use chemical
contraceptives to limit the number of their children to their ideals.
About 15 per cent do not see a population problem in the country
but they indicate intention to use contraceptives because of their
desire to be economically better and to provide a better chance for
their children,
As a group, they tend to view marriage as a partnership
where husband and wife share a proportionate amount of power and
responsibility and neither husband nor wife should be dominant.
This mobile and gessellschaft oriented group will, perhaps,
become the pacesetter of the trends of change that are likely to
take place in the Philippines.

They will be more responsive to

appeals of rational planning and directed change and, therefore,
likely to be at the forefront of the influential sectors of the country.
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The ambivalent marginals.

This is the group of students in

this survey who neither wants to live in the city nor the rural areas
but wants to combine a bit of both of the conveniences of modern

city life and the peaceful atmosphere of the barrios,

They want

to live in municipalities, intermediate between a city and a rural

area,

To this group, the city is much too complex, crowded, and

crime-ridden.

But the barrio is also too simple, backward, tradi-

tional, and isolated.

This group wants to have some of the comforts

of the city and also the friendly, clean, and idyllic barrio atmosphere,
A proportionate number of Protestants and Catholics can be

identified with this group.

Their fertility desires are also similar:

both prefer between three- -five children.

About half of this group

do not perceive a population problem in the Philippines but the majority intend to practice birth control.
For this group tradition is neither rejected completely nor
accepted~!£!:.£·

of

11

modern

11

an advantage.

There is a belief among them that some aspects

social life and traditional systems can be adapted to
For instance, they view familism both as a burden

on their aspirations and a virtue.

One can never tell when one

would also need some help from one's brothers and sisters or
parents and the best way of insuring that this aid will be forthcoming
is to give aid to those brothers and sisters who need aid.

But they

set some limits to this and resist when aid is abused and becomes
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a one- sided affair.
Marital power and responsibility is not an either-or matter.
In certain aspects of family living, the wife is viewed as the repository of responsibiUty; in some others, the husband.

In still other

matters, the husband should be followed, but in others, the wife
should wield more power and responsibility.

Wives, however, are

regarded as better off in the home than at work.
This group straddles between tradition and change and wants
some aspects of both at the same time.

They have a higher fertility

value than the urbanites.
The tradj!}on-bound familists. This group wants no part in
agitating for change.
change.

The traditional system is much too good to

Familism is virtuous and it is the only way to live; wives

should be sur servient to their husbands all the time in every aspect
of the marital union; the more children in the family, the better for
that family; there is no such thing as a population problem in the
Philippines; an ideal family should have five or eight children so
that they have more people to turn to in times of need; people from
one or two child(ren) families tend to be selfish; and people in the
barrio are more friendly and can be trusted.
Since this group believes in more children, they are most
likely to resist the use of birth control measures of any kind.
While they do not offer religion as a reason for their resistance to
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the use of birth control, they nevertheless betray its impact in
their responses.

An approximately equal proportion of Catholics

and Protestants are represented in this group with the exception that

the Protestants who bave gone to Catholic schools want more children compared to their Catholic counterparts who have gone to Pro-

testant schools.

Both religious groups, however, have a higher

fertility value than Protestants or Catholics who want to live in
the municipality or the city.

Many of the reasons given by this group for choosing the barrio
as the place in which to raise their families center on a relationship
syndrome, that is, they tend to say that people in the barrio are
more friendly and can be trusted; people in the barrio are kind and
respectful; families in the barrio are more loving and closer to
each other, etc.
The vast majority of this group will be living in relative comfort and ease compared to the bulk of the rural population because
they come from the better than average families

socio~economically.

Their parents are likely to be landowners and to command great
authority and respect in the community.
to be landlords.

They themselves are likely

As such, they will never be totally isolated from

the influences of the cities and municipalities.

It can, in fact, be

said safely that they will probably make constant trips to the city
to enjoy the amenities of city life and then go back to the pacific
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comfort of rural living.
To recapitulate the typology just presented, the gessellschaft
urbanites are the mobile, achievement-oriented, and least familiatic group.

They view their marriage as a partnership of equals.

They tend to plan the smallest families and to use birth control
measures more,

Catholics will tend to prefer more the natural

method of control, while Protestants tend to prefer chemical con-

traceptives.

The average number of children they prefer tends to

be similar for both Protestants and Catholics.

However, if they

have gone to Protestant schools, they tend to use chemical contraceptives and if they have gone to Catholic schools, there is more
preference for the natural method.

Religion, however, is not

explicitly stated as the reason for the preference of the natural
method.

This group is the most likely to recognize the existence

of a population problem in the Philippines.
The ambivalent marginals are those who want to live in municipalities, want to have the comforts of some of the city life, and the
idyllic peace of the barrio.

They appear to be intermediate between

the gessellschaft urbanites and the tradition-bound familists of the
rural areas in the number of children they want to have; about half
indicate

intet:.~iui::..s

uncertain.

uf controlling their births while the others are

They do not reject completely either rural or city life

but straddle between.
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The last type is the tradition-bound familists who, in spite of
their college education, remain strangled by the hold of traditional
value and belief systems.

They do not believe that there is a popu-

lation problem in the Philippines, that wives should have rights over
their husbands, that a large family is inimical to one 1 s economic
mobility, and that it is a virtue to limit the size of one 1 s family.

To this group, tradition is Dl.Uch too good to change; the bigger the
family

si:~e

the better for all concerned.

They are most likely to

resist the use of birth control of any kind.

Having given the preceding typology. what the are the implications of the characteristics and attitudes of the students in terms of
{a) the problem and issues asked in this study, (b) the policy-making
process and family planning programs of the Philippines, and (c)
the trend of population growth in the country?

Will these students 1

family size preferences allow us to make predictions about future
fertility trends in the Philippines?

Will Philippine fertility rates

decline significantly given the student preferences?

The following

sections of this dissertation will attempt to discuss each of these
questions and implications.

Implications of the Study

There were two essential questions posed by this study: (1) Is
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the proposition of

Catholic~-Protestant

fertility value differential

generalizable to the Philippine culture? and (2) Are there empirical
bases for the assumptions of the Catholic--Protestant fertility value
differential hypothesis as embodied in the minority group status,

particularized theology, and characteristics hypotheses?
In general, it appears that the proposition of Catholic- -Protestant fertility value differentials is not generalizable in the Philippines.
Taken as gross categories, Protestants and Catholics do not differ
in the number of children preferred.

However, the formal posture

of the churches represented by the type of schools in which students
are enrolled seems to exert an influence on the attitude of out-group
respondents.

Protestant students in Catholic schools and Catholic

students in Protestant schools seem to be the ones affected most
by the schools 1 formal posture.

As was indicated in Chapter IV,

the former showed the highest mean number of children preferred
while the latter had the lowest preference.

It will be recalled that

the minority group status and particulairzed theology hypotheses
assert that religion and n1inority status exert an independent effect
on fertility.

The analysis here casts some doubts on this matter

because significant interactions were found among the variables of
sex, religion, year in college, socio-economic background, type
of school, and fertility values.
The second question raised in this dissertation is difficult to
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answer unequivocally,
evidence gathered.

The difficulty stems from the nature of the

It will be recalled that one of the major ration-

ales for conducting this study was to discover whether or not the

assumption which is common among the minority group status, particularized theology, and characteristics hypotheses has an empirical basis.

This common assumption is knowledge of the adherents

of the position of the church.

I have contended, however, that none

of the studies which attempted to link fertility of groups to their
religious background has empirically established knowledge, that
is, that respondents know what the official position of their religion
regarding fertility and the use of birth control is because none of
these studies asked any questions to this effect,

I have further con-

tended that if it is true as assumed by the three hypotheses above,
that it is this knowledge which religious adherents use to guide
their fertility behavior, then it is logical to expect that those who
know the official church position would tend to have a higher fertility
and to resist the use of birth control.

It was furthermore argued

that if this is true, then it is also logical to expect that those Catholics who will not use contraceptives or will use only rhytlun and
abstinence as a method of birth control will give religious and/or
moral reasons for their attitudes.

But since none of the previous

studies asked questions on reasons why Catholics will not use contraceptives or will use only rhythm and abstinence, this study
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attempted to fill this gap of information by asking the appropriate
question.
The minority group status hypothesis also assumed a political
motivation in the resistance of minority religious groups to use
birth control.

Again this is an assumption that is not empirically

established because none of the previous studies asked the reasons

why people from groups with a minority status do not use birth control.

If people from minority groups, for instance, do not use birth

control, it cannot just be simply assumed that it is because they
want to increase their political influence.

Studies which were

pegged on the minority group status hypothesis did not ask this

question.

They continued assuming that it is political motivations

that impel people from minority groups to be pro-natalist.

This

study sought to correct this gap by asking people from the minority
group who did not intend to use birth control the reason for their
attitude.
As indicated above, however, the evidence is equivocal.

For

instance, in regard to the respondents' knowledge of the official
position of the Church, the findings indicate that while the vast
majority of the Catholic respondents show an awareness of the
Church stand on fertility and the use of birth control, they do not
necessarily have a higher fertility value compared to Catholics who
do not know the Church stand or compared to Protestants.

The data,
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in fact, seem to suggest that the more a Catholic student knows

about the official position of the Church and the more regular his
church attendance is, the more likely he is to indicate his intention
to use birth control and to prefer a smaller family size.
characteristic is not entirely inconsistent as it seems.

This
Regularity

of church attendance can be construed as an index of the students 1
responsible approach to life activities and this responsible orientation may be extended to the area of planning for smaller families.

As such, therefore, it is not the religious attribute that influences
family size preference but rather the attribute of responsibility.

The same situation seems to exist among Protestant students, that
is, the more regularly the Protestant student attends church

ser~

vices, the more likely he is to plan for a smaller family size and
to use birth control.
Catholic respondents who did not intend to use birth control
did not give religious and/or moral reasons for their attitude.
Among Catholics who planned to use only rhythm and abstinence as
a method of birth control, religion was not expressed as a reason
either.

Among Protestant students who did not intend to use any

method of birth control, politi-:al and/or ideological reasons did not
appear.

However, while neither religious group indicated religion

as a major consideration for not intending to use birth controls, it
seems that the formal posture of the churches represented by the
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types of schools in which the students were studying did show its
influence.

This conclusion can be gleaned from the similarities

in the patterns of the responses of the students in each type of

school.

For example, we have found that there is a similar pro-

portion of Catholics and Protestants in the Catholic schools who
indicated a desire to use rhythm and abstinence or chemical contra-

ceptives.

Among Catholic and Protestant students in Protestant

schools, the proportion of students who indicated the use of chemi-

cal or mechanical contraceptives were also similar.

Catholic and

Protestant students in the Catholic schools tended to prefer less the

use of chemical contraceptives but more of the natural methods.

On

the other hand, Catholics and Protestants from the Protestant schools
tended to prefer more the chemical contraceptives.
This pattern of responses seems to reveal that while the church
or religion is not expressed as a reason, it may nonetheless be
effective in determining the types of birth control which are considered acceptable.
Summing up, therefore, it seems that the Catholic--Protestant
fertility value differentials hypothesis is not supported by the evidence in this study.

The data also fail to support the assumptions

of the minority group status and particularized theology hypotheses
regarding the reasons for using or not using birth control.

Although

the greater reluctance of students in Catholic schools to use chemi-

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

176
cal contraceptives may indicate a degree of particularized theology

influence.
The absence of any differences in the fertility values of Catholics and Protestants in this setting and the failure of the data to
support the as surnptions of the minority group status and particularized theology hypotheses do not necessarily mean that these

hypotheses are entirely without validity.
in other cultural settings.

Indeed they may be valid

However, it seems that they cannot be

accepted uncritically and generalized to other socio-cultural systems.
This may also mean that perhaps in attempting to apply these theories in other socio-cultural systems, they need to be properly
located within the matrix of the general patterns of culture of the
setting in which they are to be applied.

In terms of the setting of

this study, it seems that we need to identify those factors within
this socio-cultural systen1 which limit the influence of religion on
fertility attitude.
Factors that !:!gl_j! the
the

Philippin~~:

.~luence

(a) £.9lk-religi.£!}_.

£!. .reli~ .£.!!.birth

control i.!:_

One of the noticeable aspects

of Philippine religious life is the persistence of animistic beliefs
and practices among those who consider themselves Christians.
Regardless of whether the group is Protestant or Catholic, animism
appears to be a common feature among Filipinos.

In fact, except

perhaps for symbols and rituals, it is difficult to distinguish the
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content and belief structures of the ProtePtants and Catholics in the
Philippines.
A striking example of this observation may be seen from a

study of Protestant religious conversion in a small Philippine town.

In this study, the investigator found that the content of the belief
systems and practices of Catholics and Protestant converts did not
really differ and seemed to stern from a common core of folkreligious beliefs and practices of pre-Spanish Filipinos (Jocano,
1971).

These traditional beliefs and practices appear only to be

coated by the outward habits and ceremonial practices associated
with Protestantism.

Jocano (1971) suggests that the Filipinos in

this small town, in their interpretation of what constitutes Protestantism, have indigenized the Protestant doctrine to suit their own
outlooks ·and values.
Philippine Catholicism has long been regarded as a folkreligion whose actual content bears more relation to cultural tradition than to official Catholic doctrine.

Two anthropologists who

have done extensive fieldwork research in the Philippines have
noted that the traditional belief system of Filipinos has been enlarged rather than modified through contact with Catholicism
(Nydegger & Nydegger, 1966).

There are also pieces of evidence

showing that even among Filipino college students beliefs in asuang
(witches) and mamamaktul or mangkukulam (sorcerers or wizards)
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continue to persist (Castrence, cited in Hunt et al., 1964, p. 180).
Traditional sacrifices and propitiational offerings to the anit£_!
(spirits) during planting and harvesting seasons have also been
noted to be persistently practiced by many Catholics (Arens, 1959)
in the Philippines.

What this means then is that it is not religion but culture maintained by traditional practices, that seems to unite or distinguish
Filipinos.

The evidence from this study regarding the reasons of

those who want more children lends some support to this conclusion.

It will be recalled that the vast majority of the students who

want to have big families cited reasons under the general rubric of

normative or cultural reasons.
{b) Rate

~IE!

extent

.2f urban~!.QE.·

There are sufficient pieces

of evidence to believe that urbanization in the United States and Western Europe was generally accompanied by tremendous changes in
the values and structure of society and these changes were rather
extensive, reaching virtually every aspect of peoples' lives.

Urbani-

zation is of course one factor in the emergence of a gessellschaft
type of attitude, one aspect of which is an orientation favorable to
a smaller family size preference.
In the Philippines, however, the process of urbanization and
industrialization has been by pockets, seems to be confined to a few
centers, and has not really affected the greater bulk of the country.
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The rate and extent of urbani:::ation has left virtually untouched
many of the traditional values and practices.

With the exception of

Manila, and possibly Cebu, Bacolocl, and Davao, practically all of
the other so-called cities are really just overgrown towns and villages with dominant rural traditional orientations (cf. Poethig, 1970).
Parenthetically, it might also be said that even the highly
educated groups of families in the cities of Manila, Cebu, Bacolod,
Davao, and others, have not really freed their children from being
SO('.ialized into the traditional beliefs and practices.

This situation

arises from the fact that practically all the educated parents leave
the care and socialization of their children to their
(maids or servants).

~or

E-_tusan

In almost all instances, these maids or ser-

vants who come from the rural areas, are illiterate or barely
literate and strong believers in

~t:!i.!.C2..~..'

witches and sorcerers.

What this means is that since the children are exposed to these
~

and.utusan, who constitute their significant socializing agents,

during the most critical period of their formative ages, the chances
that these children will acquire the value systems and beliefs of
their

~or

utusan is much greater than of acquiring the almost

gessellschaft outlook of their parents.

Furthermore, since the

bulk of the population are traditional in outlook, it will be easy to
reinforce the traditional value systems acquired by these children
from

their~

or utusan once they begin interacting with others in
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the society at large.
(c) Persistence of familist:!.£_ Qijentations.

In spite of changes

that are taking place around the Philippines, the family has not
relinquished or lest its central role in the socialization of individual
members.

Whether high or low in status, it is still the Philippine

family that provides the link between the individual and society and
from which an individual derives his social prestige.

Since

familia~

tic orientations seems to be positively associated with number of
children desired, it may noL be entirely unsafe to conclude that
even among college students. those who tend to be strongly familiatic will also tend to have more children,

What this portends ulti-

mately is that as long as familism continues its grip upon many of
our educated population, their fertility will continue to be high.

The

implication of the persistence of familism and a high fertility does
not portray good things for the economic development of the country.
These two factors are the most effective obstacles against all our
efforts for economic progress and change,
Given these factors then, what can be said regarding the trend
of population growth in the country?

Will the students 1 family size

preference in this study allow us to make predictions about the
future fertility trends in the Philippines?

Will Philippine fertility

rates decline significantly given the students 1 preferences?
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Implications for Future Population
Trends in the Philippines

Prediction

is a hazardous business, but I will attempt to make

some on the basis of available pieces of information culled from this
study and other observations.
It is doubtful that much can be predicted about the future trends
of fertility in the Philippines on the basis of the attitudes expressed
in this survey,

In the first place, there is a fairly substantial num-

ber of students in this survey who indicated a desire for only two

or three children, but, at the same time, do not intend to use any
birth control practices.
immediately apparent,

The inconsistency of tlwse attitudes is
for it is obvious that unless such people

marry extre1nely late so that there is no chance to bear nwre than
two or three children, the ideal of having only two or three children will remain as it is: an ideal.
Second, the number of students who desired to use only rhythm
and abstinence as a method of birth control is even more substantial.
The fact is that it is not rhythm or abstinence that can significantly
control births but the widespread use of chemical contraceptives,
This prediction will be true only, of couse, as long as the students
will use rhythm or abstinence as they say they will.

However, there

are curious facts about the Philippine attitude towards birth control
that may make predictions based on the stated attitudes entirely
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wrong.

An example of this fact is that while the Philippines is 85

per cent Roman Catholic and Philippine family planning clinics are
authorized to provide instructions on the use of rhythm as a method
of birth control; tl1e reports from the family planning clinics all

over the country show that only 9 per cent of the national acceptors
for the years 1972 and 1973 will use rhythm,

On the other hand,

87 per cent of the national acceptors use chemical devices such as
the pill, 56 per cent; Intrauterine device, 13 per cent; condoms, 18

per cent, and otlwrs, 4 per cent (Annual Acceptor Report, 1972,
1973, Philippine Population Commission).
Will Philippine fertility rate decline given the smaller family
size preferences of the students?
this question.

There are two ways of viewing

On the one hand, one can express doubt that the

stu-

dents1 smaller family size preferences will have any appreciable
effect on the total picture of Philippine fertility, and on the other,
one can express hope that it may.
some valid reasons,

Both these views seem to have

If, for example, one expresses doubts, his

claim c:an be backed up by the fact that (a} the student population in
the Philippines is only a small part of the total population, (b) students do not necessarily constitute the trend setters in a country
where much authoritarianism still prevails, and (c) if the fertility
rate in the country as a whole continues at the present rate of
increase (estimated between 3.2 to 3. 5), the smaller family size
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preferences of the students will be offset by the fertility rate of
the larger bulk of the population.
If, on the other hand, one expresses hope that the students'
smaller family size preferences may yet change the fertility picture
of this country, he can muster so1ne rather strong evidence for his
position in the fact that (a) while it is true that the student population in the Philippines is only a small part of the total Philippine

population, proportionately, there are more students in the Philippines compared to the general population than in other countries,
For example, the year 1963--1964, the Philippines had the world 1 s
second highest proportion of college students to total population.
The ratio was about 1 to 108 (Hunt, 1966, p. 116).

With the avid

interest Filipinos have for education, the proportion may have
risen in recent years.

(b) Students in the Philippines are aspirants

for higher social class status.

A great may of them will probably

occupy relatively better statuses than their parents or the general
mass of population.

Being upwardly mobile, it is possible that

their norms of fam.ily size preference will change to conform to
norms of family size preferences in the Inore advanced nations.
Since sociological evidence suggests that norms tend to filter

down~

ward, that is, from the higher status group to lower status group,

it is highly possible that the norms of the students may diffuse
downward to influence the masses of Filipinos.

Since these students
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will be on a better class position, they can also serve as the models

of fertility behavior for the general population.

Given this, there-

fore, the students in the Philippines may yet change the fertility
picture of the country.

(c) There are studies in the Philippine bar-

rios indicating that the barrios are not really bound tightly by tradition and that the social forces that are generating changes in the
more complex social structures of the cities and municipalities are
also affecting the rural way of life.

looks have been noted.

Changes in their traditional out-

For example, Pal (1956) and Polson and Pal

(1956) found that in the barrios in Leyte and Ncgros Oriental, there

has been a dramatic increase in school attendance.
increase was from 10 to 69 per cent.
has been noted in the rural areas of

In Lcyte, the

An almost similar figure

Neg.~.

os OJ:iental.

Pal also

found that in Leyte, consumer wants were rising as indicated by the
trend toward preference of rural folks for more elaborate furniture
and the decline in the popularity of the fiesta.

Pal offers two fac-

tors that favored change in the rural areas: education and a spirit
of curiosity and questioning.

A definite pattern of relationship exists,

for instance, between completion of the fourth grade and readiness
to accept chang c.
There is very little doubt that both education and the spirit of
questioning have become more widespread in the country.

The vio-

lent student demonstrations of the 1960 1 s in the PhiJippines, perhaps,
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give a clue to this development.
(d) It is also possible that because of the influx and greater
availability of the transistor radios in the rural areas, more changes
will occur there.

Recent statistics on transistor radio ownership

in the rural areas of the Philippines are hard to co!U! by, but impressionistic observations indicate that more and more people are able
and are buying transistor radios within their means.

Radio listen-

ing can be assumed to bring rural people closer to the urban centers
and could generate tremendous changes in their outlook
An indication of the changes in outlook

that can be effected

by the availability o£ transistor radios in the rural areas may be
seen from an empirical study in the early 1960's.

This study was

designed to measure the effect of the availability of transistor
radios in the rural areas in terms of a wide range of social outlooks
and values of rural folks.

The investigator found conclusively that

indeed a great deal of changes in the outlook

of rural people can be

effected by radio listening (Coller, in Espiritu & Hunt, 1964, pp.
268-85),

One of the changes that may occur may be the rural

people's ideas of number of children they should have.

Parenthe-

tically, motivation programs for the acceptance of small family patterns and family planning practices can also be channeled through
the radio communication system.
(e) The infra structure development program of building more
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roads and bridges to and from rural areas of the country by the
Philippine government may also effect major changes in the rural
way of life,

With better roads, more rural people will probably go

to towns and cities more often than they

llSccl

to.

Such trips could

result in changes in outlooks and values of rural people.

Already

some signs of changes indicated by greater imitation of city mode
of dressing by rural people can be observed now.

It is not unsafe

to say that there are other city ways of life rural people are beginning to imitate,
Furthermore, if attitudes at present are moving toward the
acceptance of small famil) patterns, perhaps family planning practices will increase to bring down the birth rate significantly.

Implications for Policy-Making and
Family Planning Program

There are several implications that can be gleaned from the
findings of this study which may have specific relevance in terms of
policy- and decision-making regarding further steps the Philippine
government might take in its present effort of population control
and economic development,

Given its present state of affairs and

the increasing likelihood of greater economic pressure stemming
fron~

the pressure of population growth in the years to come, the

government might be well advised to take into consideration some
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of the relevant attitudes of the subjects in this survey.
1.

The facts regarding the types of contraceptives being used

in the country by a majority of the acceptors seem to point that
family planning programs rnay be able to disregard alleged Catholic
opposition to the use of chem.ical contraceptives without antagonizing
the Catholic population.

Although provisions of the instructions of

the use of rhythm should be continued, it can be done only when
requested and the main stress shoulcl be on the use of chetnical or
mechanical devices.
2.

Recall that in Chapter IV, 36 per cent of all respondents

said that there is no population problem in the Philippines, whereas
64 per cent perceive a population problem.
that a population problem exists.

The fact is undeniable

It appears, therefore, that a

more extensive population education program should be initiated by
the Philippine governrnent.

This program should encompass such

areas as the (a) interrelationship among social. economic, cultural,
political, and demographic variables in fertility; (b) the linkage
between individual economic and social mobility in particular with
fertility and in general with national development; (c) the advantages
and disadvantages of chemical contraceptives with a heavier emphasis on the econmnic returns of the use of contraceptives and fecundity limitations; and (d) the economic burden upon the family that
an uncontrolled fecundity can impose upon both the social and
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psychological development of tl1e individual family members.
In light of the stereotyped information that subjects have of
chemical contraceptives, stress should be placed on educating potential fertility control targets about tbe good and bad effects of chemical contraceptives with the added emphasis that any medication
carries with it the possibilities of harm if administered carelessly
and indiscriminately without due care by unqualified and untrained
persons.

Further1nore, they should Le informed that chernical

contraceptives are both thoroughly studied and tested before they
are finally released for public use.
The population education program envisioned above should be
part of the curriculum beginning at the first year of high school and
should be a continuing progran1 up to the first two years of college.
At the high school level, this program can be incorporated in civics
subjects or in social studies courses.

At the college level, it can

either be inserted as a unit within general sociology courses or be
part of an offering on social demography or population studies,

As

far as can be determined, the present efforts at fertility control
have insufficient provisions for an education program.

This pro-

gram could be accomplished through barrio councils at the community level for adults who are in their childbearing years.

The schools,

however, are the most practical and logical place to reach the majority of the young population of the Philippines,
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(3) Provisions for the training of motivators of family planning practices must be expanded and intensified in both rural and
urban areas.

Motivators nmst be equipped with audio-visual aids

such as films, slides, etc.

Most importantly, they must have an

accute understanding of the problem they are dealing with and a
sensitivity to the customs of the people they come in contact with.
In the Philippines, it seems that the use of the printed word
is the least effective rnedium of comrnunicating an idea.

Greater

emphasis, therefore, should be placed on audio-visual materials,
plays, and local leaders.

Our educational efforts should also enlarge its range so that
we include not only those who are already entering or are about to
enter the marriage market and whose norms of family size rnay be
fairly established alrmdy, but also those who do not as yet have a
crystallized conception of the number of children they want to have.
4.

The population education program and family planning

clinics should now penetrate more extensively into the Muslim areas
of the country.

There are very few planning programs that have

reached the Muslim areas in a significant n1anner.

With the excep-

tion of the programs of Southern Christian College in Midsayap,
Cotabato and Dansalan Junior College in Mat·awi City, there seems
to be no programs in the Muslim areas of the Philippines.

Because

of the generally higher illiteracy rate in the Muslim areas, it is not
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unsafe to say that fertility among this group may be very high.
5,

The government should require, as a matter of official

policy, couples contemplating marriage to participate in a premarital

family planning counseling to be able to secure a marriage license
and to provide family planning services to such couples at government expense or at minimal cost.
6.

The government must abandon the practice of imposing

taxes on contraceptives brought into the country.

The financial

benefits that can be derived from the taxes on imported contraceptives can be overshadowed by the overall benefits that the Philip-

pines will gain in terms of the quality of social life as a consequence
of the people 1s more exteHsive use of contraceptives within their
means.
7.

It seems that abortion and sterilization as a policy for

reducing population growth in the Philippines may meet difficult
opposition.

The overwhelming sentiment against abortion among

the respondents of this study, both Protestants and Catholics,
indicate that abortion as an official policy may not easily attract
the sponsorship of legislators who may balk at its political unpopularity.
Abortion is, of course, one of the most effective methods of
controlling population growth.

Japan•s population growth, for

example, could not have been curbed as sharply as it has been
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were it not for the willingness of the Japanese to resort to abortion,
In the United States, there are strong indications that a liberalized
abortion law can drastically reduce population growth.

For example,

New York and California, two states which have had the most liberal
abortion laws in the United States since 1 ')70, are reported to have
experienced a decline in population growth during the years 1970N197Z of as much as 25 per cent.

Population in other states, how-

ever, where the law was restrictive, was reported to have declined

only by 6 per cent during the same years (Associated Press News
Release, through the Kalamazoo Gazette, February Z4, 1974, Section D, p. 1),
However, with the existing attitudes of subjects of the survey,
abortion and sterilization as an official policy for curbing population
growth may not easily gain acceptance and popularity among lawmakers.

This is not to say, however, that it cannot be legalized by

Presidential executive order in much the same manner that the present policies of the bonus scheme, and the reduction of maternity
leaves to four deliveries have been done.

The legalization of abor-

tion in the United States provides yet another strong argument that
it can be legalized and accepted in spite of seeming majority disapproval.

Survey results in the United States, for instance, suggest

majority disapproval of the legalization of abortion.

However, when

the United States Supreme Court ruled that abortion was legal, the
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actual practice of abortion seemed to be much more prevalent than
would be assumed from attitudes expressed in surveys.
There seem to be some factors that make legal abortion much

more acceptable in actual practice.

When the illegal barrier is

removed, it is much less hazardous to practice or have an abortion.

If it is legal, it will most likely tend to be safer, cheaper, and
readily available,

Consequently, more people will resort to it than

would be expected when it is banned by law.

8.

The data also seem to point out the relevance of taking into

account definitions of what constitute an ideal family size in contrast

to actual number of children really wanted in determining the nature,

approach, and types of feT"tility planning programs to be instituted.
9.

The facts concerning subjects' intention to use contraceptives

indicate that their use is nOt coniined to those who may be definP.d as
having low fertility values.

It was expected that those who want to

have few children (zero--two) would be more prone to use contraceptives than those who want to have more.

The evidence, however,

shows that subjects who plan to have only zero to two children are
not necessarily the ones who want to use contraceptives.

There are

a substantial number of subjects who desire four or five children
who indicated intention to use contraceptives,

Conversely, there

are many who want only two or three children but do not plan on
using birth control.
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What this seems to imply is that subjects may not actually
begin to take or even think of taking preventive fertility measures
until they have all the children they want even if given available
resources and services.

In terms of family planning agencies, it

would mean a need to emphasize to their clients the link between
contraception and family size and to urge parents to begin birth
control practices earlier.

Government efforts 1£ promote acceptance of
patterns

~!family

At present, the Philippine government has embarked on several
programs in its effort to pron"lote the acceptance of smaller families
among Filipinos.

Two of the programs being contemplated seem to

be potentially significant.

However, some aspects of these two pro-

grams have not been clearly drawn so that their total impact on the
fertility picture of the Philippines could be seen.

I shall attempt

to point these aspects in this section of the study.
1.

Presidential Decree Number 148, issued on March 13, 1973,

provided for a bonus scheme as an incentive to encourage the practice and acceptance of family planning among working married coupies.

This effort is very laudable and seems to be toward the right

direction of curbing the fertility rate in the country.

However, the

details of how this scheme would be implemented and how it would
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work to significantly reduce the national fertility are not clearly
delineated,

For example, it is not clear (a) whether the bonus

schen1e is to be given for every year, two, three, etc. years of
childless union; (b) what kind of bonus is to be given; and (c) whe-

ther working tnarried couples mean only those working in the
government offices and its branches, or all those employed by the
government and other private institutions.
individuals, like the small

~Jj_~:;j_

Are self-employed

vendor, the fish vendor, the

cigarette vendor, the jeepney driver, the farmer, etc,, to be considered ''working couples'' if they are married'?
These aspects of the scheme need to be clearly delineated.

In

any case, I have some misgivings and apprehensions with this scheme
because it has great backfire potential.

For example, if the bonus

(I assume it is financial in nature) is to be given every year, I suspect working married couples will postpone conception for three or
four years to get the bonus and then decide to forego the bonus and
have the number of children they want after they think they have
enough bonus money to have four children.

In other words, they will

use the bonus to have their own ends at the expense of national development.

The evidence from the study among people who marry late

in the Philippines gives me further reason for this suspicion.

It

will be recalled that earlier in this dissertation, I have pointed out
that Concepcion and Flieger (1970) found that individuals who married

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

195
late in the City of Manila tended to produce four or more children
at closer intervale than those who married younger.

What this

amounts to is that the number of children born to those who marry

late and those who marry younger will be practically the same at
the end of their childbearing periods.

This same thing could happen

in the bonus scheme.
There is another reason for this apprehension.

It is undeniable

that the working married couples in the Philippines constitute only
a minute proportion of the total Philippine population and labor force.
They are also the ones who are educated and most conscious about
the burdens of high fertility on their economic mobility.

The pros-

pect that they will resort to family planning practices even without
the bonus scheme, therefore, is greater.

Furthermore, the greater

bulk of the salaried or wage earning population in the Philippines
is young, unmarried, and educated,

They can be expected to plan

smaller families, too.
On the other hand, the number of people who are uneducated,
unemployed or self-employed is overwhelming.

Paradoxically,

these are also the high fertility group and strong believers of the
notion

of~

(fate) and, therefore, are likely to rationalize their

high fertility and poverty as pagbuat .!2:. Dios (will of Gad).
Rather than the bonus scheme, therefore, it seems that what
is really needed in the country is for the public and private sectors
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to cooperate among themselves in order to generate ·a structural
condition in which women are dra.wn into situations outside of the
home where their career activities compete and interfere with the

activities of childbearing.

The experience of

n~any

industrialized

nations indicate that when women work outside the home, the
vities of childbearing are reduced considerably.

in this study seem to be more the problem in the

acti~

Given that women
matt~'t'

of fertility

than men, this proposition may yet hold a greater potential for

effecting a greater decline in fertility.

We must also endeavor to

alter the current norm of large family size preference with a much
smaller one through a well designed educational campaign geared
toward the higher fertility group.
2.

The present public policy of allowing considerable tax

deductions on every dependent child should either be abandoned completely or limited to only two dependent children.

The policy as it

exists seems to encourage a pro-natalist attitude among our married working population while unduly discriminating against the
unmarried, childless earners.
School attendance of all children of school ages from elementary
to high school should be made compulsory by law and child labor laws
should be enforced more stringently.
3,

The present policy of giving fringe benefits on four

mater~

nity leaves with additional pay should be abandoned completely.
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While the limitation of maternity leaves to four deliveries is a move
in the right direction by the government, it does not seem to have
any potential significant impact on our effort to control national popu ..
lation growth, because four children in each Philippine family is

still much too large considering our state of economy.
4.

Efforts of the government to control fertility rate should

also be complemented with more efforts to bring about a greater
reduction of infant mortality.

very high.

The present mortality rate is still

Lowering the infant mortality can have a decreasing

impact on the fertility rate.

tent as it sounds.

This proposition is not at all inconsis-

Many Filipinos today still live with the great

fear that their children may not survive long and seem to have devel·
oped a replacement mentality pattern in their fertility behavior, that
is, they feel that they must have more children so that if two or more
die, there will still be ethers left.

Reducing the infant mortality rate,

therefore, may possibly decrease the fertility rate.

Recommendations

Throughout the length of this document there are certain gaps
in the information gathered that need to be filled up.

A number of

problems have also emerged which have only been half-answered or
left unanswered since they do not properly belong within the scope
of the present investigation.

This section then of this chapter will
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make some recommendations for future research.

Future research recommendations

1.

Based on the data that have emerged from this survey, it

seems that further systematic research is imperative in the follow-

ing areas:
(a) Social-psychological characteristics of individuals who
desire to raise their families in the rural areas and the urban areas
and the relationship between these social-psychological characteristics with fertility attitudes.

For example, the data seem to indi-

cate that urban-bound respondents gave more achievemert -motiva-

tion syndrome in their reasons for choosing the city as a place in
which to raise their families, whereas the rural-bound students

gave reasons that are more toward the relationship syndrome,

It

would be interesting to administer an achievement motivation test
(similar to the McClelland N-Ach test) to these subjects and find
out if there is any association between achievemert motivation
scores and fertility value,
(b) One of the unexpected results of this study is that subjects
in the higher educational level, specifically Juniors and Seniors,
want more children compared to those who are Sophomores.

Why

this is so needs to be investigated more thoroughly than has been
done in the present study.

This study could be done on a longitudinal
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basis, that is, studying the same group of students in the same
school for the whole duration of their college education, measuring
their fertility attitude every year from the first to the fourth year,
2.

There seems also a great need for more baseline researches,

specifically, those that probe into the time-points in which people
begin to

t;~l"e

preventive fertility control measures.

At the moment,

I am not aware of any study which gives indication of when people
really begin to use birth control.

This is important because no

matter how excellent our motivation program for acceptance of
family planning practices is, success will be limited only to those

who are already ready to use them.

But family planning agencies

need to know exactly when individuals will want to begin taking
birth control.

For instance, will they take birth control immedi-

ately after the first, second, third, fourth, or fifth child?

Know-

ing precisely at which time-point in the childbearing periods the
target population want to begin taking fertility control will enable
agencies to plan intervention programs that will maximize the
chances of the success of the efforts to reduce population growth.
This knowledge might also help agencies to plan programs to popularize taking control measures at an earlier stage of the marriage.
3.

As a corollary recommendation, extensive studies on the

specifics of the formation of family size preferences should be
made in the Philippines.

The scanty amount of literature on this
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matter in the United States is mostly speculative.

The few articles

written on the matter suggest that family size preference is a normative phenomenon, that is, family size preferences are guided by a
normative pattern which, like other social norms, are learned in
the process of social interaction with others and specify the range
of permissible conduct for people (see, for example, Blake, 1966;

Freedman & Sharp, 1954; Gustavus, 1973; Westoff, Potter, & Sagi,
1963; Whelpton, Campbell, & Petersen, 1966).
Freedman and Sharp (1967) seem to exemplify this frame of

thought when they stated that:
, . . In any organized society, and especially in a developed society, the frequency distribution of family size is
a social fact considerably affected by social norms about
how many children married couples ought to have. Like
other social norms,
those about reproduction are likely
to specify a range of permissible behavior.
When such a norm emerges specifically in the life-cycle of the
individuals, however, it is practically unresearched, much less understood.

For instance, at what age does this norm begin to emerge?

What are the salient sources in the emergence of this norm?

What

role do religious background, parental influence, peer group influence, and significant others play in the formation of this norm?
When does this norm become established as value of the individual?
The implication and significance of this type of research in
terms of the population education program of the Philippines are
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twofold:

(a) knowing exactly at what age norms of family size

preference begin to develop will enable planners of population
education to direct intervention efforts at more specific targets
thereby maximizing the chances that the educational program will
be able to prevent the stabilization of this norm and to substitute
norms of family size preference most desirable for the Philippines

through well designed courses of instruction,

Most importantly,

this will take the guesswork out of our population education effort

by way of knowing exactly when to begin offering our population
education program.

Consequently, it will save the country 1 s

scarce financial and personnel resources,
(b) Norms, once stabilized, are difficult to change.

A mini-

mum concentration of intervention that is timed and appropriately
focused on a pertinent target can achieve much more than an all-out
intervention effort that is launched only after the norm has become
a stable part of the individual.

A timely and focused intervention,

in the end, will have a nwre far-reaching effect on the Philippines 1
overall effort of making Filipinos understand the serious ramifications of a rapid and unchecked population growth.
4.

A study concerning the awareness of population problems

in the Philippines among the general population seems also to be
ner;essary.

This study could shed more light on whether the attitude

in the general population is similar to that of the college students.
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Related to tbis proposal is one which would investigate specifically
the recognition of the relationship between small family and personal
and economic welfare.

This study could provide answers toques-

tions of whether· there are groups in the Philippines who do not
recognize this relationship and if so, why?
5.

To find out discrepancies and continuities between attitudes

of single college students and married couples, studies on actual
family planning practices among a sample of married college educated couples should be done.
6,

Finally, there should be a study among Muslim students

and non-students whose attitudes may vary or may also reflect a
basic Filipino core culture as has been found in the present study.

Conclusion

lh concluding this chapter, the following salient points may be
worth reiterating:
1,

In general, the widely accepted proposition that Catholics

have higher fertility values than Protestants is not confirmed in
this research.

Protestant and Catholic students in this survey

preferred a similar number of children considered ideal.
That the proposition is not confirmed in the setting of this
study does not necessarily mean that it is not valid.

Perhaps its

validity is confined only within the socio-cultural system in which
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it was derived.

It should, therefore, not be applied uncritically in

other socio-cultural systems and any attempts to apply the proposition in other milieu must take into serious consideration the histori-

cal circumstances of the area and a host of other socio-cultural
factors within which all human behavior are embedded.

These his-

torical circumstances and socio-cultural factors may limit the
influences of religion in one culture on the one hand, while on the
other they may enhance its impact.
In the case of the Philippines, it has been suggested in this
dissertation that three factors appear to limit the impact of religion.

The first one is the folk nature of religious practices among Filipinos; the second is the persistence of familistic orientations; and
the third is the unequal rate and extent of the process of urbanization
in the Philippines which has left virtually untouched many of the
traditional value and belief systems of the Filipinos.

All these

factors appear to be positively correlated with an attitude of higher
fertility.
Z.

The survey indicates that there is a congruence between

the official position of the Catholic Church on the use of chemical
or mechanical contraceptives and the knowledge of the students of
this position.

More than 9Z per cent ol. all the Catholic respondents,

for example, indicated that they were aware that the Church is opposed
to the use of chemical or mechanical contraceptives.
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However, the data also show clearly that a significant proportion of the Catholics who showed an awareness of the Church position on the use of chemical or mechanical contraceptives intend to
limit the size of their families by using birth control measures
when they get married,

This is contrary to the logical implications

of the assumptions of the particularized theology and minority group
status hypotheses,

The logical result that should be expected if the

assumption of these two hypotheses is correct is for a gre;t er proportion of those who know the Church stand to indicate no intention
of using any birth control, and conversely, for a greater proportion
of those who do not know the Church stand to use birth control measures.
What emerges from the data, though, is that a significant proportion of those who know and don 1 t know the Church stand intend
to practice birth control when married.

Furthermore, the more

regular the Church attendance of the Catholic respondent, the more
likely he is to plan for a smaller family.

This indicates that it is

the responsible attitude toward life activities and not blind obedience
to the Catholic Church 1 s teaching that explains the intention to practice family planning.
3,

It appears, however, that the type of birth control rneasu1·es

that respondents will accept is somewhat influenced by the formal
posture of the Church as reflected in the type of schools.

Recall
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that in regard to the type of birth controls they intend to use, Protestants and Catholics in Catholic schools tend to similarly prefer
more the use of rhythm and abstinence and less of chemical or
mechanical devices.

There is also greater tendency for this group

to emphasize fear of side effects of chemical or mechanical contraceptives and less of rhythm and abstinence,

This implies that some

degree of particularized theology influence may be present although
respondents are reluctant to verbalize religion as a reason.
4,

Among those respondents who preferred large families

(five to eight children}, an ovendtelming majority cited normative/
cultural rather than rel.Lbiuus reasons for preferring more children.
This indicates once again that rather than religion, a core cultural
value system maintained by a traditional orientation may be the
culprit in the runaway population growth of the Philippines.

This

observation is supported further by the findings concerning the
relationship betw'een familism, dominance, mobility orientation,
and perception of the existence of a population problem in the country, discussed in the following paragraphs.
5.

Perception of the existence of a population problem in the

Philippines seems to explain a greater proportion of the variance
of the number of children that the respondents want to have.

As

was noted earlier, students who do not perceive the existence of a
population problem tended to significantly want more children than
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those who perceive the existence of such a problem regardless of
religion, sex, year in college, type of school and social class.

The

logic is, of course, clear: If one does not perceive a population
problem, why bother to limit one 1 s family size?

6.

An attitude of modernity also seems to depress the average

number of children that respondents watlt to have.

For example,

students who indicated a greater degree of familism also tended to

prefer a higher number of children than those who seem to be drifting away from the familistic grip of tradition.

The data also show

that respondents who tended to view the marriage relationship as a

partnership of equals tended to have lower numbers of children preferred than those who viewed marriage as an institution where the
husband is the dominant figure.
The type of community in which respondents want to raise their
families has also a significant effect on the number of children preferred.

For example, those who want to raise their children in the

cities have the lowest number of children preferred whereas those
who intend to raise their children in the rural areas have the highest
numbE>t' of children preferred regardless of religion.
The findings 'lepict a scene in which the Philippines can be
seen as a country where population growth and fertility rate are
high; family size preference continues to be large, poverty and
illiteracy are widespread, expectations for a better life a:re soaring
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but the government is unable to satisfy people's expectations, and,
finally, a country in which the hands of tradition continue to strangle much of the population including a sizable portion of the educated

sectors.
What emerged in this analysis is a situation in which we can
see that the Philippines is not a country that is immobilized by
Catholic teachings as has been assumed by many, but rather one in
which the various social forces of traditionalism, folk-religious
practices, illiteracy, low achievement motivation, and a reliance
on fate combine together to bind the country in a seemingly perpe-

tual state of poverty.

There is no doubt, however, that the country

needs to curb its population growth drastically.

The stark realities

of its present population growth and the economic pressL1res of such
a growth do not portend well for the country 1 s national health and
political stability.

Already, signs of the population pressures on

land ownership have begun to surface in the desire of some ethnic
groups in the southern part of the islands to secede from the Philippine government.

Such disturbances are likely to recur in the future

if population growth is allowed to continue unchecked at the present

rate.
The Philippine government has attempted to be equal to the
awesome task of national developrnent within the principle of justice
but its present efforts at economic amelioration need still to be
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augmented in the area of fertility limitation on a national scale.
For, as President Marcos recently stated:
Whether it be land reform, infrastructure development, education, health, housing--the entire socioeconomic development program of the government--we
can achieve success only within the framework of a manageable population growth rate. 1

By whatever methods the Philippine government pursues its
program of population control, it must be an all-encompassing effort; not a single-prongued attack on one segment of Philippine
society but a simultaneous assault on the various factors of demographic processes and the social forces described in this investigation which are conducive to a high fertility.

This means attacking

the problem of population growth within the structure of the social,
educational, cultural, religious, economic, and political institutions
of the country.

For the demographic processes cannot be understood

apart from these institutions and social forces.

!This is one of President Ferdinand Marcos 1 remarks read by
Philippine Foreign Affairs Secretary Carlos P, Romulo at the 8th
UNESCO Biennial Conference held in Manila, 1973, cited by the
Asian Student, a publication of the Asia Foundation, San Francisco,
California, September 29, 1973, p. 2. It was also President Marcos
who first made population control in the Philippines as an official
policy of the Philippine government in 1969.
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#_ __
QUESTIONNAIRE

1.

College or U n i v e r s i t y - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

2.

Your sexual status (please check):
1. Male
2. Female

3,

Your marital status:
1. Single
2. Married
3. Separated
4. Widow(er)

4.

How many brothers and sisters do you have all in all (including
those who may have died, if any}?
have~?

5.

How many living brothers and sisters do you

6.

What is vour birth order in the fmnily (i.e., are you the first,
second; third, or fourth, etc. child in your family)?

7,

What is your year in college now?
1. Freshman
2. Sophomore
3. Junior
4. Senior
5. Graduate
6. Others ( s p e c i f y ) - - - - - - - - - - - - -

8.

Your age during your last b i r t h d a y - - - - - - - - - - - -

9.

Your religious affiliation:
1. Roman Catholic
2. Protestant
3. Muslim
4. Aglipay
5. Iglesia Ni Krista
6. Seventh Day Adventist
7. Buddhist
8. Others ( s p e c i f y ) - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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10.

What ie the approximate yearly income of your parents?
01.
500 or less
09. 4, 001--4,500
oz.
501--1,000
10. 4,501--5,000
03, 1,001--1,500
II. 5,001--5,500
04. I, 501--Z, 000
IZ, 5, 501--6,000
05. Z,OOI--2,500
13. 6,001--6,500
06. 2,501--3,000
14. 6,501--7,000
07. 3, 001--3,500
15. 7, 001--7,500
08. 3,501--4,000
16. 7,501andover

11.

What is the educational attainment of your parents?

1. Son1e elementary
2. Elementary graduate
3. Some high school
4. High school graduate

5,

Some elementary
Elementary graduate
Some high school
High school graduate
Some college

6.
7.
8.
9.

College graduate
Some graduate work
M. A. graduate
Post-M. A. graduate

6. College graduate
7. Some graduate work
8. M. A. graduate
9. Post-M. A. graduate

1.
2.
3,
4.

5.

Some college

12,

What is the occupation of your parents (i.e., what do they actually
do to make a living)? - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

13,

How would you describe your original place of residence?
1. Rural (Barrio)
2, Municipality
3. City other than C ebu and Manila
4. Cebu
5. Manila

14.

In size, is your place of residence:
I. Small
2. Medium
3. Big

15.

When you have a family of your own, wh'-t type of community
would you like to live in permanently to raise your children?
1. Rural
2. Municiaplity
_ _ _ _ 3. City

16.

Please explain very briefly your reason for your answer in
Number 15.

6.

Others-----------------

===
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17.

If your answer to Number 15 is City, do you want to live in a:
- - - - 1. Small city
- - - - 2 . Moderately large city
_ _ _ _ 3.

Very large city

(IF YOUR ANSWER TO NUMBER 15 IS RURAL,
tion.)
18.

..'!hl.l?. this

ques-

If your answer to Number 15 is City, which Philippine city
would you strongly prefer to live in (give name of city,
please):

(IF YOUR ANSWER TO NUMBER 15 IS RURAL,
tion.)

..'!hl.l?. this

ques-

19.

Please give a very brief reason for your choice of city in Number 18,

20.

How would you rate your own religious life?
you are:
1. Not religious at all
2. Nominally religious
3. Religious
4. Very religious

21.

How many times in a month do you attend religious mass or
service of your church?
1. Once
2, Twice
3, Thrice
4. Four times
5. Mare than four times
6. Do not attend at all

22,

How important do you consider religion to be in your life?
1. Not important at all
- - - - 2 . Important
- - - - 3 . Very important

23.

In yoU1' opinion, how important is it that people follow the
teachings of their church on brith controls?
l. Not important at all
2, Important
3, Very important

Would you say
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24.

Would you consider obeying the teachings of the church on birth
controls?
1. Not important at all
2, Important
3.

Very im.portant

25.

How would you describe your parents' religious life?
1. Not religious
2. Nominally religious
3. Religious
4, Very religious

26.

How would you rate your parents 1 married life?
I. Happy
2. Very happy
3. Average
4. Unhap.!_Jy
5. Very unhappy

27,

How would you rate your own present life?
I. Happy
2. Very happy
3. Average
4. Unhappy
5. Very unhappy

28.

How many borthers and sisters does your mother have? _ __

29.

How many brothers and sisters does your father have? _ __

30.

How would you describe the way your parents disciplined you?
1. Strict
2. Very strict
3. Average
4, Liberal
5, Very liberal

31.

Do you believe there is a serious population problem in the
Philippines now?
l. Yes

32.

Z.

No

3.

Uncertain/Don't know

Should birth control information be available to anyone who
desires it?
1, Yes

2.

No

3.

Uncertain/Don 1t know
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33,

Should contraceptives be available to anyone who wants them?
1. Yes
2. No
3. Uncertain/Don 1t Know

34.

What od you consider as the ideal number of children that a
married couple should have?
1. One
6. Six
2. Two
7. Seven
3. Three
8. Eight or more
4. Four
9. None
5. Five

35.

When you
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

36.

In an ideal family, how many boys and girls should there be?
~
GIRLS
I. One
- - - 1 . One

marry, how many children do you really~ to have?
One
6. Six
Two
7. Seven
Three
8. Eight or more
Four
9. None
Five

2,

Two

2.

Two

3.
4.
5.

Three
Four
Five or more

3,
4.
5.

Three
Four
Five or more

37.

When you marry, what would you want the first child to be?
1. Boy
2. Girl
3. Does not 1natter what sex
4, Don 1 t want child at all

38.

When you marry, do you intend to use birth control methods to
limit the 1-mmber of your children? (If married, skip this
question.)
1. Yes
2. No
3. Uncertain
4. Others (please s p e c i f y ) - - - - - - - - - - -

39.

Will you please explain very briefly why you will or will not use
any birth control methods when you marry?
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40.

If you answer in Number 38 is Yes, which method and device
will you use? (I£ you answer in 38 is No, skip this question;)
1. Any device and method
2. Rhythm only
3, Periodic abstinence only
4. Foams or jellies

5.
6.

IUD
Pills

7.
8,
9.

Abortion
Ligation or Vasectomy
Sterilization

41.

Please give a very brief reason for your choice of method and
device in Nurnber 40; i. c., why do you prefer the method you
chose rather than the others?

42,

Which of the following statements do you think best accurately
describes the position of the Philippine Roman Catholic Church
toward birth controls?
1. Approves all types and kinds of birth controls
2,
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

including abortion,
Approves all types and kinds of controls except
abortion.
Approves periodic abstinence only.
Approves rhythm only.
Approves both abstinence and rhythm only.
Disapproves all kinds of contraceptives and controls.
Don't know what the church stands for.
Other responses, please s p e c i f y - - - - -

43.

Which of the following statements best accurately describes
your attitude toward the use of birth control methods and devices
when you marry?
1. Will use any chemical contraceptives available.
2. Will use only rhythm method.
3. Will use only periodic abstinence.
4. Will use both rhythm and abstinence.
5. Will not use any method at all.
6. It will depend on our economic situation.

44,

In decinding whether or not to use birth contra 1 methods, one
should follow the teachings of his/her church.
1. Agree
4. Disagree very
2. Agree very strongly
strongly
3, Disagree
5, Don't know/not sure
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45.

In deciding whether to use birth control methods or not, one
should follow only the method approved by one 1 s church.
1, Agree
2. Agree very strongly
3.

4.
5,

Disagree
Disagree very strongly
Don't know f not sure

46.

Abortion should be legalized in the Philippines.
1. Agree
2. Agree very strongly
3. Disagree
4. Disagree very strongly
5. Don 1 t know/not sure

47.

Who should hold the family money?
1. Husband
Z. Wife
3. Equally both
4. Other response, please s p e c i f y - - - - - - - -

48.

The husband should be the head of the family.
3. Agree
4. Agree very strongly
2. Disagree
1, Disagree very strongly
0, Don 1t know/not sure

49.

Wives should be subservient to their husbands.
3. Agree
4. Agree very strongly
2. Disagree
1, Disagree very strongly
0. Don't know/not sure

50.

All things taken into account, it is good that wives stay at home
and not work outside.
3. Agree
4. Agree very strongly
Z. Disagree
1. Disagree very strongly
0. Don 1 t know/not sure

51.

A good son/daughter should not marry immediately after graduation so that he/she could help finance the education o£ younger
brothers and sisters.
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3.

Agree

4,

Agree very strongly

2,
1.
0,

Disagree
Disagree very strongly
Don't know/not sure

52.

The education o.f my brothers and sisters is the responsibility
of my parents only.
1. Agree
2. Agree very strongly
3. Disagree
4. Disagree very strongly
0. Don 1 t know /not sure

53.

When I am in need, it is my parents' and brothers' and sisters'
responsibility and obligation to help me.
3. Agree
4. Agree very strongly
2. Disagree
1. Disagree very strongly
0. Uncertain

54.

Brothers and sisters must help each other at all times and
share their wealth and income.
3, Agree
4. Agree very strongly
Z. Disagree
l. Disagree very strongly
0. Uncertain

55.

When married, it is good that a couple live independently and
in a community away from relatives, parents, brothers and
sisters so that they do not have to share their wealth and income
and not be forced to ask aid from them when in need themselves.
1. Agree
2. Agree very strongly
3. Disagree
4. Disagree very strongly
0. Uncertain

56.

Children are obligated to repay and support their parents financially after they have graduated and have jobs of their own.
3. Agree
4. Agree very strongly
2. Disagree
1, Disagree very strongly
0. Uncertain
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57.

Residing in the community where my parents and brothers
a11d sisters live is advantageous emotionally and financially.
3,
4.
Z.
1.
0.

Agree
Agree very strongly
Disagree
Disagree very strongly
Uncertain

58.

When parents are old, it is the children's obligation and
responsibility to support them financially.
3. Agree
4. Agree very strongly
2. Disagree
l. Disagree very strongly
0. Uncertain

59.

What do you believe is the proper behavior of males and females
during each of the following periods:

A.

COURTSHIP
l.
2.
3.
4.

B.

5.

Petting

6.

Sexual intercourse

1,
2,
3.
4.
5.

No physical contact
Holding hands
Goodnight kiss
Prolonged kissing and hugging
Petting
Sexual intercourse

DATING

6.
C.

No physical contact
Holding hands
Goodnight kiss
Prolonged kissing and hugging

GOING STEADY
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

No physical contact
Holding hands
Goodnight kiss
Prolonged kissing and hugging
Petting
Sexual intercourse
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D,

ENGAGEMENT

1.
2.
3,
4.
5.
6.
60.

No physical contact
Holding hands
Goodnight kiss
Prolonged kissing and hugging
Petting
Sexual intercourse

What do you actually, have done, or will do during:

A,

COURTSHIP
1.
2.
3.
4.

B,

C,

5.

Petting

6.

Sexual intercourse

1.
2,
3.
4.

No physical contact
Holding hands
Goodnight kiss
Prolonged kissing and hugging

DATING

5.

Petting

6.

Sexual intercourse

GOING STEADY
1.
2.
3,
4.
5.
6.

D.

No physical contact
Holding hands
Goodnight ld ss
Prolonged kissing and hugging

No physical contact
Holding hands
Goodnight kiss
Prolonged kissing and hugging
Petting
Sexual intercourse

ENGAGEMENT
1.
2.
3.
4.

No physical contact
Holding hands
Goodnight kiss
Prolonged kissing and hugging

5.

Petting

6. Sexual intercourse
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TABLE 9A
Mean Number of Children Preferred by Year in College, Age,
Type of School, Religion, and Social Class
Year in
college
and Age

Catholic Schools
Protestants
Catholics
LC MC
LC MC
HC
HC

Protestant Schools
Catholics
Protestants

LC

MC

HC

LC

MC

HC

Fresh.

15-16

3. 3

3. 2

3. 1

3. 5

3.4

3.4

2. 9

3. 0

2. 8

3. 2

3. 2

3. 1

17-18

3. 3

3. 2

3. 3

3.4

3. 5

3. 2

2.8

2. 9

2.8

3. 3

3. 1

3. 1

19-20

3. 1

3. 2

3. 0

3. 2

3. 3

1. 1

2. 6

2. 5

2. 6

3. 0

3. 1

2. 9

17-18

3. 0

3. 0

2. 7

3. 3

3. 1

3. 2

2. 7

2. 7

2. 5

3. 0

3. 0

2. 8

19-20

2. 9

2. 9

2. 6

3. 2

3. 0

2. 8

2. 4

2. 5

2. 3

3.0

2. 8

2. 6

21-22

2. 6

2.4

2. 7

3. 3

2.6

2.9

2. 2

2. 1

2. 4

2.5

2.4

2. 8

Soph.

N

"'0
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TABLE 9A (continued)

Year in
college
and Age

Catholic
Catholics

LC

MC

Sc:~ools

Protestant Schools
Catholics
Protestants

Protestants

HC

LC

MC

HC

LC

MC

HC

LC

MC

HC

Juniors

19-20

3. 1

3. 2

2. 9

3.4

3. 6

3. 5

2.7

2. 5

2. 7

3. 1

3. 0

3. 0

21-22

3. 0

3. 0

2. 9

3. 3

3.6

3. 3

2. 5

2. 9

2. 9

3. 2

2. 9

2. 9

23-24

2. 9

2. 6

2. 8

3. 5

3.4

~

2. 3

2.4

*

3. 1

2. 6

Seniors

19-20

·c

3. 3

3. 4

*

3.8

3. 7

*

3. 2

*

*

*

3.4

21-22

3. 6

3.4

3.4

3. 7

3. 5

3.7

3. 1

3. 1

3.2

3.4

3. 3

3. 3

23-24

3.4

3. 5

3. 3

3. 6

3. 7

3.4

3. 2

3. 2

3. 3

3.6

3. 3

3. 4

25-up

3. 4

3. 3

3. 1

3. 6

•c

*

3. 0

*

*

3. 2

*

*

*
*

::';:

*

:f,<

,;,

*

*
*

*

*

*
*

*

*

2. 2

*
*

1.9

1.8

*

1. 7

--Grads.

23-24
25-up

* = None or less than five

*

cases in those cells.

1.4

~
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TABLE lOA
Three-Way ANOVA on Sex, Religion, Type of School, and Fertility

Preliminary Anova--Fitting Constants
Source of

Variation

Sum of
Squares

Subclass

277.68

Main Effects

231,70

Interaction

45.98

Degrees of

Freedom

Mean
Square F-value

Prob.

39.67

22. 05

• 000

4

11.49

6. 39

. 000

1. 79

Mean
Square F-value

Frob.

Within

4,035.01

2, 243

Total

4,312.69

2, 250

TABLE lOB
Three-Way Anova--Weighted Means
Source of
Variation

Sex
Religion
Type of School
Interactions

Within
Total

Sum of
Squares

Degrees of
Freedom

19. 82

19.82

11.02

. 001

182.07

182.07

101.21

. 000

53,49

53.49

29.74

. 000

6.39

. 000

45.98

4

11.49

4,035.01

2,243

1, 79

2. 250
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TABLE IOC
Three~

Way ANOVA of Religion, Type of Community,
and Type of Schools

Preliminary Anova--Fitting Constants

Source of
Variation

Sum of Degrees of
Squares Freedom

Subclass

658. 63

Main Effects

597. 48

Interaction
Within

Total

II

61, 16

Mean
Square

F-value

Pro b.

59. 87

54. 9

. 000

8. 74

989. 13

907

1,647.77

918

8. OJ

. 000

I. 09

Unweighted Means Anova
Subclasses

46.29

42. 45

.000

23 .. 63

21. 67

. 000

Community

425. 49

Z IZ, 75

195. 08

.000

School type

I, 17

1.07

I. 07

.301

Religion x
Community

39. 3Z

19. 66

18. 03

. 000

Religion x
School type

. 98

.. 98

• 89

. 343

Community x
School type

15. OJ

7. 50

6. 84

. 001

3. 67

I. 84

I. 68

.184

989. 13

I, 09

Religion x
Community x
School type
Within

509. Z8

11

Z3. 63

Religion
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TABLE !lA
Cell Means By Schools, Religion, and Sex and !,-tests
of Various Cell Combinations
Catholic Schools
I
3. 67
Catholics

Sex

4. 15
Protestants

Protestant Schools

3. 22
Catholics

4
3. 64
Protestants

A

B

c

D

3. 35

4. 06

2. 83

3. 37

E

F

G

H

3. 55

4. 24

3. 43

3. 59

Males

Females

t-tests

Cell means compared

A
A
A
B
B

c
E
E
E

F
F
G
A
B

vs. B
vs. c
vs. D
vs.
vs.
vs.
vs.
vs.
vs.
vs.

c
D
D
F

G
H

G

vs. H
vs. H
E
F

vs.
vs.
c vs.
D vs.
A vs.
A vs.

G
H
F

G

t.-value s

4. 31
4. 79
. 21
7. 59
4. 07
4. 93
5. 68
I. 35
.37
5. 36
3. 97
I. 58
I. 89
. 89
6. 44
I. 89
5. 50
. 82

Signllicance level
. 01
. 05

ns

ns

ns
ns

ns
ns

ns

ns

ns

ns

ns
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TABLE !lA (continued)

Cell means compared

vs.
vs.
vs.
vs.
vs.
vs.
F vs.
A
E
E
E
B
B

H
B

c
D
G
H

c

F vs. D
c vs. H
G vs. D

I vs.
vs.
vs.
vs.
vs.
vs.

.t~values

2. IS
3. 19
7. OB
I. 70
4. 09
2, B2
B. 58
5. 37
6. 76
. 62
B. 47
4. 62
.41
6. 51
7. 51
4. 29

Significance level
. 01
. 05

ns

ns
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TABLE 22A
.ktests for Various Cells by Religion, Sex, Type of School,
Type of Community, and Fertility Value
Cell means compared

j:_-values

Level of significance

. 01

vs. 4
vs. 5
vs. 6
vs.
vs.
4 vs.
vs.
4 vs. 7

4 VB, 8
5 vs. 6
vs.
vs.
vs.
6 vs.
7 vs.
9 vs. 10
A vs. B
A vs. c
A vs. D
A vs. E
A vs. F
A VB, G
A vs. H
A vs. I

A
A

VB,

J

VB, K
A vs, L
B vs. c
B vs. D
B VB, E
B VB. F

B vs. G
B vs. H

B

VB.

B vs. J

3. 282
8. 644
20. 825
3. 030
7. 245
24. 301
I 2. 445
6. 916
I. 226
I 2. 969
20.445
12. 978
2. 738
10.213
25. 622
14.672
. 794
4. 470
14. 907
9. 435
. 498
II. 362
I. 769
6. 448
16. 736
. 176
4. 170
I 6. 214
9. 625
12. !53
3. Ill
8. 251
3. 327
. 954
9.575
4. 105

. 05

ns

ns

ns

ns

na

na

na

na

na

na
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TABLE 22A (continued)

Cell means compared

B vs. K
B vs. L
c vs. D
c vs. E
C VB, F
C VB, G
c vs. H
c vs. I

c

vs.

c
c

vs. K

D
D
D
D
D

VB. F
vs. G
VB. H

vs. L
D vs. E

vs.
vs. J
D vs. K
D VB. L
E vs. F
E vs. G
E vs. H
E vs.

I

E vs. J
E vs. K
E vs. L
F VB. G
F vs. H
F vs.
F vs. J
F vs. K

F

VB,

L

G vs. H
G vs.
G vs. J
G vs. K
G vs. L
Hvs. I
H vs. J

.!_~values

. 647
10.311
I 9. 502
II. 573
I. 762
14. 649
10. 118
2. 189
14. 109
10. 964
-08. 599
16. 317
10. 977
13. 830
20. 312
9. 307
12. 135
20. 331
9. 972
. 756
4. 275
II. 608
.344
2. 730
12. 209
10. 817
8. 168
3. 239
II. 055
8. 919
1.815
5. 394
17.249
I. 543
2.914
16. 185
10.751
5. 849

Level of significance
. 01
. 05

ns

ns

ns

ns

ns

ns

ns

ns

ns

ns

ns

ns
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TABLE 22A (continued)

Cell means compared

H
H
I
I

I
J
J
K

vs. K
L
J
K
L
K
L
L

vs.
vs.
vs.
vs.
vs.
vs.
vs.

i-values

1. 824
1 1. 101
15. 369
11.515
2. 424
3. 774
15. 225
11.880

Level of significance
. 01
. 05

ns

ns

ns
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